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elcome to our fourth Newsletter of the 

Summer Term! 

During these tours, many parents say they wish they could have attended such a beautiful school and ask if the 

students really appreciate the opportunities they have at the school, or whether they take it all for granted. In the 

vast majority of cases, I suggest, students are very aware and grateful, even if they are sometimes careless with 

their litter.   

This week, we took on our first Ukrainian student.  I am delighted that we have been able to offer this 14 year old a 

safe place to study, away from the horrors of war in his homeland.  A year ago, Ukraine was a thriving, democratic 

country .  It seems incredible to see how large swathes of the country now lie devastated as a result of the bombing 

and shelling by the Russian army.  We may complain about aspects of life in the UK, but we should never take our 

freedom and the fact that we enjoy relative peace and security, for granted. 

On Monday, we realised how reliant we are on the supply of clean, running water. It was a salutary reminder to us 

all just how much we take our water supply for granted; we expect water to flow when we turn on a tap or flush a 

toilet.  The sudden loss of water in the school around 10:45am on Monday presented us with something of a 

dilemma. We did not know how long it would take for the water company to fix the broken pipe down in the 

village. We knew it would be extremely difficult to contact all 1550 parents and tell them we would have to close 

the school at midday due to a lack of water. The decision was taken to keep the school open and to rough it out.  

Our site team kindly fetched buckets of water from the school pond to flush the toilets in MSH.  I am sorry for the  

We have many reasons to be grateful, and 

sometimes it is all too easy to forget just how 

fortunate we are, living where we do.   I have been 

reminded on a number of occasions this week how 

much we tend to take things for granted.  One of 

the privileges of being headmaster, is having the 

opportunity to show prospective students and 

parents around the school, noting the look of 

amazement on their faces as they see our fantastic 

facilities, the well-kept grounds, the excellent 

teaching, the well-behaved, hardworking students. 

inconvenience this situation caused students and staff, but closing the school midway 

through the day would have created significant problems for working parents and 

would have created serious issues getting students home quickly and safely. 

On page 2 of this newsletter, Mrs McCarthy discusses her new role as Senior Mental 

Health Lead. This is an area where we have seen a huge rise in requests for help from 

students and parents. I hope you feel that what we are putting in place is going to 

make a positive difference. Keeping our students safe and healthy (in body and mind)  

is our absolute priority. 

Thank you as always for your support. 
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Senior Mental Health Lead—Mrs S. McCarthy 

“I have been working at Lytchett since 2010 and very soon moved into a pastoral role; firstly as a Deputy 
Head of House in Wealden and then later as a Head of Gault House. As an extra responsibility I became 
the ‘Wellbeing Lead’ in 2016 so when the role of Senior Mental Health Lead became available through 
government funded training, it seemed like the next logical step to take. We had already developed a   
robust approach to our students’ wellbeing in school, but the course that I attended provided a number of 
great strategies from around the world that we have been able to adopt as our own at Lytchett. We are 
now delighted to be operating a three tier system which looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you may be aware, all students now have a ‘helpline’ card with a range of places that they can go to 
for help if they need it outside of school hours. We have also designed and built a fantastic wellbeing    
survey which we send out every term to assess how the school community is doing. When students      
complete it, they are given suggestions for help that has been identified through their answers in the 
shape of apps, videos and longer articles in order to help all year groups.  
 
As I write, we are in the latter stages of building a dedicated website page, which will be focused on      
student wellbeing. It will include a referral form for the whole Lytchett community to raise any concerns 
about their mental health, or anyone that they might be worried about. My new role will involve         
monitoring and reviewing these referrals and triaging to the best-fit intervention available. The aim of the 
school is to ensure that students who struggle with their mental health are identified promptly and are 
then moved through our intervention process before it becomes a bigger problem.” 
 
Mrs Sally-Anne McCarthy (Head of Gault House) 
If you have any concerns about your child’s mental health, please contact their pastoral team who will make a   
referral and set up a suitable pathway for their needs.   

Tier 1 - Whole school approach 
 

This includes wellbeing assemblies, PSHE, guidance      

interviews and the school buddy system. 

Tier 2 - Group work 
 

We have recently introduced a course called ‘Flourish’ 
which is being rolled out for students who need help with 

resilience, confidence and low mood. 

