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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W elcome to our second Newsletter of 
2022! I hope the year has got off to a 
positive start for you! 

14th January 2022 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I am pleased to inform you that staffing levels 

remain reasonably stable.  Staff absence is not 

being unduly marked by positive Covid tests.  

Although we are having to call in supply teachers 

in a number of subject areas, we are managing to 

operate pretty normally for this time of year. 

Student attendance is lower than we would 

normally expect at this time of year, but we have 

not seen a huge spike of Covid cases - at this 

stage. 

It has been quite a week for our Year 9s.  On Thursday 6th January, a group of Year 9s took part in a ‘Forensic 

Investigation’ with  a team of students from Bournemouth University.  They had to do some serious detective work 

using their powers of logical deduction but also their newly gained forensic science skills. For a detailed account of 

this fascinating workshop by one of our budding Year 9 forensic scientists, please see pages 2 & 3. 

On Monday and Tuesday, 10th and 11th January 60 Year 9 students were able to take part in a workshop entitled 

Talk the Talk.  The whole day workshops provided students with the opportunity to develop their public speaking 

skills.  The external facilitator was extremely impressed with our students, saying how polite, conscientious and 

encouraging of each other they were. Public speaking is not for everyone and for many  it is considerably outside of 

their comfort zone.  I understand our Year 9s made considerable progress during their one day workshop. They 

were also great ambassadors for the school.  We are very proud of them. 

We are delighted to welcome Bournemouth University professor, Dr Dolea, to our Lytchett Lecture Series later this 

month. She will be speaking on the title:  ‘Changes in Diplomacy and International Relations’. We are very fortunate 

to be attracting such high calibre speakers to our lecture series, which are open to all students, parents, staff and 

members of the local community, free of charge. Please see page 7 for details about how to access this online 

lecture. 

 

And finally, some breaking news!  Our Year 10 boys have just achieved an 

extraordinary victory over Oak Academy in what I was assured was a football 

match. The final result was 17-0! Congratulations to our Year 10 footballers on a 

very impressive, disciplined display.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Stay well! 
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Year 9 Forensics Workshop Review 

On Thursday the 6th of January 2022, my class and I had the amazing opportunity to experience a ‘Forensic          

Investigation’ with 4 very welcoming and friendly Bournemouth University students. We were given activity     

booklets which had all the information to carry out our investigation. Our task was to find out the murderer of RIP 

the pig. To find out who the murderer was, we had to do 4 tasks which were: Fingerprints, Blood samples, Shoe 

print and handwriting. These tasks were all incredibly fun but also very educational, so we got on our gloves and 

into teams and got started, 

First our group did finger printing. We were told that some fingerprints were found on a rolling pin (the murder 

weapon) and a mug (ordinary mug). We got laminated fingerprints from the crime scene and photos of fingerprints 

which we had to match up, the suspects were Sunny Bunny (Rip’s wife), Funky Monkey (Sunny Bunny’s colleague) 

and Blair Bear (RIP’s Best friend). We had to match up the fingerprints to the characters, we learnt about all the 

several types of fingerprints like: Loop, Arch, and swirl. After this task we now know some information about the 

possible murderer. 

Next, we analyzed footprints, we did this by looking at the size of shoe, you can also work out height by the size of 

someone’s shoe by dividing the length in CM by 0.15, for example 28/0.15=186.6667. This gives you their estimated 

height. In our booklet we were given the suspects Name, how they knew RIP, their age, sex, and height. Height   

being key point in the task, we could have a pretty accurate measurement of whose shoes were whose. This was 

important because one of the footprints was found in flour within the kitchen (the murder scene) and some      

footprints outside. We now knew whose shoes were on the scene and whose fingerprints were on the scene, but 

we still needed more... 

Penultimately, our team went to the ‘Handwriting’ station. In this task we had to analyze the style and type of 

writing in  categories such as: slant, size, letter shape and spacing between words. Handwriting is very personal and 

unique therefore as there was a threatening letter at the murder scene and samples of the suspects' writing we 

could figure out who wrote it. You might think that writing just tells us who wrote something, but you’d be wrong, 

we learnt that the slant of writing shows how that person was feeling when writing for example a wright slant 

would indicate a desire to write or whom who wrote it is    eager, a left slant indicates unwillingness to write, or 

desires to hide emotions and an upright style would similarly indicate unwillingness to display emotion. Who knew 

you could learn so much by writing? Anyway, now our group had one suspect in mind as they had suspiciously 

come up a lot... 

