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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our Newsletter. I hope you 

are well and in good spirits.  

2nd July 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

 The last few weeks have seen a significant spike in 

Covid infections amongst school-aged children 

across the country, including Dorset and BCP.  

Schools have followed government guidelines and 

sent home students considered to have been in 

close contact with the young people who have 

tested positive.  The period of time students and 

staff affected are required to self-isolate is 10 

days. This is extremely frustrating for all 

concerned, but until alternative daily testing is 

available, all schools are required to follow this. 

Given the risk of  having to self-isolate for 10 days as a result of being an unwitting close contact of a friend who has 

tested positive (using a PCR test) and thus having to miss Sandwalk and other end of term activities, my strong 

recommendation to all students would be to return to wearing a mask in communal areas and classrooms for the 

next week or so. It seems a small price to pay to keep safe and avoid having to self-isolate for 10 days.  We know 

that, worn properly, masks offer a useful level of protection.   

Sandwalk will go ahead as planned on Friday 9th July.  We will be taking extra precautions this year to protect each 

other and the local community: students will travel by bus in their year bubble; mask-wearing will be compulsory 

for all students whilst on the bus; students will be allowed to walk on the sand rather than on the prom to avoid 

congestion and to enable other beach-goers to maintain social distancing; students will be encouraged not to join 

lengthy queues to buy ice creams; they will be given a specific departure time for returning to school (in their year 

bubbles); and most importantly, they will be required to walk in small groups of no more than four.  We remind 

students of the need to bring and apply their own sun cream.  We hope to have a really enjoyable day and raise a 

lot of money, in so doing, for local charities.  Thank you in advance for your generosity in sponsoring your child. 

We have enjoyed welcoming Year 6 pupils to our outdoor assemblies this week. These have been arranged in 

Houses to ensure they meet some of the key staff who will be supporting them from September and of course to 

get their questions answered about the big transition to secondary school.   

It is lovely to see how enthusiastic and excited our Year 6s are about starting at 

Lytchett!  Many of them will benefit from a week’s Summer School at Lytchett 

starting on 26th July. This will allow them an opportunity to make new friends,  

get to know their way around the school, and of course to meet a good number of 

our wonderful staff.  We are really looking forward to welcoming our Year 6s! 

Thank you for your support. 

Keep safe! 
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 Interhouse Results 

Job Vacancy 

We are looking for an enthusiastic and pro-active individual to join our support staff team.  The Lunchtime        
Supervisor is a key role which focuses on overseeing students during the busy lunchtime period.  

Good communication skills and an ability to engage with students will be required.   

The successful applicant will be required to work from 12.15pm until 13.45pm, Monday to Friday. 

Previous school experience would be an advantage.   

For full details of the post and to apply online please use the link below:  

https://www.eteach.com/job/lunchtime-supervisor-1160396  

Year 7 Interhouse Football Results 

1st Place - Gault 

2nd Place - Purbeck/Portland 

3rd Place - Kimmeridge/Portland 

4th Place - Wealden/Agglestone 

 

Year 9 Interhouse Netball Results 

1st place - Gault/Portland 

2nd place - Purbeck/Agglestone 

 Parking in the School Bus Lane 

Remaining Interhouse competitions for both 

boys and girls 

Year 10 Netball - Tuesday 6th July 

Year 9 Football - Thursday 8th July 

Parents who drop their children off at school in the mornings are reminded that the far end of the bus lane is 

reserved for the two school minibuses.  Parents are therefore asked not to park in this area as this causes 

unnecessary congestion at the busiest time in the morning.  Your cooperation in this matter would be 

appreciated—especially by our minibus drivers! 

https://www.eteach.com/job/lunchtime-supervisor-1160396
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Year 9 EPA Award 

We thought you might like to read Jake Lagden’s excellent essay on artificial intelligence and Christopher Nunn’s 

essay on space exploration which they wrote as part of their Extended Project Award: 

 

Should We Fear the Expansion of AI? 
 