Tier 3 - 1:1 work  
 

We have a school counsellor, ELSA specialist, pastoral 
mentors, external 1:1 workers and our trained 6th form 

wellbeing mentors. 
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Dance Workshop 

At the beginning of May Year 8 dancers were given the opportunity to see BLKDOG by the dance company ‘Far 
From the Norm’ at the Lighthouse, Poole and then participate in a workshop the next day with one of the        
company dancers. This was an extremely positive experience and the students were excited and enthused by the 
performance, which really opened their minds to what dance can be.  

The workshop the next day was first rate. They all thoroughly enjoyed working with Vicky the workshop facilitator 
who is a fantastic role model for young dancers. This was an incredible experience and the Dance Department 
would like to say well done to all of those who took part in this opportunity! 

Student’s Work 

Well done to Keira Hampson in Year 7 who produced this amazing  Motte and Bailey Castle piece for her of 

History homework! 
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Maths Challenge - UK Mathematics Trust 

The UK Mathematics Trust was founded in 1996 with the charitable aim to advance the education of young people 
in mathematics. 

They do this by working with hundreds of volunteers across the UK to organize competitions promoting problem 
solving and team work and other mathematical enrichment activities. The enrichment activities aim to open young 
people's minds to the breadth and depth of mathematics. 

The biggest competitions are the Junior, Intermediate and Senior Mathematical Challenges, which have over 700 
000 entries each year, and are the UK's most popular school competitions.  

The highest-scoring students then get invited to take part in follow-on rounds called Kangaroos and Olympiads. 

With this year being the 25th Anniversary year of the UKMT, there was an additional 25th Anniversary Challenge to 
celebrate.  Congratulations to all the following students for taking part in this additional challenge. 

Year 7 

Molly Attridge, Lily Barber, Joanna Burzlaff, Blaize Carroll, Wilson Dimond, Jack O’Sullivan, Bryony Rowat, Olivia 
Sage, George Utting, James Whiffen and Larna Yates. 

Year 8 

Molly Balmforth, Kaj Gale, OJ Jones, Alex King, Harry Meineck, Fletcher Murray, Hayden Ryland, Maddie Sherren, 
Louis Smith and Emily Strutt. 

Junior Maths Challenge 

During April this year, 33 students from Years 7 and 8 took part in this year’s Junior Maths Challenge, 

Year 7 Silver Award - Joanna Burzlaff 

Year 8 Silver Award - Kaj Gale, Frankie Bramley and Alex King 

Year 7 Bronze Award - Blaize Carroll, Rhys Crews, Jack Oliver, Bryony Rowat, James Whiffen and Olivia Sage 

Year 8 Bronze Award - Harry Allen, Oakley Kimber, Adam Minhas, Darcie Smith, Lexie Taylor and Alice Suckling 

Year 7 Certificate of Participation - Molly Attridge, Angel Baker, Zak Morland, Robyn Balmforth, Josh Evans, OJ 
Jones, Aubrey Parsons, George Utting and Larna Yates 

Year 8 Certificate of Participation - Max Bryan, Jim Greaves, Seth Hume, Fletcher Murray, Louis Smith, Cavin       
Stephen, Emily Strutt and George Womble  

Intermediate Maths Challenge 

During February this year 15 students from Years 9,10 and 11 took part in this year’s Intermediate Maths Challenge 

Year 9 Bronze Award - Will Meaden 

Year 10 Bronze Award - Ethan Muraro 

Year 11 Bronze Award - Memphis Roche, Lucas Sibley, Ben Sutton and Jonathan Nunn 

Year 11 Silver Award - Sasha Gillot, Chloe Harradine and Liam Stewart 

Year 9 Certificate of Participation - Edward Massey and Ryan Walsh 

Year 10 Certificate of Participation - Emily Harrington, Kobi Husher and Ashveer Jaswal 

Year 11 Certificate of Participation - George Taylor 

 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/junior-mathematical-challenge
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/intermediate-mathematical-challenge
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/senior-mathematical-challenge


 5 

UK Maths Challenge cont. 

If your child qualifies for free school meals, not only will they receive a healthy meal on every school day, 

they’ll also get,  

 access to free holiday clubs  

 extra money for their school towards more teachers and activities 

 
It’s easy to find out if you qualify - complete our confidential checker at dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/free-school
-meals or telephone 01305 221090 

Free School Meals 

Senior Maths Challenge 

During October last year 19 students from Years 12 and 13 took part in this year’s Senior Maths Challenge. 

