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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our final Newsletter of this 

year.   

23rd July 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I am delighted that we were able to finish the year 

on a high note. Given the number of trips, concerts 

and other special events that we have had to 

cancel this year, it was great to celebrate the 

academic and social achievements of our students 

at our annual Prize Giving event in front of the 

whole school on Wednesday 21st July. Please see 

pages 7 to 13 for full details of the award winners.  

It was also lovely to hear our wonderful Jazz Band 

playing live again. How we have missed live music! 

On Tuesday 20th July, under a blue sky and in temperatures hovering around 30 degrees, our sportsmen and 

women competed for their House for the coveted Sports Day trophy.  The enthusiasm and passion that this event 

arouses is quite amazing. The secret of success in Sports Day is to ensure that your House is represented in every 

discipline (but having some top sprinters for the relay races is also very helpful!).  After the morning events involving 

Years 7 and 10, it looked as though Mr Laishley’s Portland House was going to bring the trophy home again. 

However, the Year 8s and 9s had other ideas, and after a very exciting day of intense competition (which reached 

fever pitch in the final track events), Agglestone came out victorious, winning the Sports Day trophy for the very 

first time in its history. Well done to all the students who represented their House with such fervour and 

determination! 

Our Year 10 students were out on Cranborne Chase hiking and camping as part of their DofE Bronze Award last 

weekend. This was a truly character-building experience for our young people. The heat was intense. We were very 

impressed with the way the teams maintained their positive spirit and battled on, even when their map-reading 

skills let them down and their routes became a few kilometres longer than planned!  I would like to thank all the 

staff and ‘parent volunteers’ for giving up their time to provide the training sessions and to supervise the 

expeditions themselves. 

On Thursday 22nd July, our Year 8s had a talk by the Police Community Support team on the dangers of social  

media.  It was quite shocking to note (via a show of hands) that over 90% of Year 8 

students take their phones to bed with them. This is a cause for concern. I would 

urge parents to review the wisdom of allowing children of this age to be 

communicating with friends (and strangers?) at night time when they should be 

getting some well-earned rest. 

Over 240 Year 6 students will be attending our Summer School next week.  We 

hope that they will enjoy this unique opportunity to get to know the school site, 

make some new friends and get a sense of what it is like to be a Lytchett student. 

It has been a tough year. Everybody deserves a good summer break. I hope you 

have a good one! 
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Student of the Month 

Food 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated as July’s Student of the Month: 

Oakley Kimber 

Year 7 

PRE 

Rihanna Lomas 

Year 7 

Geography 

Adam Watkins 

Year 10 

Business Studies 

Lewis Barry 

Year 10 

Chemistry 

Jonathan Nunn 

Year 10 

Erin Wilkinson 

Year 12 

Maths 

English 

Drama 

Daisy Baker 

Year 9 

Martha Clarke 

Year  7 

Biology 

Arianne Evans 

Year 12 

French 

Daisy Miles 

Year 9 

Graphics 

Kaitlyn Hathaway 

Year 10 

D&T 

Teagan-maria White 

Year 8 
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Agglestone 

Sixth Form 
Library 

Portland 

Evie Randle 

Year 9 

Leela Kearley 

Year 8 

Arianne Evans 

Year 12 

Wealden Amy Simpson Year 8 

Psychology Luca Frediani Year 12 

Food Oakley Kimber Year 7 

Art Faye Ball Year 8 

Computing Ellis Makey Year 10 

   

Student of the Month (continued) 

Kimmeridge 

Isabel Massey 

Year  10 

Bradley Burns 

Year 10 

Gault 

Emily Harrington 

Year 9 

Media 

Reece Edmond 

Year 10 

PE 

Harley McIntyre 

Year 10 

History 

Max Bryan 

Year 7 

Dance 

Rhea Moors 

Year 10 
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We are very sorry to be saying farewell to our Head of 

Technical Services, Stephen Coombes, who has worked 

at Lytchett for the last 13 years.  Stephen has played a 

significant role in the development of the school, 

supporting improvements to our IT network, our school 

website, and our communication systems. Stephen has 

also been responsible for the writing of the school 

timetable; no small feat with a school population of 

1500 students and 100 teaching staff (of whom a third 

are part-time). Many parents and students will also 

know him as the school’s DofE leader, ensuring that the 

training is thorough, that the expedition routes are 

accurate and that the supervision of the teams hiking 

around Cranborne Chase is effective.   

Stephen has an amazing brain in all things technical but 

he also has a big heart, and will be greatly missed for his 

caring, kind, considerate approach in all things human.  

Stephen is leaving us at the end of July to start a new 

role in a different school as Deputy Business Manager. 

We hope that Stephen finds his new role interesting 

and rewarding.  We wish him every success and 

happiness in the future. 

Farewell to Mr Stephen Coombes 

Staff who are leaving us at the end of the year: 

 Ms Cargill (English teacher)  

 Ms Clark (Office Manager)  

 Ms Dean (Science teacher)  

 Ms Pyke (Science teacher)  

 Mr Hoyland (Maths Mentor)  

 Ms Jarvis (TA)  

 Ms Crocombe (TA)  

 Ms Crowe (TA)  

 Ms Calton (Cleaner)  
 

Staff going on maternity leave: 

 Ms Roff 

 Ms Collingwood 

Other Staff News 

We wish all our colleagues who are 

moving on from Lytchett  at the end of 

this year, every success and happiness 

in the future.  I am sure parents will 

join me in thanking all these staff for 

their hard work in supporting our 

young people. 
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Congratulations to all our Year 10 DofE students who successfully completed their two day expedition on 

Cranborne Chase on Saturday and Sunday 17th and 18th July.  The weather was sunny but extremely hot, with 

temperatures on Sunday reaching 30 degrees. Our students showed admirable strength of character, overcoming 

the challenges posed by the extreme heat. The team spirit and their determination to complete successfully kept 

the students motivated over the course of their two gruelling 6-7 hour hikes. The overnight camping at Church 

Farm campsite in Sixpenny Handley gave them the chance to demonstrate their cooking and camp-craft skills.   

