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 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I 

hope you enjoy catching up on all our 

school news! 

We were delighted to meet our new (Year 6) 

parents on Wednesday 29th June and we look 

forward to meeting our 260 new students on 

Thursday 7th July for their Transition Day. This will 

be the first ’normal’ Transition Day since the 

pandemic.  I am sure our new Year 7s will settle in 

quickly, make lots of new friends and develop into 

hardworking, respectful and considerate Lytchett 

students.   

We have just had our democratic student leadership elections. Congratulations to Bethany Pryor who was voted in 

as Head Student. She will be supported next year by our Deputy Head Students, Dante Sinaguglia and Eleanor 

Blakeway. We look forward to seeing them representing the student body in a variety of public engagements.  I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank Oliver Ashton and Ella Burden for being superb Head Boy and Head 

Girl last year. They were ably supported by Tom Cluett and Chloe Sewell.   

On Monday and Tuesday, we had our Sixth Form Induction Days, where our new Year 12 got to meet their 

teachers and learn a little more about their A Level/BTEC Level 3 courses.  We were pleased to welcome a good 

number of external candidates from other local schools.  For students who are still unsure where to study next 

year, we are offering a special open evening for undecided Year 11 students. This is open to Lytchett and external 

students. It will take place in the theatre on Wednesday 6th July at 6.30pm. 

We are opening our second-hand uniform shop on Thursday 7th July straight after school in the Manor House. If 

you still have uniform items that your child has grown out of, but which are still in good condition, please bring 

them to main reception so that we can include them in our uniform sale.  It is really important that we can offer 

uniform items at very affordable prices.  Your help with this would be much appreciated. 

On Monday and Tuesday 4th and 5th July we are hosting two major education conferences in our theatre, which 

will be attended by school leaders from across the county. We are proud to be able to host such prestigious 

events.  

Please encourage your child to get at least £10 in sponsorship for the Sandwalk which 

is taking place on Friday 8th July.  It would be great if we can raise over £20,000  again 

this year, as we did before the pandemic.  We are hoping for good weather as 

students undertake the annual walk along the promenade to Bournemouth Pier and 

back.  We expect impeccable behaviour from all our students for the duration of 

Sandwalk day, as they will be representing the school in a very public way. 

Thank you, as always, for your support. 
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Student of the Month 

Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated as Student of the Month: 

Maths 

Luke Hare 

Year 9 

Dance 

Sophia Morton 

Year 8 

French 

Kate Osborne 

Year 8 

PE 

Lily Fletcher 

Year 7 

Science 

Nora Bruce 

Year 9 

Spanish 

Leela Kearley 

Year 9 

Literacy 

Megan Sinden 

Year 9 

Music 

Kai Bullen 

Year 10 

The Library Caitlin  Year 7 

Wealden Lacy Diment Year 9 

Gault Sophie Lerigo Year 10 

English Cameron Gale Year 10 

Art Dorka Barth Year 7 

Business Dylan Collins Year 12 

Drama Lily Ward Year 10 
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Purbeck 

Monty Spence 

Year 9 

Student of the Month (continued) 

Kimmeridge 

Psychology 

Zara Revill 

Year 12 

Food 

Jessica Peel 

Year 9 

Physics 

Billy Barrett 

Year 10 

PRE 

Fletcher Brown 

Year 7 

Sixth Form 

Bethany Meacham 

Year 12 

Millie Jury 

Year 8 

Portland 

Adam Hambleton 

Year 9 

Agglestone 

Leah Smith 

Year 8 

DT 

Ella Kerr 

Year 8 
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Important Dates 

Important dates: 

PTA Uniform Shop 

 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1102 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1202 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk  Ext. 1502 

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1602 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1302 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext.1402 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk Ext.1702 

The PTA Uniform Shop will be open between 3pm and 4.30pm on Thursday 7th July 

Transition Day (Year 6 pupils) - Thursday 7th July 

Sports Presentation Evening - Thursday 7th July at 7.00pm 

Sandwalk  - Friday 8th July 

Year 11 Prom - Friday 8th July at Kingston Maurward 

Sports Day - Monday 18th July 

Prize Giving - Tuesday 19th July 

School finishes for Summer - Thursday 21st July at 12.30pm 

Return to school in September - Years 7, 10 and 12 on Monday 5th September and all 

students  back on Tuesday 6th September. 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award—Bronze Assessed Expeditions 

Congratulations to all 12 of our Year DofE teams who successfully completed their DofE Bronze assessed               

expeditions on Cranborne Chase this weekend and the weekend of 11th/12th June. They showed great character 

and team work. Minor map-reading errors did not dampen their enthusiasm or good humour.  Pictured below are 

some of the teams that completed their expeditions last weekend and the bottom photo shows the team of staff 

who looked after them. 

