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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our Newsletter. I hope you 

are well and in good spirits.  

22nd October 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

This was the week that Covid finally caught up with 

us.  We are very sorry that we had to ask Year 10 

students to work from home for the last three days 

of this half term.  However, with 26 staff off-sick 

(mostly with Covid), we simply did not have 

enough staff to cover all our classes. Year 10 

students were chosen as the year group to work 

from home because this was the year group that 

had the highest infection rates. We also felt that 

they were old enough to be able to work sensibly 

and safely from home. 

As part of Dorset Council’s aim of understanding the effect of Covid-19 on travel habits/behaviours with regard to 

people’s journeys to school and colleges, a quick survey  has been produced for parents, carers and students (who 

travel independently) regarding their  journey to school and college. This online survey has been launched as an 

opportunity for parents, carers and students (who travel independently) in Dorset to share their views and let 

Dorset Council know about any issues they may be experiencing. Your responses will help the council’s transport 

team to build a better picture of school travel across the county and will help them to look at what changes might 

be possible to improve transport, congestion and the environment in your area. To start the survey click here: 

Dorset - Education Travel Survey (smartsurvey.co.uk). The survey closes on Friday 12th November 2021. 

We are hopeful that we will be able to reopen again on Monday 1st November to all year groups.  We would urge 

all parents to ensure that home-testing takes place twice a week and that any student who tests positive on a 

lateral flow test gets a confirmatory PCR test as soon as possible afterwards.  We await further guidance from the 

government on other measures such as mask wearing.   We have been encouraged to see more students wearing 

masks in corridors and classrooms over the last few days.  We strongly recommend that students wear face 

coverings in corridors and classrooms after half term.  We still believe that maximising ventilation in classrooms is 

the most effective measure  we can put in place to reduce the spread of the virus. 

We are pleased to note that Lytchett football, netball and rugby players have got 

back to their winning ways again. Results of recent sporting fixtures can be seen 

on pages 6 and 7.  Congratulations to all those students who have represented 

the school with such distinction!  

You may also be interested to look at the results of our recent Student Wellbeing 

Survey (on page 8). They show some interesting insights into the views, 

experiences and concerns of our young  people. 

I wish you all a very relaxing half term break! 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/DorsetEducationTravelSurvey/
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Student of the Month 

Psychology 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated as October’s Student of the Month: 

Emily Drury 

Year 13 

PRE 

Molly Attridge 

Year 7 

Geography 

Bethany Pryor 

Year 12 

Business Studies 

Millie Titman 

Year 12 

Chemistry 

Lily Otter 

Year 10 

Esme Rowe 

Year 9 

 Art 

English 

Drama 

Matt Johnstone 

Year 10 

Bryony Rowat 

Year  7 

Food 

Freya Spicer 

Year 10 

French 

Bryony Rowat 

Year 7 

Music 

Tamzin Harris 

Year 9 

Physics 

Mia Longhurst 

Year 12 
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Agglestone 

Purbeck 
Wealden 

Portland 

James Whiffen 

Year 7 

Willow White 

Year 7 

Martha Clarke 

Year 8 

Media Zach Barnes Year 13 

Computing Owen Mason Year 12 

Spanish Matilda D’Ercole Year 12 

   

Student of the Month (continued) 

Kimmeridge 

Arthur Gould 

Year  8 

Apsara Pen 

Year 8 

Gault 

Martha Wilson 

Year 10 

Library 

William East 

Year 9 

Literacy 

Archie Riggs 

Year 9 

History 

Bryony Rowat 

Year 7 

Dance 

Polly Davies 

Year 10 
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Sixth Form Open Evening 
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Library News 

This half term we have enjoyed several virtual author events during our library lessons. 

On 22nd September Bali Rai introduced 7N1 to his new book “Now or Never –              

A Dunkirk Story” which is part of the Voices series; a series of gripping          

adventures that reflect authentic, unsung stories of our past.   

This tied in nicely with our Black History Month display in the library.   

If you would like to look at the books available on our Black History Month 

reading list you can find this under Quick Lists on our library catalogue on the 

VLE. 

On 13th October 7WE, 7E2, 8N1, 8N3, 8N5, 8N4 & 8N2 all enjoyed a     

virtual visit from Adisa.  Adisa is a performance poet.  He was very skilled 

and our students were totally engaged by his performance. 

We also celebrated National Poetry Day on 7th October 2021 with a    

display of poetry books in the library. 

