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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our first Newsletter of 2022. 

A happy new year to you all! 

7th January 2022 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I am pleased to report that, despite the significant 

increase in Omicron cases across the country, our 

own staffing levels are just about holding up. We 

do not foresee the need to move to remote 

learning for any of our year groups, for the time 

being.  We shall of course keep this under review.  

For the sake of the school and local community, 

please ensure your child continues to take a 

lateral flow test twice weekly, and keep your child 

at home if they test positive.   

We were very sorry to learn of the passing of Stuart Clark, former headmaster of Lytchett Minster School, shortly 

before Christmas.  Mr Clark worked tirelessly over 18 years for the benefit of Lytchett students, ensuring that they 

received an outstanding education in the most splendid of learning environments.  Much of the beauty of the 

current school site is the product of Mr Clark’s ambitious vision.  Although he retired nearly 8 years ago, I am sure 

he will be remembered  fondly by parents  (who are former Lytchett students) and by older siblings of current 

students.  Please see our tribute to Mr Clark on pages 2 and 3 of this newsletter. 

We are very fortunate at Lytchett to have a well stocked library, which is superbly managed by Mrs Bossons, our 

librarian. It is widely recognised that there is a clear correlation between the amount of reading a student does 

lower down the school and the level of academic success they go on to achieve at GCSE and beyond. Educational 

performance is clearly enhanced by reading for pleasure.  The richer a student’s vocabulary, the more accessible 

they will find the curriculum. I would encourage all students to read voraciously; paperbacks, hardbacks, e-books, 

newspapers, even audio books—they will all help our young people to expand their vocabulary and ultimately 

thrive in school.  Parents of younger students would be doing their child a great favour by reading with, or to them, 

as part of their evening routine.  Year 7 students seem to be really enjoying Book Buzz; let’s keep fostering this love 

of reading with all our students! I am pleased to note that boys at Lytchett are reading more than ever before. 

Hopefully this will start to redress the attainment gap which exists, at a national and local level, between boys and 

girls, where girls are outperforming boys in most areas of the curriculum.   

 
We are very grateful to all those parents, students and staff who kindly donated 

gifts for the Rotary Shoebox Appeal this year.  The Rotary Club has confirmed that 

150 shoeboxes were collected from Lytchett Minster School.  On page 8 of this 

newsletter you will see photos of smiling children in Albania, opening the shoe-

boxes sent by the Lytchett community.   

Happy New Year! 
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A Tribute to Stuart Clark (former headmaster) 

Mr Clark’s motivation in all that he did was to ensure that Lytchett students had the best of everything possible, 

and this was most clearly portrayed in his desire for the school to enjoy the finest learning environment. The site’s 

tranquil nature, its quiet elegance and architectural beauty are all testimony to Mr Clark’s vision of a first-class 

school campus, designed to enable students to achieve their potential, no matter what subject they excelled in. 

This vision was coupled with his passion for a wide-ranging curriculum which encouraged those who were 

academic, sporting, artistic, scientific and creative alike. 

Many people who knew him well speak of his kind, caring attitude. He was very much a ‘people person’ and 

showed great attention to the individual needs of others.  Many of his colleagues speak of the invaluable support 

he gave them at key points in their lives. He was also very self-deprecating and never took himself too seriously.  

 Mr Clark was a man of strong Christian faith, which he was never afraid to stand up for.  Mr Clark’s strong moral  

Mr Clark was headmaster of Lytchett Minster School for 18 years.  

During that time the school saw a significant increase in its numbers 

and a massive transformation and expansion of its facilities.  By the 

time Mr Clark retired in July 2014, Lytchett had become one of the 

most popular and successful schools in Dorset. 

His gentle, quiet demeanour concealed a sharp intellect, a wealth of 

educational experience, a wonderful sense of humour, a seemingly 

effortless musical talent (pianist and composer), outstanding cricketer 

– and such great humility that meant most of this was never seen. 

From teacher, to head of department, then head of sixth form, and 

finally headteacher, Mr Clark’s lifelong career was dedicated to 

helping his students maximise and realise their potential. 

Throughout the trying times that followed the fire which destroyed 

the Creative Arts block, Mr Clark demonstrated seemingly limitless 

energy and determination to ensure that the school achieved the 

greatest possible outcome. His relentless insistence on getting the 

very best resulted in not only a state-of-the-art rebuild completed in a 

remarkably short space of time, but also a first-class temporary 

provision which in itself surpassed many secondary schools’ facilities. 

compass set a tone for the school; one which is warmly upheld and respected 

to this day.  

Having retired, Mr Clark was eager to continue to serve the education sector 

in a voluntary capacity, and was soon welcomed as the chair of governors to 

St Luke’s School in Bournemouth.  

All staff, students, governors and parents of Lytchett Minster School owe Mr 

Clark a huge debt of gratitude for his dedication and determination in helping 

to make Lytchett the wonderful school it is today. 

 

Contributions by Stephen Coombes, Andrew Mead, Tony Perry, Kent Catchpole and 

Sally-Anne McCarthy 
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Stuart Clark (former headmaster of 

Lytchett Minster School, 1997—2014), 

who died 22nd December 2021, aged 68. 
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Bookbuzz 

Bookbuzz is a very successful programme designed to promote and encourage 

reading for pleasure. This year, it has been possible for us to purchase two 

books for every child in year 7. We are pleased to say that their books have   

arrived and are being received with much enthusiasm during their library     

lesson.   