A big thank you to all the staff and parent volunteers who looked after the students and kept them safe, ferrying 

water to them and giving them words of encouragement, and to our two kind assessors, Lucie Popham and Julie 

Woods.  A very successful weekend! 

We look forward to another cohort joining us in October as we launch DofE Bronze Award to next year’s Year 10.  

Sixth Form students have the choice of completing Silver or Gold Award. 

DofE Bronze Award—Assessed Expedition 
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Sports Day 

1st - Agglestone 222pts 

2nd - Portland 214pts 

3rd - Wealden 204pts 

Do you live in BCP area and have a child with SEND? 

The summer holidays can be a difficult time for families with children with special educational needs and             
disabilities (SEND), and that often children miss out on trips and activities that others can access easily.  We are 
currently trying to establish an exciting new project for families living in Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole to 
help this.  

We will be offering free activities (including food) over the summer holidays for families of children with special 
educational needs and disabilities who meet our criteria (dictated by the Department for Education who are    
funding the project). This summer will be our pilot so we won’t get it right all the time, but very much hope this 
project will be here to stay so we are keen to have your support in making this a reality both now and in the future. 
  
The focus of the funding is children aged 5 to 16 that get benefits-related free school meals. The funding will be 
used to provide activities for children and young people and their families. This might be a visit to a local          
attraction, or attending a short session for a particular activity.  The Short Breaks team are currently in discussion 
with local providers about the type of activities that could be offered.  
 
If your family and children/young people would be interested in attending such activities and you'd like to find 
out more, please complete a short form. The link for the form can be found here. 

We will then add you to our mailing list and share more information when we have further details.  
Thank you. 

BCP Council Short Breaks Team  

Tel. 01202 126226 

This week we were able to hold our sports Day, and what a Sports Day it was!  First up were Year 7 and Year 10 

followed by  Year 8 and Year 9 in the afternoon.  As the results came in the leader board was continually 

changing, well done to all of the students who took part, help out and cheered their House team on.  The 

winning house was announced the following day at Prize Giving assembly, Agglestone House being overall 

winners! 
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Prize Giving - 21st July 2021 
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Prize Giving July 2021 
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Prize Giving July 2021 
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Prize Giving July 2021 
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Prize Giving July 2021 
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Prize Giving July 2021 
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Prize Giving July 2021 
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Year 12 Fine Art Visit to Roche Court 

On Monday 14th June, the Art Department and Year 12 Fine Art visited Roche Court New Art Centre and Sculpture 
Park in Salisbury. We were very excited to have secured this visit, as many major London Galleries have been 
refusing school group entry since they reopened and this was our first educational visit since the pandemic 
started. Year 12 were brilliant! We spent the day ‘looking’, ‘thinking’ and ‘speaking’ about the work whilst being 
expertly guided by education officer Laura Joy. We saw sculptures by Peter Randall- Page, Conrad Shawcross, Bill 
Woodrow, Richard Long, Laura Ford. Barbara Hepworth and saw prints and ceramics in the Nicholas Pope 
exhibition. The group worked hard, recording and making notes on artists as influences for their personal 
investigation project, which is the main assessment coursework unit at A-Level.  

NewArtCentre. (sculpture.uk.com) 

https://www.sculpture.uk.com/
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Year 12 Fine Art Skate Park Project 

This half term our year 12 A Level Fine Art students have been working hard in their spare time to produce a large 
scale mural for the skate park in Lytchett Matravers village. Students have been commissioned by the Parish     
Council design, plan and create a piece of art for the back of the largest skate ramp. On the 28th June the group  
visited the skate park and met with Ken Morgan of the Parish Council to receive their project brief, before returning 
to the art department to spend the rest of the a day planning, discussing and then finally drawing up and starting to 
paint the mural boards. Covid restrictions unfortunately have meant the boards were left untouched for a period, 
before this fantastic group happily worked after school until 7pm throughout the last 10 days of the school year to 
get the boards complete. Fingers crossed that we will make our end of term deadline. Watch this space to see the 
finished boards fully installed. 
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Creative Well-Being 

Some of our students have been taking part in creative well-being sessions, this week they have made chalk art, 

writing positive messages/advice to help others or to bring a smile to their face. 
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Are you feeling worried or stressed? 
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Important Dates 

Important dates: 

Last Day of Term: Friday 23rd July finish at 12.30pm 

Year 11 & 12 PROM: Friday 3rd September - Kingston Maurward 

Start of Term:  

 Covid Testing:  Years 10, 11 and 13 on Thursday 2nd September (11.00am-3.00pm) 

        and Friday 3rd September (9.00am—3.00pm) 

 Year 7 and Year 12 return to school  -   Monday  6th September 

 ALL students  back at school  -  Tuesday 7th September 

 Individual School Photos  - Year 7, Year 10  and Year 12  -  Tuesday 7th September 

 SCHOOL OPEN EVENING - THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER AT 6PM 

Sandwalk 

After the huge success of Sandwalk last week, the donations have been rolling in!  Currently we have raised 

£10,000 and this is still rising.  Thank you very much for donating, so generously to our chosen charities CLIC    

Sargent and Dorset Young Minds. 