We would encourage all students in the lower years to get involved in DofE when they are in Year 10.  As you can 

see from the smiles on the faces of the students below, the whole experience is immensely rewarding and great 

fun! 

A massive thank you to Mrs Popham and Mr Waters for leading our DofE programme this year, and the many staff 

who give up their weekend to ensure that students remain healthy, hydrated and safe whilst out hiking over 

Cranborne Chase. 
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Letter to a Parent—from a Teenager 

Dear Mum and Dad,  

 Please stick with me.  

 I can’t think clearly right now because there is a rather substantial section of my prefrontal cortex missing. It’s a 
fairly important chunk, something having to do with rational thought.  

 You see, it won’t be fully developed until I’m about 25. And from where I sit, 25 seems a long way off.  

 But here's what I want my parents to know.. 

 My brain is not yet fully developed 

It doesn’t matter that I’m smart; even a perfect score on my math test doesn’t insulate me from the normal 
developmental stages that we all go through.  

 Judgement and intelligence are two completely distinct things.  

And, the same thing that makes my brain wonderfully flexible, creative and sponge-like also makes me impulsive. 
Not necessarily reckless or negligent but more impulsive than I will be later in life.  

 Please stick with me. 

 So when you look at me like I have ten heads after I’ve done something “stupid” or failed to do something “smart,” 
you’re not really helping. 

 You adults respond to situations with your prefrontal cortex (rationally) but I am more inclined to respond with my 
amygdala (emotionally). And when you ask, “What were you thinking?” the answer is I wasn’t, at least not in the 
way you are.  

 You can blame me, or you can blame mother nature, but either way, it is what it is.   

At this point in my life, I get that you love me, but my friends are my everything.  

 Please understand that. Right now I choose my friends, but, don’t be fooled, I am watching you. Carefully.  

 Please stick with me.  

 Here’s what you can do for me 

  

1. Model adulting 

I see all the behaviours that you are modeling and I hear all of the words you say. I may not listen but I do hear you. 
I seem impervious to your advice, like I’m wearing a Kevlar vest but your actions and words are penetrating. I 
promise. If you keep showing me the way, I will follow even if I detour many, many times before we reach our 
destination.  

  

2. Let me figure things out for myself  

If you allow me to experience the consequences of my own actions I will learn from them. Please give me a little bit 
of leash and let me know that I can figure things out for myself. The more I do, the more confidence and resilience I 
will develop. 

  

3. Tell me about you 

I want you to tell me all the stories of the crazy things you did as a teen, and what you learned from them. Then 
give me the space to do the same. 

 

(continued overleaf) 
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4. Help me with perspective. 

Keep reminding me of the big picture. I will roll my eyes at you and make all kinds of grunt-like sounds. I will let you 
know in no uncertain terms that you can’t possibly understand any of what I’m going through. But I’m listening. I 
really am. It’s hard for me to see anything beyond the weeds that I am currently mired in. Help me scan out and  
focus on the long view. Remind me that this moment will pass. 

  

5. Keep me safe. 

Please remind me that drugs and driving don’t mix. Keep telling me that you will bail me out of any dangerous    
situation, no anger, no lectures, no questions asked. But also let me know over and over and over that you are there 
to listen, when I need you.  

  

6. Be kind. 

I will learn kindness from you and if you are relentless in your kindness to me, someday I will imitate that behaviour. 
Don’t ever mock me, please and don’t be cruel. Humour me-I think I know everything. You probably did as well at 
my age. Let it go.  

  

7. Show interest in the things I enjoy. 

Some days I will choose to share my interests with you, and it will make me feel good if you validate those interests, 
by at least acting interested. 

  

One day when the haze of adolescence lifts, you will find a confident, strong, competent, kind adult where a surly 
teenager once stood. In the meantime, buckle in for the ride.  

