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elcome to our final Newsletter of 2021, 

and what a year it has been!  

We are pleased to be finishing the year on a 

positive note, with Covid-19 cases in school at their 

lowest level for  8 weeks.  We are hopeful that the 

return to school on Tuesday 4th January will go 

ahead as planned. Currently we have no major 

staffing issues. The challenge will be if primary 

schools get into difficulties in In January (with 

increased rates of infections), as this will affect 

those of our staff who have their own young 

children to look after.  Please be assured - we aim 

to keep the school open for all. 

As  a school community, we all need to do our bit to keep ourselves and others safe. My staff are getting their 

booster jab and we would encourage parents to do the same. If any student aged over 12  has not yet received 

their first dose of the vaccination, we would encourage them to do so as soon as possible.  We hope that everyone 

is testing twice weekly at home with the lateral flow device tests, in accordance with government 

recommendations.  All students will return to Lytchett Minster School on Tuesday 4th January.  We are not 

planning a staggered start.  We will ensure every student has a lateral flow device test on their first day back.  If 

your child is unfortunate enough to test positive towards the end of the holidays, please keep them at home to self

-isolate for 10 days.  We will ensure work is set for them on Teams.   

As you will be aware, we have tried to keep school life as normal as possible this term. There has been a full range 

of School and House sporting fixtures. There have been a number of trips (e.g. Eden Project in Cornwall, The Food 

Show in Birmingham, the Extreme E at the Bovington military base, and Geography field trips to the coast), and 

theatre visits.  The Cabaret back in October showed off some of the school’s amazing dance, drama and musical 

talent.  Those of you who were fortunate enough to get a ticket for our Christmas Concert on Wednesday 15th 

December will, I am sure, agree that it was a fabulous evening.  Despite the restrictions on music-making over the 

last two years, our young musicians performed brilliantly.  It was a timely reminder of just how important music is 

to our students and to the life of Lytchett Minster School.  My thanks go to Head of Music, Andrew Painter and his  

 colleagues in the music department, Jo Pires and Ben Lum-Kin, for organising this 

memorable evening of festive music,  starring over 90  students in Years 7 to 13.  

The next big event will be the musical production of The Jungle Book at Easter. I do 

hope all students with a love of theatre will sign up for this. 

The next few months promise to be quite challenging as we navigate the impact of 

the Omicron variant. Despite this, I do hope that you will all have an enjoyable, 

restful and healthy Christmas break.  I very much look forward to welcoming all 

students back on Tuesday 4th January. 
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Student of the Month 

Food 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated as December’s  Student of the Month: 

Poppy Stratman 

Year 13 

D&T 

Oliver Ledger 

Year 7 

PE 

Jak Phillips 

Year 11 

Graphics 

Josephine Dolman 

Year 10 

PRE 

Oscar Kendall 

Year 7 

Jess Pearce 

Year 9 

ART 

English 

Science 

Gemma Wood 

Year 11 

Max Hannon 

Year  10 

Chemistry 

Bradley Burns 

Year 11 

French 

Zara Pipe 

Year 11 

Media 

 Tom Gill 

Year 12 

Psychology 

Charlotte Henry 

Year 12 
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Purbeck Wealden Portland 

Iona Umpleby 

Year 9 

Reuben Hendes 

Year 7 

Ava Turton 

Year 7 

Student of the Month (continued) 

Kimmeridge 

Darcie Smith 

Year  8 

Gault 

Joseph Jenkins 

Year 8 

Library 

Manon Memmi-Weir 

Year 13 

Literacy 

Megan Sinden 

Year 9 

History 

Elliott Varlow 

Year 7 

Sixth Form 

Georgia Ansell 

Year 13 
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Trip to The Eden Project 

On Friday 3rd December, Year 11 Geographers had the great pleasure of visiting the Eden Project in Cornwall. The 

Eden Project is probably most famously known for being the development of Tim Smit who designed the project 

from when it was just an empty China clay quarry. However, it is now known for being a site of spectacular natural 

beauty, featuring outdoor gardens, an education centre and the magnificent Mediterranean and Rainforest biomes. 

The main aim of the Eden Project is to connect people with each other and to connect nature with people.  

During our trip (after the 3½ hour journey there!), we had a short talk with a member of the Eden project staff,  

discussing how the Eden Project has developed into the world-renowned location that it is today and how it is    

trying to change the way people think about the environment. We then explored the Mediterranean biome,      

looking at of all the different species of plants and birds that live within this biome and how they interact together.  

The rainforest biome was our next experience, and this was by far the highlight of the whole trip. As we made our 

way round the rainforest biome, we could see the different birds and insects that live within this great                  

environment, such as ants, geckos and roul-rouls, as well as seeing many waterfalls and the tallest trees within the 

rainforest! Finally, ice skating was our last stop of the day at the Eden Project, with students showing their talents 

on the ice, having a great time!  