We would like you to read one of these books with your child at home.  It 

would be great if you could take turns to read a page each so that you are 

modelling reading with expression and can also assist with any pronunciation 

or vocabulary that your child may need help with understanding when it is 

their turn to read. 

We hope that you enjoy the books that they have chosen! 



 5 

KS3 Parenting Workshop 

All parents of KS3 students (Years 7 to 9) are  invited to attend a presentation in the theatre 

on Monday 10th January (4.30pm-5.30pm), on the bestselling parent’s guide to bringing 

up teenagers, ‘Get out of my life….but first take me and Alex into town’.  The presentation 

will be given by the headmaster, Andrew Mead, and will  focus on the following areas: 

 

1. Adolescence 

 
 

 

 

2. Between Parent and Teenager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All attendees will be required to wear a mask in the theatre. 

 Communication and Trust 

 Controlling your teenager 

 Conflict 

 

 What is adolescence? 

 What they do and why 

 Being the parent of a teenager 
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Free Resuscitation and Defibrillator Training Sessions 

RSPB Garden Birdwatch 

Be wowed by your local wildlife. Big Garden Birdwatch is for everyone, whether you're a complete        
beginner or a birding expert. Simply count the birds you see in your garden, from your balcony or in your 
local park for one hour between 28 and 30 January 2022. 
 

Big Garden Birdwatch | The RSPB  

Following the installation of Defibrillators around Lytchett Matravers, and the associated publicity   
campaign about their locations, Lytchett Matravers Parish Council have organised three 1-hour FREE 
Resuscitation and Defibrillator training sessions. 

They are on Saturday 15th January,  9.15-10.15am,    10.30-11.30am    and  11.45am-12.45pm   in the 
Lytchett Matravers Village Hall.   Refreshments will be available.  Covid-measures will be taken:  social              
distancing, and masks must be worn.   

In order to control numbers, bookings can be made at  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/defib-training-
tickets-215041794797 

These are open to adults and secondary-school aged children. 

This is fantastic opportunity to gain valuable-life-saving skills at no charge. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/?&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=RSPB+Brand+-+Exact-RSPB+Head+Terms+Exact&utm_term=rspb&gclid=5595cd0118e01ff0c01bacd544fa80dc&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/defib-training-tickets-215041794797
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/defib-training-tickets-215041794797
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Lytchett Lecture Series 
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Rotary Shoebox Appeal 

Dear Mrs Colvin and all the Students at Lytchett Minster School 
Thank you all for your amazing generosity which resulted in over 150 wonderful shoeboxes being donated from 
your School. 
Please find attached some pictures of children receiving their boxes in Albania just in time for Christmas. 
Your gifts have simply spread so much happiness.   
With your help, Wareham Rotary were able to send 643 shoeboxes, which added to the Rotary Wessex total of 
over 18,000 boxes, each one a gift to a child unlikely to have had any other gifts. 
 
Thank you again. 
With warm wishes to you all, and I hope you have a very happy New Year 
 
Debbie 
 
Debbie Dunford 
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Community News 
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Governor News 

We are delighted to welcome two new Governors to the Governing Body. 

Luke Crutcher joins us as a  Co-opted Governor. 

Luke runs a local Home Technology company, looking after Sales 

and Marketing.  He has a son in Year 7 and is involved in youth 

sports coaching locally.  

Rachelle Crews joins us as a Parent Governor. 

Rachelle has two sons that attend Lytchett in Year 10 and Year 7.  

Governor Vacancies 

The Governing Body currently has a vacancy. 

We are particularly interested in welcoming to the governing body people 

with the following areas of expertise: business, sites and services, and finance. 

For further information, or to put forward your name for consideration, please 

contact Judith Hayward, clerk to the Governors at clerk@lytchett.org.uk 

To be considered for the role, please provide a short biography which will be 

used for ‘hustings’ purposes by Friday 28th January 2022. 

Private Maths Tutoring 

 
With years of experience tutoring GCSE maths students both within and outside of Lytchett. Flexible on 
time slots and offers an enthusiastic approach whether it’s getting a pass or pushing for the top grades.  
Contact tyler.hoyland@gmail.com for any enquires. 

mailto:tyler.hoyland@gmail.com
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Sports Clubs 

Dorset School Admission Arrangements Consultation - 2023/2024 

Dorset are running the annual consultation on the School Admission Arrangements for 2023/2024 with 

effect from Monday 29th November 2021 to Sunday 23rd January 2022.  

Details of the consultation will be available to view at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-

school-admissions-policies 

Responses must be submitted either in writing to School Admissions Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, 

Dorchester, DT1 1XJ or by email to schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by Sunday 23rd January 

2022.  

Upon the conclusion of the consultation period all responses will be considered carefully and a report 

will be presented to Dorset Council’s Cabinet meeting on 1st March 2022. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
mailto:schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Important dates: 

Important Dates 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk   

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk 

KS3 Parenting Workshop  - Monday 10th January 2022,  4.30-5.30pm (in the theatre) 

Year 11 (online) Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 13th January  4.00pm-8.00pm  

Year 9 Options Evening (via Zoom) - Monday 17th January, 7.00pm—8.00pm with Mr 

Perry and Mr Mead. Please contact milesh@lytchett.org.uk to receive a Zoom invite  

Lytchett Lecture - ‘Changes in diplomacy and international relations’ - Monday 24th 

January, 6.00pm-7.15pm (via Zoom). Please contact milesh@lytchett.org.uk to receive a 

Zoom invite. 

PTA Uniform Shop 

The PTA Uniform Shop will be open between 3pm and 4.30pm on the following dates: 

 Thursday 13th January 

 Thursday 17th February 


