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W 

elcome to our Newsletter.   

3rd December 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

Since Tuesday 30th November, staff and students 

at Lytchett have been wearing face coverings in 

classrooms and corridors. We believe this is a 

necessary precaution, in light of the emergence of 

the new Omicron variant.  Our priority is keeping 

our school community safe.  By so doing so, we 

are also increasing the likelihood of being able to 

keep the school open.  I am very grateful to 

students and parents for supporting us this week 

with mask wearing. The level of student 

compliance has been really excellent. 

The arrival of the Omicron variant has brought with it a new level of uncertainty for schools.  There are many 

questions raised by this unfortunate turn of events that cannot be fully answered for a number of weeks. We are all 

hoping that the Omicron variant does not take hold, as the Delta variant did, and create a fresh wave of infections 

across the country. We are advised of the possibility of another ‘pingdemic’ where staff and students may be 

required to self–isolate for 10 days, if they have been in close contact with someone infected by the new variant. 

We do not want to be sending home whole year groups because we do not have enough staff to cover lessons for 

sick or self-isolating colleagues.  Once year groups started being sent home across the country, there would 

undoubtedly be calls for GCSE and A Level exams to be cancelled again and replaced by teacher assessed grades. 

Let’s hope we do not have to go there again!  In these uncertain times, we need to focus on what we can control 

and not allow things we cannot control to overwhelm us. We must be cautious and follow the guidance around 

vaccinations, boosters, face coverings and ventilation.  The government has asked schools to ensure all students 

take a lateral flow test on return to school in the new year.  I can confirm that term will start as planned on Tuesday 

4th January for all students. We do not intend to have a staggered start, as some politicians have suggested. 

On a more cheerful note, we are delighted to report that our boys’ football teams have continued the fantastic run 

of victories enjoyed by our girls’ teams last week.  Our Under-19s defeated Bishop of Winchester 16-1, and our Year 

11 boys defeated Poole Grammar School 4-0!  We are so proud of our football teams! My thanks go to the 

dedicated PE staff who give up their time to organise these fixtures. 

We have two very exciting events coming up that I am sure you will want to 

support. On Monday 6th December we see the return of Render, our school film 

festival, held at The Lighthouse in Poole (5.30pm-8.30pm).  On Wednesday 15th 

December (7.00pm-8.00pm) we have our Christmas Concert which will take place 

in our very own Gainsford Theatre. It has been a torrid time for the arts, so let’s 

encourage our young musicians and film makers as they display their wonderful 

artistic and musical talents. 

Stay safe and well, 
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Render Film Festival 

Render is back! 

Join us at the Lighthouse in Poole for an evening of canapés and black tie celebration, premiering a series of 
stunning short films by the Year 13 BTEC Film and TV production students at Lytchett. 

 

6th December 5.30-8.30 
Poole Lighthouse Theatre 

 
Tickets can be bought on WisePay at £5.00 a ticket.  

You can watch the Render Trailer here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twP_PHjx3fo  

GCSE and A Level Certificates 

For those that took their GCSE's and A Levels in Summer 2021 (and no longer attend Lytchett), your certificates are 
now ready to be collected. Please bring a form of identification with you. If you are unable to collect in person and 
wish someone else to collect on your behalf, they must provide a signed letter from yourself, naming the person, 
and that person will need to bring their own identification. Certificates can be collected Monday - Friday between 
9am and 3pm. Thank you  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twP_PHjx3fo


 3 

Student Success 

Congratulations to Alex King , Year 8 

Agglestone who has passed his Grade 4 

singing exam with Distinction;  a really 

great achievement. Well done, Alex! 

Christmas Concert 

Come and join us for our Christmas Concert on Wednesday 15th December, 7pm—8pm in 

the Gainsford Theatre!   Tickets are £3 and  £1 concessions and are available on Wisepay.  

The last few years have been very challenging for musicians the world over, so we are 

absolutely delighted that our Music department has still managed to put together an 

evening of festive entertainment. We are sure you will enjoy the singing of the choirs, and 

the performances of our jazz band, orchestra and smaller ensembles, not to mention our 

talented soloists.  Do come and support our young musicians!  

We are asking all members of the audience to wear a face covering in the theatre on 

Wednesday 15th December, as part of our Covid measures. 
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Food and Nutrition Trip to BBC Good Food Show 

Year 13 Business Studies Trip 

Last weekend Ms Pugh, Mrs Owen and Mrs Swinburn took a group of Year 11 and 13 Food students to the Good 

Food Show in Birmingham. They were able to browse a range of food stalls, speak to industry experts and taste a 

range of new and emerging products. They were also able to watch a cooking demonstration from Great British 

Bake off Winner Nadiya Hussain where she made Bombay burgers and an olive oil and apple cake from her new 

recipe book Fast Flavours. A fantastic foodie day out! 

