
 1 

Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our Newsletter!  Only one 

week to go until the end of term! 

10th December 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

Despite the rising number of people testing 

positive for Covid-19 in the South West (which 

includes Dorset and BCP), I am pleased to say 

that the number of students currently absent 

from Lytchett Minster School having tested 

positive for Covid is now the lowest it has been 

in over six weeks.  It is a big relief to see the 

numbers decreasing at last. I am very grateful to 

parents and students for supporting our face 

covering policy. 

A casualty of the pandemic this week was our Careers Fair.  Unfortunately, because so many of our exhibitors had 

to pull out at the last minute due to staff shortages, we decided to postpone this event. It will be re-scheduled for 

February 2022.   

One event that did go ahead this week was our annual Render Film Festival at The Lighthouse in Poole. It is a great 

privilege to sit in a cinema and watch a series of short films acted, produced and directed by our very own 

students. We were extremely proud of our Year 13 BTEC Level 3 Film students. The films were very well made, 

even if some of them were rather scary!  You can read more about our film festival and discover who this year’s 

Oscar winners were on page 2. 

We have been informed this week that the Sleep Easy event which took place last month, involving dozens of our 

sixth form students raised a fantastic sum of  £5660.94 for the YMCA. Well done to all those who slept rough on 

the school grounds or who gave so generously towards this good cause. 

On the subject of generosity, I would like to thank all those who so kindly donated food items for our Christmas 

Hamper Appeal. We were able to distribute hampers to a good number of our local families who are struggling 

financially at the moment.  A big thank you to Mrs Colvin and other staff who helped wrap up all the hampers and 

prepare them for distribution. 

It will not surprise you to hear that we have had another successful week of 

sporting fixtures this week—the highlight being a 7-1 victory by our Year 10 boys 

team over Purbeck School.  The House football competition (for all year groups) 

takes place next week. Please encourage your child to get involved! 

I do hope you will be attending our Christmas Concert next Wednesday at 7.00pm 

in the theatre. It promises to be a most enjoyable, festive occasion. 

We break up on Friday 17th December at 12.30pm. It will be a (free) non-uniform 

day.  School recommences for everyone on Tuesday 4th January.  

Thank you for your support. 
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Render Film Festival 

The Lighthouse was the setting for our Media Department’s 5th annual Render Film Festival. Dressed in formal 
attire, BTEC Film & Television students celebrated their films with their families and friends on the ‘big screen’. The 
films ranged from a teenager coping with the loss of her best friend to a strange operation causing the appearance 
of omnipresent frogs! Awards followed after canapés and photographs on the red carpet. The awards were as     
follows: 

The Resilience Award: Emma Eckton, Josh Dyke, Lola Donald and Nathaniel Burbidge 

The Special Effects Award: Issy Campbell – The Witness 

The Cinematography Award: Jack Norris – Bitter Sleep 

The Teen Scream Award: Ellie Hedges – The Crimson Curse 

Best Actor: Jack Willingham – The Local Legend 

Best Editing: Georgia Reynolds – Only Clues Can Tell 

Best Drama: Samuel Crumpler – Too Late 

The Visionary Award: Zac Barnes - Unseen 

The Quirky Award: Chloe Machin - Infusion 

Best Location: Oscar Hardwick – The Bodig Man 

Best Screenplay: Amy Dunbavin – The Devil in Disguise 

Best Coming-of-Age Film: Frankie Lyon – The 5 Stages of Grief 

We want to congratulate all of BTEC Film & Television for their dedication and passion for making such an enjoyable 
evening with their films.  We look forward to Render 2022!  



 3 

Christmas Concert 

Come and join us for our Christmas Concert on Wednesday 15th December, 7pm—8pm in 

the Gainsford Theatre!   Tickets are £3 and  £1 concessions and are available on Wisepay.  

The last few years have been very challenging for musicians the world over, so we are 

absolutely delighted that our Music department has still managed to put together an 

evening of festive entertainment. We are sure you will enjoy the singing of the choirs, and 

the performances of our jazz band, orchestra and smaller ensembles, not to mention our 

talented soloists.  Do come and support our young musicians!  

We are asking all members of the audience to wear a face covering in the theatre on 

Wednesday 15th December to minimise the risk of transmission. 