Year 12 Bronze Award - Laura Harriss, Zack Little, Mia Longhurst and Joe Smith 

Year 13 Bronze Award - Ralph Enstone, Matthew Frame, Benito Lucchesi, Chloe Sewell, Anna Tatham, Erin         

Wilkinson and Alicia Wilson 

Year 13 Silver Award - George Bossons and Sam Richman 

Year 12 Certificate of Participation - Elliot Bell, Dylan Collins, Dante Sinaguglia and Thomas Taylor 

Year 13 Certificate of Participation - Jamie Cunningham and Henry Roscoe 

All challenges for this academic year have now been completed.  Students who enjoy maths and are good at   

problem solving should use the UKMT website Home page | UK Mathematics Trust (ukmt.org.uk) to familiarise  

themselves with past papers/problems and speak to their maths teachers next year about taking part. 

Well done to students in all years who have taken part this year. 

 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/
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PTA News 
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Extra Curricular Clubs 

Please see the new extra-curricular timetable  

Youth Voice Census 2022 

Parents/Carers, 

Please could you ask your child/children to complete the survey below. 

It’s an annual survey run by Youth Employment UK to find out how young people feel about a number of issues  
including education, employment, training, work and where they live.   It ensures their voices are heard. 

Thank you,  

Joanne Bowman, Careers Manager 

Youth Voice Census 2022 (alchemer.eu)  

https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90431525/AmazingApprenticeshipsYVC
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Exam Invigilators 

Careers - Help Wanted 

Would you like to join our Team of  Exam Invigilators?  We are currently looking for casual exam invigilators to 

work on a part time basis.  We are looking for enthusiastic and organised individuals to join our Exam    Invigila-

tion team. Invigilators will be employed on a casual basis. Hours are variable depending upon the exam timeta-

ble. The requirement for this exam season will be  from 16th May to 29th June and we would expect  invigila-

tors to be able to commit to being available during this period. Invigilators will also need to be available to un-

dertake the necessary training in advance of this.  

To find out more and to apply, please follow the link on our website, or if you have any questions, please     

contact our exams manager Mrs Jo Biddle.   

https://lytchett.org.uk/job/exam-invigilators-2/ 

Parents/Carers—We need your help! 

We are organising a week of events for our year 10 students this July, to replace their work experience and 
are in need of Employers to help us conduct mock interviews! 

We have had a great response from some of our local employers but still need more! 

If there are any parents who work for employers large or small, who are available and would be willing to 
spend Tuesday 12th July, here at Lytchett Minster School conducting mock interviews with year 10 students 
we would be so appreciative. 

In addition, if any parents have experience of interviewing candidates for jobs and are free on this date, I 
can     assure you, you will be well looked after for the day. 

 

For more information or to sign up for the mock interviews, please contact tuckern@lytchett.org.uk  

mailto:tuckern@lytchett.org.uk
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Fringe Fundraiser 

For those of you who don't know me I'm an ex-student turned maths mentor but my passion is 
the theatre. Thanks to this schools amazing performing arts department I left Lytchett and 
went to train at East 15 Acting school. I recently graduated and have formed my own theatre 
company with the hope of taking our show to this years Edinburgh Fringe Festival. We were 
supposed to go back in 2020 but obviously that didn't happen. Taking a show to the fringe is 
very expensive, and without the usual funding given to us by our school which was cut due to 
the  pandemic, we are currently fundraising by doing a mix of events and offering prizes for 
certain donations. I would be eternally grateful for any donation or even just sharing this link 
with others you feel might be able to help. 

Here is the link: https://gofund.me/091636e2 

Many Thanks 

Tyler 

Community News  

https://gofund.me/091636e2
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Community News (continued) 
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Important Dates 

Important dates: 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1102 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1202 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk  Ext. 1502 

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1602 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext. 1302 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk Ext.1402 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk Ext.1702 

PTA Uniform Shop 

 

The PTA Uniform Shop will be open between 3pm and 4.30pm on the following dates: 

 Thursday 26th May 

 Thursday 23rd June 

Half Term - Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June 

Lytchett Fun Run  -  Sunday 19th June (10.00am—12.00pm) 

INSET DAY - Friday 24th June 

Sandwalk  - Friday 8th July 

Year 11 Prom - Friday 8th July at Kingston Maurward 

Sports Day - Monday 18th July 

Prize Giving - Tuesday 19th July 

School finishes for Summer - Thursday 21st July at 12.30pm 

The ‘trying on’ sessions for new starters school uniform will take place on Thursday 23rd June  

and Thursday 30th June from 3pm until 5pm.  The regular Uniform Shop will be on 7th July. 