Overall, a great day out was had by all, with a special thank you going to Miss Harrison, Mrs Bonin-Casey, Miss 

Thomas, Miss Lang and Mr Hampton.  
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Extreme E Trip  

We had the great pleasure of accompanying 13 young ladies from Year 7 for a day of rare opportunities and      

inspiration.  

Organised by Motorsport UK and hosted at the Jurassic stage of the Extreme E racing series, the Girls on Track 

event was designed to inspire and encourage the girls into what is considered to be a very male dominated       

industry by showing them that anything is possible if you follow your dreams, whilst being environmental aware! 

The day was organised to showcase as many areas of the motorsport event as possible, allowing the girls almost 

access all areas passes to the whole site.  

They met the Chief Medical Office for the event who taught them the importance of CPR and how the use a       

defibrillator with hands on experience with Resusci-Annies. She told them her story of how she got into the       

industry and what she did during the racing events.  

They then completed a STEM Challenge, building a Mars rover style robot and programming it to race against   

other robots built on the day.  

Perhaps their favourite part of the day was learning some of the skills used by the teams themselves, from the pit 

crew in the Pit challenge, working together as a small team to change the tires on a mock vehicle front end, to 

setting a high level on the BATAK Challenge – testing reaction times, flexibility and peripheral vision. The final part 

of this activity was to practice the ‘switch’ routine performed by the drivers. The teams all have a male and female 

driver that must swop over driving at the end of each lap. This is done as part of the race time so must be slick and 

well-rehearsed. A good time for the teams is 30 second, and our girls were frequently within this range when  

practicing!! 

The last part of the day was a walk through the paddock, seeing the cars, meeting the teams including some of the 

drivers and unexpected guest Jenson Button, who is one of the team owners. We were allowed to also watch 

some of the teams practice laps and a timed ‘switch’ during which the girls got very involved cheering the drivers 

on!! 

The day was full of opportunities to talk to women who have important jobs in a male dominated industry, and 

the girls were full encouraged at every opportunity to be inspired, follow their dreams and reach for the sky.  

Throughout what was a very muddy and cold day, the girls were a huge credit to themselves, showing great      

interest and enthusiasm in all of the activities and opportunities offered to them. We left at the end of the day 

with at least one budding driver, an engineer and a mechanic. Dream big, ladies! 
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Christmas Concert 

Congratulations to all those involved in the Christmas Concert on Wednesday 15th December!  It was a fabulous 

evening. As always, the standard of musicianship was very high. There was a wonderful range of musical styles on 

offer—something for everyone! 

The ensembles that performed included: 

 The Jazz Band (performing Santa Baby and Big Band Holiday) 

 The Senior Band (performing 3 items including ‘Deck the Halls with Bells and Whistles’) 

 The Flute Choir (playing Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer) 

 The Year 10 Band (playing George Michael’s ‘Last Christmas’) 

 The Brass Group (playing Once in Royal David’s City) 

 The Junior Choir (singing Coventry Carol and Rockin’ around the Christmas Tree) 

 The Senior Choir  (singing Ding Dong Merrily) 

 The Folk Group (performing ‘Here we come awassalling’) 

 The Steel Pan Band (performing Christmas is Coming—with the Senior Choir) 

There was also an excellent solo item by pianist Poppy Stratman (Year 13), who received the good news only hours 

before that she had passed her Grade 8 exam.  Well done to everyone involved!  We are very proud of you. 
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Christmas Concert (continued) 
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Student Achievement 

Congratulations to Freddie Howarth Year 12 who is a member of the Royal Yachting Association, and has recently 

been selected for the Youth Performance Squad  - ILCA 6 Winter 2021/22. 

Freddie’s selection for this RYA activity recognises his potential to progress within British Youth Sailing to the 

British Sailing Team into the Olympic Development programmes. Freddie has been selected on the basis of     

performance and commitment to a programme of training and competition over a period, and establishes his 

status as a British Youth Sailing sailor who we hope will represent Great Britain at major international events in 

the forthcoming years.  

Students Cycling to School 

When cycling to and from school in 

these dark winter months, please 

make sure your child has working 

lights and a reflective jacket so they 

can be seen by  other road users. 
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Sports News 

Interhouse Football 2021 

Over the last week of school, the Houses have been competing in an Interhouse football 

competition. Please see below for the results and some photos of a fantastic event! 

Year 7  

1st – Wealden 

2nd – Purbeck 

3rd – Agglestone 

4th – Kimmeridge/Portland and 

Gault. 