  

and..  

  

Please stick with me.  

  

Love, 

Your Teenager  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Letter to a Parent—from a Teenager (continued) 

If you are struggling with your teenage child’s behaviour 

at home, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

House office. We are here to help you! 
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British Biology Olympiad 

Further Success in the British Biology Olympiad!     

Y12 A-Level Biology students recently had the opportunity to take part in the             

Intermediate British Biology Olympiad – an advanced problem solving competition for 

Y12 students across the UK. Participating students completed an extremely challenging 

60 minute exam, written in combination with academics and researchers in further  

education. 

A big congratulations to Marley Henshaw who achieved a fantastic ‘Silver’ medal in the competition – scoring 

among the top 10% of entrants in the UK. Joe Smith and Beth Pryor were awarded the ‘Bronze’ medals and       

numerous others received commended and highly commended awards. A brilliant effort Y12 – well done!            

All participants have won a year’s subscription to BioNet and the Biologist magazine.  

Sandwalk 2022 

This year's Sandwalk takes place on Friday 8th July with all students and staff walking along the seafront to 

raise money for our chosen charities. We have a long history of charitable donations as a result of the   Sand-

walk and we'd like this year's to be a record breaker. COVID impacted on last year's total and the 43 Year 7 stu-

dents (now in Year 8) who were taken off the coaches at the last minute to go into isolation will be especially 

keen to make this one a success. Tee shirt sales cover the cost of transport and the tee shirts themselves, thus 

ensuring 100% of sponsor money is split 50/50 between the charities. Lytchett Minster School continues its 

tradition of supporting those who support young people. 

Making a donation is fast, easy and secure thanks to Give as you Live Donate. They’ll take your donation and 

pass it onto Young Lives vs Cancer and #Willdoes. To donate please follow the link below or head over to our 

website page and click on the ‘Sandwalk 2022’ button. Sorry, but we are unable to accept cash      donations. 

Simon Wyatt is fundraising for Young Lives vs Cancer and #Willdoes | Give as you Live Donate 

We look forward to a day of warm sunshine and raising a record amount of money for our chosen charities. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Wyatt and Mrs Biddle 

Sandwalk Co-ordinators 
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Year 12 Business Trip 

19 year 12 Business students attended a business trip to Sixpenny Brewery in Cranborne, Dorset last Wednesday 
22nd June. Students were shown around the premises, the production facility, the sales area and have been asked 
to use their knowledge and understanding of business to write up a report on ways that this small brewery can 
increase profitability in this dynamic highly competitive market. 

 

Special thanks to Mr Ward-Zinski for organising this event and being a great tour guide . 
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Women in STEM Event 

This year we were fortunate to be offered 5 places to take some of our amazing students along to the RNLI, Women 
in STEM day.  

Women in STEM events were set up to encourage young women into Science, Technical, Engineering and Maths 
Careers – an area which has long been underrepresented.  

The day included some very interesting talks from women at high levels in these types of careers, practical sessions 
for our students to show their team working and problem solving skills, a session rescuing a “drowning” member of 
RNLI staff, a look around a working lifeboat, tour around the various areas which make these boats and a simulator 
exercise, to allow us to experience being aboard a rescue boat, in all weathers, dealing with an accident at sea. This 
included our students having to steer the boat and give instructions to one another, not easy in lightning/rain, 
choppy storms at sea – we hope we didn’t leave behind too many stranded swimmers! 

Overall, the day showcased the huge breadth and diversity of roles in Engineering and other STEM areas to give 
food for thought and inspire our students.  

On a personal level, I was incredibly proud to be with a group of impeccably behaved students, keen to get stuck in 
and have a go despite the activities being things they may not have experienced before.  

To finish the day, we had a little bit of time to chat about the School Careers programme generally and what kinds 
of things the year 8 students would like to be seeing in their careers lessons from here on in, which is great for 
building relationships and ideas for future sessions. 

Joanne Bowman 

Careers Manager 

‘We attended the RNLI lifeboat centre in Poole 
and had the opportunity to experience the world 
of engineering. It began with talks from          
inspirational engineers and then began the first 
task. We had to work as a team to winch    
someone (me) up into the air. There were many 
other interesting tasks but my favourites were 
the lifeboat simulator where you got to          
experience what it would be like to take the 
helm of a lifeboat and  the tour of the    Shannon 
class lifeboat and engines. Overall, I had a great 
day and it has definitely made me consider a 
career in engineering.’ 