On Thursday 21st October Mr Reed’s and Mrs Drury’s Y9 classes will be enjoying a virtual Halloween 

event with Bryony Pearce and Alex Bell.  Alex Bell and Bryony Pearce are two of the best contemporary 

writers of  horror and suspense for young adults.  They will be introducing themselves and reading 

from their novels.  There will also be an  opportunity to ask the authors questions about their writing. 

Uniform Shop 

The Uniform Shop will be open from 3pm until 4.30pm  on the following dates: 

Thursday 25th November 2021 

Thursday 16th December 2021 
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Sports News 
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Congratulations to Charlie Cooper Yr9 Wealden for winning his first boxing fight.  We look forward to          

following Charlie’s boxing journey! 
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 Student Wellbeing Survey October 2021   

 

 Students were asked to say whether the following statements are 
'not true', 'somewhat true' or 'certainly true':   

NOT TRUE 
‘Somewhat’ 
or ‘certainly’ 

TRUE 

i) I get regular physical exercise 9.5% 90.5% 

ii) I get at least 8 hours sleep a night 24.7% 75.3% 

iii) I enjoy a healthy diet (fruit, vegetables non-processed food) 11.1% 88.9% 

iv) I drink lots of coffee 74.4% 25.6% 

v) I drink lots of energy drinks and/or other fizzy (sugary) drinks 49.6% 50.4% 

vi) I spend less than an hour a day on social media 68.1% 31.9% 

vii) I spend over 3 hours a day on social media 30.8% 69.2% 

viii) I spend quality time with my family in the evening 13.9% 86.1% 

ix) I generally have a positive attitude 12.6% 87.4% 

x) I often get quite irritable 30.5% 69.5% 

xi) I get a lot of headaches, stomach-aches or sickness 41.7% 58.4% 

xii) I always try to be kind to others 3.4% 96.7% 

xiii) I get very angry and often lose my temper 51.2% 48.8% 

xiv) I often worry about my physical health 47.8% 52.2% 

xv) I often worry about my mental health 38.0% 62.0% 

xvi) I  feel the two lockdowns have had a negative impact on my mental 
health 

40.5% 59.5% 

xvii) I often worry about the physical health of my friends/family (those 
who are dear to me) 

27.3% 72.8% 

xviii) I worry about the mental health of my friend/family (those who are 
dear to me) 

23.9% 76.1% 

xix) I am enjoying being back at school 18.6% 81.4% 

xx) I feel positive about my future 15.0% 85.1% 

xxi) I feel lonely at school 66.1% 33.9% 

xxii) I feel safe at school 7.2% 92.8% 

xxiii) I feel safe at home 2.9% 97.2% 

xxiv) I have been the victim of cyber bullying at least once in the last 6 
months 

84.0% 16.0% 

xxv) I enjoy interacting with my friends on social media 9.5% 90.5% 

xxvi) If I had concerns about my wellbeing, I would speak to a member of 
staff (that I feel comfortable with) about it 

34.5% 65.5% 

Results of Student Wellbeing Survey — Oct 2021 

This survey was completed by 435 students (out of a total of 1560) 
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Big Questions Club 

Big Questions club is running every Thursday in room 10 after half term. Everyone is welcome. Bring your lunch, 
your friends and your questions! All questions are set by you and answered by Dave and Lisa from PACE. Please see 
Mrs Gill for more info. 

Film Club 

We had a great turn out of year 7 and 8 students joining us for film club this month. The next film club 
will run on 1st, 2nd and 3rd November in room 12. We will be watching Coco. If you are in year 7 or 8, 
bring your lunch, bring your friends and come and enjoy the film. See Mrs Gill for more information. 
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Lytchett Lecture Series 
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Important Dates 

Cabaret: - Tuesday and Wednesday, 2nd and 3rd November, 7.00pm (in the theatre)  

Half Term: - Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October 

Year 11 Information Evening  - Tuesday 2nd November, has been POSTPONED 

6th Form Open Evening -  Thursday 4th November 6.00pm - 8.00pm 

Lytchett Lecture ’The Future of Healthcare in the UK’ - Thursday 11th November 6.00pm - 

7.00pm 

Year 11 Mock Exams - Monday 15th November  -  Tuesday 23rd November 

Important dates: 

Agglestone House Office: agglestoneoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Gault House Office: gaultoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Kimmeridge House Office: kimmeridgeoffice@lytchett.org.uk   

Portland House Office: portlandoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Purbeck House Office: purbeckoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Wealden Office: wealdenoffice@lytchett.org.uk 

Sixth Form: sixthform@lytchett.org.uk 

Food Bank Donations 

Thank you to everyone that has         

donated food items to Agglestone 

House for the local Poole Food Bank, 

there has been an amazing  response. 


