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elcome to this week’s newsletter! I hope 

you all had a good break last week. 

We are delighted that school trips are very much 

back on the school calendar. We consider these 

out of school activities an integral part of our 

school curriculum.  Over the half term holiday 

about 70 Year 10 and 12 students took part in 

their DofE practice expedition in Wareham Forest, 

and  about 50 Year 9 students travelled to Exeter 

for a PGL outdoor activity residential. My thanks to 

all those staff who gave up their time to give 

students these memorable experiences. 

Preparations are well underway for our Year 10 World of Work week, which takes place the week beginning 11th 

July. Students will complete CVs, have a mock interview, listen to inspirational speakers, visit local universities and 

local firms, and have careers talks from local employers.  On Thursday 14th July, students are invited to have an 

experience of the world of work by going to work for a day with a parent or carer.  Our traditional one week Work 

Experience placement has not been possible this year, but we are hopeful that we will be able to offer this to all 

Year 10 students next year.  We are still accepting offers from parents and members of the local community to help 

with our mock interview day on Tuesday 12th July. Please contact Mrs Tucker (tuckern@lytchett.org.uk) if you feel 

you can offer your services on this day. 

Unfortunately we have had to cancel the Fun Run that was due to take place on Sunday 19th June. The PTA hopes 

to announce other fundraising activities in the near future.  We are sorry for any disappointment this cancellation 

may cause. I hope those who were getting in training for it will continue to develop their levels of fitness and 

perhaps consider taking part in one of the local park runs? 

Next week, our Year 7s will have their first experience of ‘end of year exams’. Given that they did not take SATs at 

the end of Year 6, we appreciate that this may be quite a challenge for some students. To make the experience less 

daunting, we have decided to get them to take the exams in classrooms rather than in the sports hall. If you are a 

parent of a Year 7 student, please encourage them to make use of the revision tips they have been given by their 

teachers. Developing effective revision techniques at an early age is a worthwhile investment in time and energy. 

On Tuesday and Thursday this week, I had the pleasure of accompanying 14 Year 7 

and 8 Lytchett boys down to Upton Juniors.  The purpose of these visits was to 

support Year 5 boys with their reading. Building on the success of our ‘paired reading’ 

programme with our sixth formers and Year 7s, this selected group of Year 7 and 8 

boys listen to Year 5 boys reading and then discuss what they have just read. The aim 

is to develop the Year 5s’ confidence in reading and to encourage them to read for 

pleasure.  We will be visiting Upton Juniors six times over the next three weeks. 

Getting boys reading from an early age is a priority for us all! 

Thank you as always for your support. 
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The Lytchett Diamond 

We are replacing our Consequence Pyramid (C1, C2, C3) with what we are calling The Lytchett Diamond 

(with apologies to maths purists!). We hope these new posters that have been put up in every classroom 

will provide a more positive, balanced message with an emphasis on rewards rather than just on 

sanctions.  As you will see, there are many ways that we reward our hardworking young people.   
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Dofe Practice Expedition 

The lawn in front of the Manor House provided the idyllic setting for the first overnight camping experience of our 

Year 10 Bronze DofE students. Nearly 70 students camped out in perfect weather on Friday 27th May before under-

taking a reasonably straightforward hike in Wareham Forest. Over the next few weekends our DofE students will be 

completing their assessed expeditions on Cranborne Chase. They will be required to hike for a minimum of 12 hours 

over 2 days, using only a route map, route card and a compass, cook their own meals using a Trangia stove, and put 

up and sleep in a tent.   We are delighted that the popularity of our DofE programme continues to grow with more 

students taking up the challenge every year. 
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 Student Achievement 

Congratulation to Thomas Wigmore who recently attended a grading for kickboxing and has heard from his         
instructor he passed, we don't know the exact score but his instructor said it was a very good score well above the 
required pass rate.   
We are very proud of Thomas as he has worked incredibly hard for this both in his classes and at home .  
This means Thomas is now a black stripe brown belt and is one tough year away from being able to grade for a 
black belt. On top of all this his instructor has said that he is demonstrating great instructor related skills by helping 
out in the family class which includes children from the age of 6 up to adults much older than Thomas.  

 The importance of good attendance 

Please do all you can to encourage your child to attend school every day. Research has shown a significant link 

between good attendance and academic success. Students with good attendance are statistically more likely to 

leave school with better GCSE grades than those with poor attendance.  

If your child is frequently complaining of minor ailments (e.g. tummy ache), please let the House office know, but 

send them into school anyway.  If they are doing all they can to avoid school, there may be some underlying cause 

e.g. a learning difficulty or a fall-out with peers.  

Please avoid holidays in term time.  All holiday absences will be coded as unauthorised.  