Artificial intelligence (AI) is, by definition, intelligence displayed by machines. Unlike most computer code, AI does 
not complete one set task; instead, AI splits into four main sub-categories designed to complete different 
functions: reactive machines, limited memory, theory of mind and self-awareness. Each of these sub-categories 
divides into several sub-categories, each of which designed to complete various tasks. 
 
In the media, we see the mention of AI everywhere, whether that is news on why we should trust AI or why we 
should be afraid of its expansion. This essay will include a balanced argument on whether the fear around AI is 
justified or whether it is unnecessary, an outline of the dangers and benefits of AI and a conclusion. 
 
There is much fear surrounding the expansion of AI. This fear is embedded in our society and therefore is a hot 
topic; many arguments support the fear, and many say the fear is unnecessary. In this essay, there is only room to 
mention a few of the main arguments.  Arguments against fearing the expansion of AI include introducing 
controls, safety nets and restrictions around AI, essential applications, and eliminating human error. The 
arguments in agreement with the fear include the possibility of superintelligence and loss of privacy online. 
 
The first point against the fear of AI is that legal restrictions are being put or are already in place to avoid harming 
people. These laws and regulations will be essential to keep AI safe and discourage fear. The European 
Commission is proposing new rules based on a risk-based system. These rules propose to ban AI systems 
considered to present unacceptable risk "systems which are seen as a clear threat to the safety, livelihoods, and 
rights of people".  High-risk AI will require strict testing before it is used, an example of high-risk AI being law 
enforcing AI.  It will require the person using limited-risk AI, such as chatbots, to be informed. There are no 
proposed restrictions on minimal-risk AI. These laws will ensure AI cannot legally threaten public safety. However, 
not everyone abides by the law, and rules will be broken; therefore, punishment must be in place to discourage 
breaking the rules. Due to international cooperation, the laws and punishment most likely be similar across many 
countries. However, some regimes are less democratic and are unlikely to introduce such protective legislation 
and practice.  Conversely, such regimes may abuse AI technology to gather and process the data of a country's 
population. 
 
To explore further, the first point justifying the fear of AI is the loss of online privacy. Due to AI processing of data 
in browser cookies, online privacy and anonymity are becoming scarce. With companies such as Facebook 
leveraging algorithms to steal our information and allow third-party usage, it is only right to be at least wary as we 
often have no idea how our information is used.  There are laws in place in many countries which require a 
website to notify the user of third-party cookies use.  Most companies abide by these laws; however, many users 
just click accept without reading through the terms and conditions, rendering the law pointless.   This disregard of 
a safety net is bound to justify the fear surrounding the expansion of such programs, and in turn, AI. 
 
The final point in this essay against the fear of AI is the essential applications and the elimination of human error. 
These are both positives coming out of AI. Essential AI applications include medical applications, such as organ 
donor webs, where multiple organ donors match suitable recipients, and they occur on a scale impossible for an 
individual or even larger teams to complete manually. Even if these teams could complete this manually, AI 
means that no one can misinterpret a suitable recipient and donor for two that do not match, thus eliminating 
human error.  This use of AI required thorough testing before roll-out, accounting for a system with an accuracy 
level much higher than anything possible via human process and another reason why the fear towards AI is 
unjustified. 
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With the global environmental crisis can space exploration be justified? 

By Christopher Nunn 

Is it worth it? Should we explore space? Is our earth important? I know it is complex and controversial, but I believe 

it is a relevant topic especially due to recent events that have unfolded over the past few years. With our newly re-

plenished care for our global environment and the unfolding events of the covid-19 pandemic which have helped 

reshape our understanding of the effects that we are making on our planet. The world is beginning to wake up to 

the true depth of the situation we have put ourselves in. Along with this, over the last year space exploration and 

space related developments have been on the forefront of many people’s minds. Missions such as the 

‘Perseverance’ rover sent to Mars and the first ever drone, named ‘Ingenuity’, to fly across its planetary surface will 

be the beginning of many more space programs to come. In the future I believe we will see more developments re-

lated to these topics which is why I think this question is important. 

Well, here we are, in the year 2021, in the heat of a global pandemic that has struck the world with such a surprise 

and has left no ease of loss. However, hope is being shown with efforts for a different global issue, Climate Change. 