Finally, we went to the ‘Splatter Station’ which was a blood splat task, we had to figure out the angle of the murder 

as we were informed, he had been killed with a rolling pin to the head. We did this by using a big piece of paper 

which showed where the murderer was standing and where RIP was, as the blood was in a large amount in one  

area. The splatted blood was heavy in one area and nearer the bottom of the paper, the splatters were further 

apart and smaller, we call this an ‘Impact Splatter’. By where the murderer was standing and where RIP was, we 

could tell the murderer was left-handed, which we could use as   information when we questioned the suspects 

later. Amazingly we could calculate the impact and angle of the blood by    measuring its width and length in mm 

and diving them together, making a ratio. On a calculator you would divide the numbers, Press shift, then SIN, type 

in the ratio. Which gives us an angle. A 3D origin of a pattern can be determined using projected strings and a     

protractor to measure impact angles and determine height which means we could tell whether the victim was 

standing, sitting or even lying down. (Isn’t that cool!!!) 

We concluded our amazing experience by collecting our evidence and questioning each suspect, which gave us our 

final       information. We went back into our teams and decided on the final verdict. We then presented our ideas 

to the class and ... We were right! The murderer was.... I'm kidding I couldn’t spoil it! 
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Year 9 Forensics Workshop Review cont. 

I would like to thank Bournemouth University for this experience, which was so fun and educational. The 4        

students we had were a pleasure to have at our school and were so very friendly so a big thank you to them too! 

Overall, this was a positive and very educational but fun learning experience, and I would like to thank everyone 

involved and a special thanks to Mr. Reghif for helping to organize this opportunity, as this was not just a murder 

mystery, but it has expanded our knowledge or even started our knowledge on Forensic Investigations and has 

given us ways to look deeper into things and not just make assumptions. Which in my opinion is a great skill to 

have. Thank you and can I just say what a series of Un-porcine-ite events this has been for poor RIP... 

Tamzin Harris 
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Student Achievements 

Congratulations to Ruben Coat, Year 10 Portland, who was awarded the 2021 ‘Up and Coming’ driver 
award by Ringwood Cheetahs at the recent end of season awards evening. Ruben has had a successful 
year racing with Ringwood Cheetahs and has progressed through the categories very quickly. He has been 
recognised as a clean racer and this has certainly helped him achieve a number of wins during the course 
of the season. If you spectate at any Ringwood Cheetahs event in 2022 then look out for #819! 

A reminder to all Year 9 parents that our online Options Evening is taking place on Monday 

17th January via ZOOM, 7.00pm-8.00pm. This will consist of a presentation by Assistant 

Headteacher, Mr Perry followed by a Q and A session, where parents can ask questions to 

Mr Mead and Mr Perry about the Options process. 

To receive an invite to this online event, please email : milesh@lytchett.org.uk . 

Please ensure you have Zoom installed on your phone/ipad/laptop/home computer before 

the meeting starts. 

Year 9 Options Evening 
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Bookbuzz 

Bookbuzz is a very successful programme designed to promote and encourage 

reading for pleasure. This year, it has been possible for us to purchase two 

books for every child in year 7. We are pleased to say that their books have   

arrived and are being received with much enthusiasm during their library     

lesson.   

We would like you to read one of these books with your child at home.  It 

would be great if you could take turns to read a page each so that you are 

modelling reading with expression and can also assist with any pronunciation 

or vocabulary that your child may need help with understanding when it is 

their turn to read. 

We hope that you enjoy the books that they have chosen! 
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Free Resuscitation and Defibrillator Training Sessions 

RSPB Garden Birdwatch 

Be wowed by your local wildlife. Big Garden Birdwatch is for everyone, whether you're a complete        
beginner or a birding expert. Simply count the birds you see in your garden, from your balcony or in your 
local park for one hour between 28 and 30 January 2022. 
 

Big Garden Birdwatch | The RSPB  

Following the installation of Defibrillators around Lytchett Matravers, and the associated publicity   
campaign about their locations, Lytchett Matravers Parish Council have organised three 1-hour FREE 
Resuscitation and Defibrillator training sessions. 