Year 13 A level Business students went out to Kingston to visit Purbeck Ice Cream on Monday  29th of November. 
A very, very cold and brisk day! 

Students had a tour of the factory and facilities, a Q and A session with Hazel Hartle owner of Purbeck Ice Cream 
and were lucky enough to try out the ‘Jurassic Coast’ selection of ice cream. 

A huge thankyou to Hazel and her team for hosting us. 
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Uniform Shop 

Careers Fair 

The Uniform Shop will be open from 3pm until 4.30pm  on the following dates: 

Thursday 16th December 2021 

 

Children In Need 

 

Well done to everyone who donated a £1 (or ore) 

on the non-school uniform day this month.  As a 

school, we raised an amazing £1252.83! 

We are delighted to be hosting our highly anticipated annual Careers Fair, on Tuesday 7th December 2021 in our 
beautiful Manor House. 

We asked students from year groups 8-13 who they would particularly like to invite this year and there has been a 
great response from employers, local colleges and universities.  

This is a an excellent opportunity for students to chat with employers and find out more about what they are 
looking for, where and when they advertise vacancies and what qualifications they want future employees to 
have. Likewise, it’s a great opportunity to find out about what College and Universities can offer, and more about 
college and university life.  

To enable students to feel confident and prepared to speak with employers, we have this year produced an invite 
for all students to carry with them. This contains example questions to ask employers and get a conversation    
going as we understand it can be daunting for students who may have never spoken to an employer before! This 
will be given to all students in tutor time on Tuesday 7th for them to bring to the event.  

As an added incentive, we are also offering prizes to the students who engage the most, as nominated by the   
Employers.  

We are committed to adhering to COVID recommendations and as such, everyone will be wearing masks and the 
areas will be very well ventilated.  

Please do encourage your child to make the most of this amazing opportunity. 

Joanne Bowman - Careers Manager 
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Community News 

Craft Fayre 

Murilova Ballet School are presenting 'Coppelia From Scratch'  at 2.30pm on Saturday 11th December 2021 
in the Gainsford Theatre. It is a family-friendly show and a great introduction to ballet and the theatre. Our 
dancers are aged 2yrs to adult and they have only been rehearsing this term for this shortened version of the 
fun classical ballet Coppelia. Tickets are pre-bookable only, £10 for adults and £5 for children aged 2-16yrs. 
Please contact tina.marsh@hotmail.co.uk for further information.  

mailto:tina.marsh@hotmail.co.uk
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Bookbuzz 

Bookbuzz is a very successful programme designed to promote and encourage 

reading for pleasure. This year, it has been possible for us to purchase two 

books for every child in year 7. We are pleased to say that their books have   

arrived and are being received with much enthusiasm during their library     

lesson.   

We would like you to read one of these books with your child at home.  It 

would be great if you could take turns to read a page each so that you are 

modelling reading with expression and can also assist with any pronunciation 

or vocabulary that your child may need help with understanding when it is 

their turn to read. 

We hope that you enjoy the books that they have chosen! 



 8 

Winter In Dorset 
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Sports News 
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Sports News 
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Important Dates 

Render Film Festival  - Monday 6th December  5.30pm-8.00pm (at The Lighthouse) 

Parent Forum  - Wednesday 8th December 7.00pm-8.00pm (via Zoom: please contact 

milesh@lytchett.org.uk to receive an invite) 

Christmas Concert - Wednesday 15th December 7.00pm-8.00pm 

Last Day of Term  - Friday 17th December (finish at 12.30pm) 

Return to school - Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Important dates: 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk   

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk 

Dorset School Admission Arrangements Consultation - 2023/2024 

Dorset are running the annual consultation on the School Admission Arrangements for 2023/2024 with 
effect from Monday 29th November 2021 to Sunday 23rd January 2022.  

Details of the consultation will be available to view at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-
school-admissions-policies 

Responses must be submitted either in writing to School Admissions Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, 
Dorchester, DT1 1XJ or by email to schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by Sunday 23rd January 
2022.  

Upon the conclusion of the consultation period all responses will be considered carefully and a report 
will be presented to Dorset Council’s Cabinet meeting on 1st March 2022. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
mailto:schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