Even with the struggles of the past year, minds are opening up to this issue and are acting. Eco-friendly is becoming 

the new normal and it is for the best. For many years now the population of the world has started to realise that we 

are the problem. “Humans are the cause of today’s environmental concerns.” This has become more evident 

through the pandemic. Across the world, particularly in East Asia, places like China and India have seen huge drops 

in air pollution because of the lack of cars on the roads due to the lockdowns that took place. Along with this it has 

become clearer to many nations that the issues are not just in other countries but, at home also.  

 
The final point in this essay justifying the fear around AI is the possibility of a superintelligence 'evolving'. 
A superintelligence is the highest on the scale of the strength of intelligence displayed by AI. To class an AI as super
-intelligent, it must surpass the intelligence of any human, and it must excel at many skills.  The current intelli-
gence displayed by AI comes under the weak AI category; there are three categories: weak AI, strong AI, and super 
AI (or superintelligence).  In recent news, AI experts have warned the public about the possibility of a superintelli-
gence developing under the radar. Major AI systems already have access to our personal information through 
many technologies such as cookies, medical files, and modern cars.  As well as the fact that we as humans would 
have no ability to control once it has surpassed our intelligence level is far from comforting and another argument 
why the expansion of AI should be feared.  It is crucial that there are comprehensive measures and safety nets in 
the design of these systems to prevent harm, clearly defining boundaries. 
 
In conclusion, the points mentioned which justify the fear surrounding the expansion of AI are the possibility of an 
uncontrollable superintelligence 'evolving' and the erosion of privacy and anonymity.  The points opposing the fear 
surrounding the expansion of AI are the essential uses of AI, the elimination of human error, and protection via 
laws and regulation to prevent harm against the public.  
 
AI should not be as feared as much as it is, but that does not mean it is entirely safe; it should be used with caution 
and safety nets to avoid misuse or the development of a superintelligence and the terrifying potential consequenc-
es. The measures regulations already in place are reasonable, but only time will tell if they are adequate.  
 
Jake Lagden 

Year 9 EPA Award (continued) 
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Since the beginning of the space race in the 1960s thousands of technological advancements have been made 

through the exploration of space. This is something which undoubtedly has change the way we live on earth to-

day. But I know what you are thinking, what can this possibly have to do with how space exploration is crucial to 

our fight against our problems on earth? Well, through the exploration of space, technology such as the solar 

panel were invented. Originally, they were used for powering satellites, but now they play a crucial role in pro-

ducing renewable energy for our homes. This can be shown from the year 2016 when solar panels accounted for 

20% of energy used in the UK. Among many other renewable sources and technological equipment, space pro-

grams have given many of our greatest achievements and more will continue to be made with the continuation 

of the exploration of space. Who knows within a few years maybe we will make another life changing develop-

ment through space exploration. 

On the other hand, a more focused effort on our environmental issues will allow for us to develop technology 

that will help against our problems rather than us stumbling across them. With the same amount of money or 

more than the space industry, they would be able to focus on our issues with ease. With scientists estimating 

only 7-10 years before we reach the ‘point of no return’ action needs to take place now and fast. So, it should be 

top priority for us, but should space exploration be dropped to focus on our own planet? With carbon dioxide 

levels of around 409.8ppm (parts per million), which is higher than it has been for at least the last 800,000 years, 

we need to take action. Another point is something said by Amitai Etzioni which was, “What the droughts, the 

fires, the hot summers, and the melting glaciers call for is not an escape from earth but a redoubling of the 

efforts to save it.” Etzioni understands that we as a species need to help save the earth. Does everyone else un-

derstand though? Will they help? 

Research, understanding, discovery, all things which space exploration supply. Even throughout our everyday 

lives in the 21st century almost all our electronic systems that we rely on involve space in some sort of way. From 

communications, economy, information, and research to security and defence. Space technology is used every-

day without us even realising. Some of the greatest benefits of space exploration are not only those of other 

worlds, but those that allow us to study our own. It is through the use of satellites that we can study weather 

patterns, our magnetic field and even our climate. All of which plays a crucial role in the rescue of earth from the 

problems we have caused. Through the use of advanced satellite technology, we can discover so much about our 

planet which can only be a good thing in the terms of helping earth. Even though the costs of putting these satel-

lites into orbit is enormous and the quantity of Co2 released is huge these satellite can be so important for us 

and in the future will be worth it. 