Neve Packham Year 8 
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Student Achievements 

Congratulations to Beth Pryor, Year 12 who 

recently took part in the Round the Island race.  

She was part of a team of 4 sailing a yacht and 

they came third in their class. 

Interested in Archaeology? 

Bournemouth University currently have a dig taking place and are holding an open day on Sunday 3rd July between 

10am and 4pm at North West Farm, Winterborne Kingston DT11 9AT—the excavation site is about 20mins from 

the car park and a minibus is available for anyone with mobility concerns. 

There are guided tours of the site and an on site museum, plus refreshments are available. 

It is a great opportunity to also talk to faculty staff (Professor Miles Russell is leading it) plus PhD and undergrad 

students. 

For more information, check out the link below or Facebook—The Durotriges Project 

https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/research/projects/durotriges-project  

Congratulations to ex-student Thomas        

Maddams who has achieved a First for his    

Degree from the University of South 

Wales,  Cardiff,  in 2D Animation. 

https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/research/projects/durotriges-project
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Sports News 

Commonwealth Games Summer Festival 2022 

Five year 7 students had a fantastic day at Bryanston School in the sunshine taking part in football, ultimate Frisbee 

and volleyball as part of the Dorset School Games. The following boys had an enjoyable day and worked really well 

as a team. 

 Ben Jones 

 Max Sills 

 Matthew Dean 

 Morgan Docherty 

 Myles Gardner 

 Wilson Dimond 

Dorset School Games Indoor Rowing Competition 

The following year 9 girls rowed well throughout the day in very hot conditions and came fourth overall in the    

relay. Special mention to Maisie Sewell who also came 3rd in her heat. Well done girls! 

 Maddie Hill 

 Alexia Horn 

 Livvy Harris 

 Maisie Sewell 

Town Sports 

Town Sports is taking place at Kings Park on the 11th July. Make sure to attend athletics club on Tuesday’s after 

school to take part in running, throwing and jumping events in preparation for the Town Sports event. 
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Upton Junior Sports Day 
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Sports Ambassador Application2022-2023 

Are you someone who has a passion for sport and physical activity? 
Do you want a say in how we can continue to develop and improve PE at Lytchett Minster School? 

Do you want to help encourage other students to become physically active? 
Then apply to become a Sports Ambassador! 

 
The PE Department introduced the Sports Ambassador Programme in September 2021, and after a huge amount of 
success we are delighted to be offering students in Y7-9 the chance to become a Lytchett Minster Sports              
Ambassador! 

Your role will include: 
 Helping with Interhouse Competitions 
 Assisting at Open Evenings 
 Supporting Primary Feeder Schools with Sporting Events (e.g. Sports Days) 
 Leading and assisting our Sixth Form Sports Courses 
 Act as a leader at Sports Day 
As a Sports Ambassador you will be given the opportunity to: 
 Receive Leadership Training 
 Achieve an exclusive Sports Ambassador Award 
 Attend a Sports Rewards Trip 
 
To apply to become a Sports Ambassador for September 2022, please go to your Teams PE page to find the link, 
or use the link below. 
Application Link: https://forms.office.com/r/aFZQB9NPuV 

https://forms.office.com/r/aFZQB9NPuV
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Chef of the Year  Competition 

Last Thursday Eliesha Mcarthur (Year 10) and Jessica Peel (Year 9) were selected to take part in the Dorset semi-

final South West Junior Chef of the Year 2022 competition at Bournemouth and Poole College.  They were two of 

the six finalists that had been selected to create and cook a main course using predominantly South West regional 

ingredients.  They did an amazing job on the day to produce outstanding dishes whilst working in a very hot        

professional kitchen!  They were judged on their preparation and cookery skills, demonstration and understanding 

of hygiene and food safety issues, use and knowledge of regional produce and the overall presentation and flavour 

of the completed dish.  They had an incredible experience and received excellent feedback from the judging panel 

which included Sam Hughes, the Head Chef from Rick Stein, Sandbanks. 
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KS3 Poetry Competition 