They are on Saturday 15th January,  9.15-10.15am,    10.30-11.30am    and  11.45am-12.45pm   in the 
Lytchett Matravers Village Hall.   Refreshments will be available.  Covid-measures will be taken:  social              
distancing, and masks must be worn.   

In order to control numbers, bookings can be made at  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/defib-training-
tickets-215041794797 

These are open to adults and secondary-school aged children. 

This is fantastic opportunity to gain valuable-life-saving skills at no charge. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/?&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=RSPB+Brand+-+Exact-RSPB+Head+Terms+Exact&utm_term=rspb&gclid=5595cd0118e01ff0c01bacd544fa80dc&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/defib-training-tickets-215041794797
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/defib-training-tickets-215041794797
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Lytchett Lecture Series 
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Job vacancies - Exam Invigilators 

 

 

Governor Vacancies 

The Governing Body currently has a vacancy. 

We are particularly interested in welcoming to the governing body people 

with the following areas of expertise: business, sites and services, and finance. 

For further information, or to put forward your name for consideration, please 

contact Judith Hayward, clerk to the Governors at clerk@lytchett.org.uk 

To be considered for the role, please provide a short biography which will be 

used for ‘hustings’ purposes by Friday 28th January 2022. 

Private Maths Tutoring 

 
With years of experience tutoring GCSE maths students both within and outside of Lytchett. Flexible on 
time slots and offers an enthusiastic approach whether it’s getting a pass or pushing for the top grades.  
Contact tyler.hoyland@gmail.com for any enquires. 

We are looking for enthusiastic and organised individuals to join our Exam Invigilation team.   Invigilators 
will be employed on a casual basis.  Hours are variable depending upon the exam timetable.  The 
requirement for this exam season will be from 7th March to 15th March and from 16th May to 29th June 
and we would expect invigilators to be able to commit to being available during this period. Invigilators 
will also need to be available to undertake the necessary training in advance of this.  

 

Successful candidates will work as part of a pool of casual invigilators and should have excellent 
communication skills and the ability to deal with issues calmly and effectively. Invigilators must be 
reliable, punctual, flexible and able to concentrate for long periods. Previous experience working within a 
secondary school environment would be an advantage. Full training will be provided. 

Full details and an application form are available on the school website: 

https://www.eteach.com/job/exam-invigilators-1202787  

mailto:tyler.hoyland@gmail.com
https://www.eteach.com/job/exam-invigilators-1202787
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Sports News 

Dorset School Admission Arrangements Consultation - 2023/2024 

Dorset are running the annual consultation on the School Admission Arrangements for 2023/2024 with 

effect from Monday 29th November 2021 to Sunday 23rd January 2022.  

Details of the consultation will be available to view at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-

school-admissions-policies 

Responses must be submitted either in writing to School Admissions Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, 

Dorchester, DT1 1XJ or by email to schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by Sunday 23rd January 

2022.  

Upon the conclusion of the consultation period all responses will be considered carefully and a report 

will be presented to Dorset Council’s Cabinet meeting on 1st March 2022. 

The year 7/8 girls football team battled well in the next round of the County Cup but unfortunately lost 2-1 
against Sir John Colfox Academy. The girls were brilliant and should be very proud of themselves, despite the 
result. Holly D scored a wonder goal to open the scoring late in the first half and after a very close game, Colfox 
scored in the last few seconds to win the game. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
mailto:schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Community News 
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Important dates: 

Important Dates 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk   

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk 

Year 9 Options Evening (via Zoom) - Monday 17th January, 7.00pm—8.00pm with Mr 

Perry and Mr Mead. Please contact milesh@lytchett.org.uk to receive a Zoom invite  

Lytchett Lecture - ‘Changes in diplomacy and international relations’ - Monday 24th 

January, 6.00pm-7.15pm (via Zoom). Please contact milesh@lytchett.org.uk to receive a 

Zoom invite. 

Year 13 (online) Parents’ Evening  -  Thursday  27th January, 4.00pm -8.00pm 

 

PTA Uniform Shop 

The PTA Uniform Shop will be open between 3pm and 4.30pm on the following dates: 

 Thursday 17th February 

 Thursday 24th March 

 Thursday 28th April 