Now, back to the question. With our global environmental crisis can space exploration be justified? For many at 

the start, we might have said that it cannot be justified and that we should focus on our planet and its problems. 

However, for some they might have said differently. Space exploration might have been justifiable for them. 

What did you think? With our own planet suffering with no end of issues. From pollution and hunger to over-

population and climate change, we have a list of things to do to fix our mess on a planet that we have shown no 

care for. 

However, when we look at space, we see billions of dollars’ worth of technology and months of work burnt up to 

protect lifeless lumps of rock on the other side of the solar system from contamination that our space crafts 

might cause. If we are willing to do this, then surely, we can look after our own planet just the same. “Perhaps, if 

we all act a little more like astronauts, then we can build a better future for earth.” If we can do this, we will have 

a chance, as said by Yakob Reed, “The most important thing we have to gain for exploring space is not in technol-

ogy it is a perspective it is an understanding that we are all cosmic mariner’s marooned here on a ball of rock 

cascading through the unknown. With no chance of escape.” From this we should be able to understand that 

there are no do-overs or second chances when it comes to our planet. With this in mind I personally believe that 

it can be justified, and we should continue to progress space exploration into the future along with a boosted 

effort towards the current environmental concerns of our planet.  

Year 9 EPA Award (continued) 
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Do you live in the Parish of Bere Regis? 
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Summer In Dorset 
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Dance Summer School 

Wearing of Masks on School Buses 

Students are reminded that the must wear a face 

mask when travelling on any public transport,         

especially the school buses. 

Message from Wareham Town Council 

Wareham Town Council has made the difficult decision to close the BMX track on Hauses Field, Northmoor due 

to safety reasons.  Please be assured that the BMX track will be replaced with a new facility. 
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Student Achievements 

Brontie Matthews in Year 10 has this week competed with her England Team in the Daks Mounted Pony 

Games.  Well done, Brontie! 

Poole Lighthouse 

Poole Lighthouse are producing a brand new play ‘The Heart at the Centre of the World’, written by Andrew 
Muir, all about growing up in Poole. The story follows two 17 year olds, facing an uncertain future, filled with 
hopes, doubts and dreams. Directed by Paines Plough Alumni Janise Sadik and starring two up and coming    
actors from Bournemouth & Poole College, this is a show that will not only be too good to miss but will resonate 
strongly with the students.  

 

The show is taking place on  Saturday 10th July at 2pm at Lighthouse and is FREE for all under 21s as well as 
Bournemouth & Poole College students.  

Tickets can be purchased here: https://www.lighthousepoole.co.uk/whats-on/2021/the-heart-at-the-centre-of-

the-world/.  
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Important Dates 

Important dates: 

Sandwalk:  Friday 9th July 

Last Day of Term: Friday 23rd July finish at 12.30pm 

Year 11 & 12 PROM: Friday 3rd September - Kingston Maurward 

 

Start of Term: Year 7 and Year 12  -   Monday  6th September 

Year 8, Year 9, Year 10, Year 11 and Year 13  -  Tuesday 7th September 

 

PTA Uniform Shop 

The uniform shop will be open on the following dates: 

For trying on sessions, between 3.00pm and 5.00pm on: Thursday 8th July and Thursday 15th July 

To purchase second hand uniform, between 3.00pm and 5.00pm on: Thursday 22nd July 

School Show Launch 

                   Please click on the Youtube link below to watch the school show launch for this year! 

https://youtu.be/xhj5J5bsH88  

DATE YEAR GROUPS TIME

WEDNESDAY 30TH JUNE 7, 8 AND 9 3.30PM-5.30PM

MONDAY 5TH JULY 10 AND 12 3.30PM-5.30PM

show@lytchett.org.ukYOU MUST EMAIL US TO ENTER 

AUDITIONS ON…….