For those that took their GCSE's and A Levels in Summer 2021 (and no longer attend Lytchett), your certificates are 
now ready to be collected. Please bring a form of identification with you. If you are unable to collect in person and 
wish someone else to collect on your behalf, they must provide a signed letter from yourself, naming the person, 
and that person will need to bring their own identification. Certificates can be collected Monday - Friday between 
9am and 3pm. Thank you! 

GCSE and A Level Certificates 
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News from The Psychology Department 

It’s been a really busy time in the Psychology department over the last week. Not only were we delighted that so 
many Year 11 students joined us for the taster A level sessions on Nov 30th, we were also delighted to host 
‘Lytchett’s Brain Days ‘where Dr Guy Sutton (Honorary Consultant Assistant Professor in the Division of Psychiatry 
at the University of Nottingham) gave year 12 and 13 Psychology students a series of lectures on the anatomy and 
functions of the brain on Dec 1st- and 2nd. They were also involved in the dissection of a (sheep) brain –                  
an experience usually reserved for third year medical students. Two students have written accounts of their        
experiences: 

On 1st December we had the privilege of Dr Guy Sutton coming in to teach us more about the present and future of 
neuropsychology and also demonstrated a brain dissection so that we could understand more about our brains. Guy 
taught us loads about the working and damaged brain and gave us lots to think about regarding the future of     
astronauts and their brain change. We also looked into how our actions such as drug use, sleep and social             
interactions can change our brain.  Later on in the session we were able to take part in a brain dissection and for the 
first time, not only saw but were able to hold, different sections of a brain we had previously studied! To finish off 
the session, we discussed the future of our brains and how significant improvements such as brain-to-brain         
communications will be developed as early as later this decade. We are so grateful to have had the opportunity to 
be taught by a professional psychologist and to see a brain in real life as opposed to a textbook.   Charlotte Henry 
(Year 12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What could’ve been a trivial set of lectures on the anatomy of the brain, turned out to be an entire day of             
mind-blowing new information, delivered by an incredibly inspiring guest lecturer; Guy Sutton. I don’t think that I’ve 
ever had university-level lectures given by as passionate of an individual. Even someone with no prior knowledge on 
the brain could’ve been convinced that it was the most interesting subject just by how positive and engaging Dr 
Sutton was throughout the entire day – time absolutely flew by! 

He started by recapping the basic anatomy of the brain, ways of investigating the brain, and once all of the        
questions had been answered, Guy began arguably the best part of the day; the Dissected Brain. Students were   
invited to participate in a demonstration of a brain dissection which was amazing since we could see what we had 
learnt about in a real life brain. The afternoon sessions were perfect in applying the information that we had learnt 
in the morning to concepts that were familiar to everyone. For example, we analysed the impact of drugs on the 
brain, criminality and the brain, and mental illness and the brain. Overall, Brain Day was a fantastic opportunity for 
students to gain a more developed understanding that I think will drastically improve our fundamental                  
psychological knowledge. Georgia Ansell (Year 13)  
 

Finally, on Monday 6th December Psychology students listened to Dr Laura Artis – a local clinical psychologist, who 
kindly agreed to speak about her experience of doing both a psychology degree and doctorate and about her career 
as a clinical psychologist. This was a great opportunity for students to find out more about a career in psychology 
and to get an insight into an area that many of them have shown an interest in. 
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Sports News 

Fixture Results 

Below are the recent sporting achievements from our Lytchett students. 

Y10 Boys Football 

On Thursday, the Year 10 Boys Football Team played against the Purbeck School. The first half 

was closely contested with Lytchett dominating possession. The breakthrough came with a  

Charlie Harries perfectly timed run followed by a great shoot that was saved into the feet of 

Charlie Skinner who passed it into the net. A second goal closely followed with an Olly Davis 

thunder strike outside the box that could have hit a postage stamp in the top right corner. The 

half finished 2-0 to Lytchett. 

 

After a spirted team talk (not quite to the standard of Matt 'Pierluigi Collina' Laishley), the second 

half was a far more dominant display by Lytchett, which started with a 5 minute Charlie Harries 

hattrick. 10 minutes after Charlie's flourish of goals he added another to his goal tally. Another 

wonder strike by the hosts saw the score 6-1 to Lytchett. In the final play of the game Liam 

Churchill picks up the ball in the attacking third and executes another audacious chip over the 

keeper which saw the game finished 7-1 to Lytchett.  