Our Attendance Officer, Mrs Allen, is very keen to work with families that are struggling to get their children into 

school. Please contact her at allenb@lytchett.org.uk if you wish to discuss this with her. 
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Ex Student Achievement 

Ex-Lytchett student, Milly Mott has just secured a full-time contract with Southampton FC women after they        
secured promotion to the Woman's Championship League this season. After playing within the academy at       
Southampton up to age 16 and then for the woman's team for the last 2 years she has done amazingly well to 
break into adult football at this level. Congratulations Milly! 
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Parking in front of the Manor House 

Year 8 Art Exhibition 

Please be considerate when parking in the bays in front of the Manor 

House.  There are two bays that are marked for disabled drivers, please 

do not park in these bays if you do not have a disabled parking badge.  

These spaces have been marked with extra width to allow  for wheelchair 

access and are in constant daily use. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Students in Year 8 were asked to design a Conflict protest banner.  They created  placards using stencil printing 

and painting skills, using activism symbols and direct slogans  which were displayed at the front of the school. This 

was in response to the artists’ Mark Wallinger and Bob and Roberta Smith, and highlight our students views on 

the climate crisis, BLM, War in Ukraine, Equality in sport (rainbow laces) and food poverty. 
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Staff Changes in Gault House 

Careers - Help Wanted 

Parents/Carers—We need your help! 

We are organising a week of events for our year 10 students this July, to replace their work experience and 

are in need of employers to help us conduct mock interviews! 

We have had a great response from some of our local employers but still need more! 

If there are any parents who work for employers large or small, who are available and would be willing to 

spend Tuesday 12th July, here at Lytchett Minster School conducting mock interviews with Year 10 students 

we would be so appreciative. 

In addition, if any parents have experience of interviewing candidates for jobs and are free on this date, I 

can assure you, you will be well looked after for the day. 

Fiddle Toys 

In recent weeks, we have seen an explosion in the use of ‘fiddle toys’.  Some of these are large, some of them are 

noisy—many of them are wholly inappropriate in a classroom setting. We do appreciate that some of our students 

need to keep their fingers active during lessons and find ‘fidget toys’ very helpful. 

If your child would like to bring a ‘fidget toy’ to school, please ask them to speak to our SENDCO, Mrs Cowley, to 

make sure their fidget toy is approved for school use.  The long green stretchy and sticky strips of rubber which 

have made their appearance in recent weeks are not allowed as fidget toys. 

This week we said goodbye to Mrs Jerrett, Deputy Head of House in Gault House as she moves on to pastures 

new.  We would like to thank Mrs Jerrett for all of her hard work and working tirelessly for the Gault           

students.  We wish her well in her new role. 

The replacement  Deputy Head of House, Mrs  Palmer, does not start for another couple of weeks, so could 

we ask that all emails to Gault House are sent to the generic Gault email address below: 

 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Tel. Ext. 1202 
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Disposable Vapes Information 
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Free School Meals 

If your child qualifies for free school meals, not only will they receive a healthy meal on every school day, 

they’ll also get,  

 access to free holiday clubs  

 extra money for their school towards more teachers and activities 

 
It’s easy to find out if you qualify - complete our confidential checker at dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/free-school
-meals or telephone 01305 221090 

Apprenticeship Information 

Information session on Apprenticeships for parents/carers of students years 10-13 

 

Please sign up to attend this free event at the RNLI if you would like to find out more about                    
Apprenticeships from a parents perspective, to support your young person. 

 

Joanne Bowman - Careers Manager 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coffee-careers-morning-apprenticeships-20-tickets-347196553237?

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coffee-careers-morning-apprenticeships-20-tickets-347196553237?aff=erelpanelorg
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PTA News 
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Community News 
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Community News (continued) 



 13 

Community News cont’d 
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Community News cont’d 
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Important Dates 

Important dates: 

PTA Uniform Shop 

 
INSET DAY - Friday 24th June 

New Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 29th June (Year 6 parents only) at 7.00pm 

Transition Day (Year 6 pupils) - Thursday 7th July 

Sports Presentation Evening - Thursday 7th July at 7.00pm 

Sandwalk  - Friday 8th July 

Year 11 Prom - Friday 8th July at Kingston Maurward 

Sports Day - Monday 18th July 

Prize Giving - Tuesday 19th July 

School finishes for Summer - Thursday 21st July at 12.30pm 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1102 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1202 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk  Ext. 1502 

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1602 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1302 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext.1402 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk Ext.1702 

The PTA Uniform Shop will be open between 3pm and 4.30pm on the following dates: 

 Thursday 23rd June 

 Thursday 7th July 

The ‘trying on’ sessions for new starters school uniform will take place on Thursday 23rd June  

and Thursday 30th June from 3pm until 5pm.  The regular Uniform Shop will be on 7th July. 