Year 8  

Year 9  

1st – Portland 

2nd – Agglestone 

3rd – Wealden 

4th – Gault 

5th – Purbeck 

6th – Kimmeridge  

Joint 1st – Portland 

and Kimmeridge 

3rd – Gault. 

4th – Wealden 

5th – Purbeck 
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Year 10  

1st – Gault 

2nd – Portland 

3rd – Wealden/Kimmeridge 

4th –Purbeck 

5th – Agglestone 

Year 11  

1st – Kimmeridge 

2nd – Agglestone 

3rd – Portland 

4th – Wealden 

5th – Purbeck 

6th - Gault 

Sports News 

WHAT A GREAT START TO THE YEAR! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has been involved in our             

extra-curricular provision this year, we have had record numbers of students playing and 

competing in after-school sport! This term finished with an inter-house football competition 

and, as always, was a huge success, thank you to all staff that came down to support the  

students. Inter-house netball will be the next   competition and will run in February 2022. We 

have many sporting successes to celebrate as a school community over the last term so well 

done to everyone who has been involved. If you know of a  student who has achieved   

amazing things outside of school, please let me know. We would love for more students to join 

us for after school sport or fitness in January so please encourage students to come along 

and have a go (see timetable below). If you have any suggestions for other sports or           

activities please get in touch. Thank you. 

 

                       Mr Law (Head of PE) lawb@lytchett.org.uk 

mailto:lawb@lytchett.org.uk
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Sports News 

Sports Ambassador Mention 

A huge shout out to the following Sports Ambassadors who have been helping to assist/

referee at the Interhouse competitions.  

 

A special mention needs to go to Maddie Hill (left) and Olivia Hill 

(right) who have helped assist/referee at more than one Interhouse 

competition – exemplary role models to other students in the school! 
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KS3 PE Curriculum Maps 

After Christmas, we will be starting our new sports and these can be found on the next 

few pages. Please make sure students have suitable clothing for the winter months and 

the correct footwear/equipment (e.g. plastic moulded boots for rugby and football, 

and a gumshield for rugby). 

Polite notice: all students who cannot take part in PE lessons (i.e. injury) are still required 

to wear their kit and get involved in the lesson as coaches/helpers/officials.  

Y7 PE Curriculum Maps 
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KS3 PE Curriculum Maps 

Y8 PE Curriculum Maps 
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KS3 PE Curriculum Maps 

Y9 PE Curriculum Maps 
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Lytchett and Upton Detachment Awards Evening 

The 2021 Lytchett and Upton Detachment’s Annual Awards Evening was the most well attended and successful 
Presentation Night they have ever had. Detachment Commander SSI Fudge and his staff welcomed 39 Cadets and 
nearly 70 Parents and visitors to, what turned out to be, the highlight of the year for them all.  

The Evening was held in the Gainsford Theatre, Lytchett Minster School, a fantastic venue with state of the art   
production facilities and sound system.  

Many parents came to witness their Cadets on Parade and receiving awards for their efforts during 2021.  

They were all treated to an update of the Cadets progress and achievements before watching a short film on their 
exploits during the past year.  

Awards amongst many others Included:  

 Basic and 1* Certificates  

 Award for Best Attendance  

 Cadets Cadet  

 Cadet of the Year.  

There were also 2 promotions.  

 Cadet of the Year was thoroughly deserved and awarded to Cadet Matilda Pryke (pictured below) 

 Cadet Josh Somerville was promoted from Cadet to Cadet Lance-Corporal  

 Cadet Ned Sabaleuski was also promoted from Cadet to Cadet Lance-Corporal  

  

There were many gifts thankfully received from all the staff at Lytchett and Upton Detachment from Cadets and 
Parents alike.  

The finale of the evening was a very moving short film made by many Cadets and Adult Instructors from several 
other Detachments sending best wishes and thanks to the Lytchett and Upton Detachment Commander and his 
staff for all the help they had given them over the past year.  

SSI Fudge said  ‘ This was a fabulous night at fantastic school and superb venue to really showcase the Army Cadet 
Force and its influence on young -adults. It was also a pleasure to witness the joy from award recipients and to     
receive thanks from so many Cadets and Parents, I cannot wait for next year!’  
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Community News 
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Important Dates 

Important dates: 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk   

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk 

Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop will be open from 3pm until 4.30pm  on the following dates: 

Thursday 13th January 2022 

Thursday 17th February 2022 

Last Day of Term  - Friday 17th December (finish at 12.30pm) 

Return to school - Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 6th January (4.00pm—8.00pm) 

KS3 Parenting Workshop  - Monday 10th January (4.00pm-5.00pm) 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 13th January  (4.00pm—8.00pm) 

Year 9 Online Options Evening (via Zoom) -  Monday 17th January (7.00pm– 8.00pm) 

 