 

All the boys played very well and represented the school in a perfect manor.  

Y8 Boys Football 

On Wednesday, the Year 8 Boys Football Team played against St Edwards in 

the second round of the league. Fletcher opened up the scoring with a 

beautifully placed shot from just inside the box. St Edwards did fight back 

pulling it to 1-1. At half time, the score evened out at 2-2, and we were    

feeling confident. St Edwards took an early 3-2 lead after play resumed to 

which Ashton converted his penalty shortly after. Unfortunately, as the game 

went on, the boys went down 6-3. 

  

All the boys played well and were gracious in defeat. 
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Sports News 

Interhouse Football 2021 

 Year 7 - Friday 10th December 

 Year 11 – Monday 13th December 

  Year 10 – Tuesday 14th December 

 Year 9 - Wednesday 15th December 

 Year 8 - Thursday 16th December 

 

 Where?  On the 3g 

 Start time?  Games will start at 3.45pm  

 Finish time?  We will aim to finish for 4.50pm 

 What do I need to wear?  School PE kit with shin pads and boots 

 How do I sign up? Speak to your tutor to add you to the team sheet 

Polite Reminder 

All students are required to wear moulded football boots 

when taking part in football and rugby lessons. Additionally, 

they must also bring a gum-shield for rugby. This is a health 

and safety measure put in place for all students at Lytchett 

Minster School.  

 

To check when your child/children need their boots, please 

check the curriculum maps which are available on the 

school website. KS3 PE Curriculum Maps • Lytchett Minster School 

 

If you have any issues, please contact Mr Law (Head of PE) 

or Miss Hill (KS3 PE Coordinator) using the emails below. 

 

lawb@lytchett.org.uk 

hille@lytchett.org.uk 

https://lytchett.org.uk/2021/09/13/ks3-pe-curriculum-maps/
mailto:lawb@lytchett.org.uk
mailto:hille@lytchett.org.uk
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Community News 

Craft Fayre 

Murilova Ballet School are presenting 'Coppelia From Scratch'  at 2.30pm on Saturday 11th December 2021 
in the Gainsford Theatre. It is a family-friendly show and a great introduction to ballet and the theatre. Our 
dancers are aged 2yrs to adult and they have only been rehearsing this term for this shortened version of the 
fun classical ballet Coppelia. Tickets are pre-bookable only, £10 for adults and £5 for children aged 2-16yrs. 
Please contact tina.marsh@hotmail.co.uk for further information.  

mailto:tina.marsh@hotmail.co.uk
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Community News 

Christmas Dinner in the Cafe 
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Uniform Shop 

The Global Assembly Initiative 

The Uniform Shop will be open from 3pm until 4.30pm  on the following dates: 

Thursday 16th December 2021 

Thursday 13th January 2022 

Thursday 24th February 2022 
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Winter In Dorset 
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Important Dates 

Christmas Concert - Wednesday 15th December 7.00pm-8.00pm 

Last Day of Term  - Friday 17th December (finish at 12.30pm) 

Return to school - Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 6th January (4.00pm—8.00pm) 

KS3 Parenting Workshop  - Monday 10th January (4.00pm-5.00pm) 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  - Thursday 13th January  (4.00pm—8.00pm) 

Year 9 Online Options Evening -  Monday 17th January (7.00pm– 8.00pm) 

Important dates: 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk   

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk 

Dorset School Admission Arrangements Consultation - 2023/2024 

Dorset are running the annual consultation on the School Admission Arrangements for 2023/2024 with 
effect from Monday 29th November 2021 to Sunday 23rd January 2022.  

Details of the consultation will be available to view at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-
school-admissions-policies 

Responses must be submitted either in writing to School Admissions Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, 
Dorchester, DT1 1XJ or by email to schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by Sunday 23rd January 
2022.  

Upon the conclusion of the consultation period all responses will be considered carefully and a report 
will be presented to Dorset Council’s Cabinet meeting on 1st March 2022. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2023-to-2024-school-admissions-policies
mailto:schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

