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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I hope 

you are all well and in good spirits. 

7th May 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

This week we sent out invites to Year 11 students 

to attend Prom 2021. The venue this year will be 

Kingston Maurward. It is the first major indoor 

event that we have planned for students since 

March 2020.  We remain optimistic, with the 

continuing reduction in Covid cases, that this event 

will go ahead.  As the current Year 12 students had 

their Prom cancelled last year, we are also inviting 

Year 12 students who are still on roll to join the 

Year 11s on Friday 9th July at Kingston Maurward.  

It is interesting  to see how world events can impact on our daily lives here in Dorset. You will no doubt remember 

the extraordinary images from the Suez Canal, some weeks ago, of a massive container ship blocking the passage  

of hundreds of other ships through that vital shipping lane.  We are now being advised that the Suez Canal snarl-up, 

along with the devastating impact of Covid in parts of Asia, has resulted in a breakdown in the schoolwear supply 

chain, resulting in delays for uniform orders.  I have included on page 3 of the newsletter a message from our 

uniform suppliers, SWI, in which they explain the problems they are currently experiencing. It might be worth 

ordering blazers and shirts/blouses in plenty of time for the start of the new school year in September! 

We have decided to take up the offer of government funding to run a summer camp/school during the first week of 

the summer holiday. This will be open to students currently in Years 6, 7 and 8.  The private company that is 

managing this is offering an exciting programme of activities which we understand will include a trip to a theme 

park or zoo, a variety of sports activities, opportunities to be creative (via art/drama/dance) and of course some 

literacy and numeracy sessions. The whole week is fully funded so there will be no cost to students.  Lunches will 

also be provided.  We are looking at offering this programme to around 120 students. I will be sending out more 

information about this activity week as soon as I receive it. 

We have been asked to remind you of the need to keep testing your child twice weekly, using the lateral flow tests. 

Although infection rates have dropped, we are advised that the virus still poses a threat.   We really do not want to 

be sending large numbers of students home as a result of a freak Covid outbreak.       

Regular testing is just part of our armoury against the spread of this virus, but it is a 

vital part. 

We are starting to experience some warmer weather now, which means that there  

really  is no need for students to wear coats in class any more. It feels as though we 

are at last starting to return to some kind of normality. 

Thank you as always for your support. 
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Sports Clubs 

Inter-house Competition Results 

Results for Year 8 Inter-house Rounders 

Joint 1st place —Agglestone and Kimmeridge 

Joint 3rd place —Purbeck and Portland 

4th place —Wealden 

Results for Year 7 Inter-house Athletics 

1st place —Agglestone  

2nd place —Purbeck  

3rd place—Portland 

4th place —Kimmeridge 

5th place—Wealden 
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Important School Uniform Communication 

Although we are thankfully starting to see signs of normality, the impact of COVID-19 is 
still very much prevalent within the schoolwear industry. The availability of school 
uniforms across the UK is being seriously challenged by issues with global supply chains 
and the resulting disruption to worldwide shipping. This was further impacted by the 
recent closure of the Suez Canal. 

 

Unfortunately this has led to some items being out of stock and delays on some orders. 
This is likely to continue throughout summer and into September. Not only are the 
suppliers experiencing delays in orders, their supply chain is unable to provide accurate 
delivery dates into distribution centres. Subsequently, our suppliers are unable to provide 
you with delivery dates. 

 

Our supplier has asked us to pass on the following information to you: 

 

“We apologise for any delays or inconvenience you may have experienced and we are 
working to gain more accurate  information from suppliers. Please rest assured that our 
teams are working tirelessly to ensure supplies are received and distributed as quickly as 
possible. 

 

If you have an outstanding order and require an update, please contact the customer 
service team who will do their best to answer your queries:   

Tel: 01928 752 610- Monday to Friday - 8.30am to 5.00pm 

Email: customerservice@swi.co.uk 

 

If you need to place an order, please order online as normal. Our general stock levels are 
good and we are fulfilling over 90% of orders in normal time scales.” 

 

If you are not getting an adequate or immediate response, please do not hesitate to 
contact Kieren Hasler at the school –   haslerk@lytchett.org.uk 

mailto:customerservice@swi.co.uk
mailto:haslerk@lytchett.org.uk
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Suffering from stress? 
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Keeping your child safe online (thinkuknow.co.uk) 
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Police campaign re. keeping your child safe online  

Devon & Cornwall Police and Dorset Police are working together to raise awareness of the risks to young 

people online and to encourage them to talk to a trusted adult if they are approached. 

 

The campaign, called “Looks sus? Tell us!”, featured a series of animations which have been created to be 

shared on different social media platforms to raise awareness of the early signs of grooming. They are also 

designed to encourage children and young people to be suspicious of, and to report, particular kinds of 

approaches on social media or via other channels such as online gaming chat.  There is also an animation 

aimed at parents to encourage them to have those difficult conversations with their children.                      

 

Alongside the animations, campaign web pages are being launched with more information and sources of 

help and advice for both young people and parents/guardians or professionals who work with children. 

 

 A/Superintendent Jim Beashel of Dorset Police explains: “We know offenders use social media platforms to 

target and groom young people for exploitation. So we thought we would use the same channels to try to talk 

to young people about what an approach from a criminal might look like, and what to do if they were 

worried.   “We have called the campaign “Looks sus? Tell us!” because we want children to know they can 

report these things to us and we can keep them safe. But we are also conscious of the fact that if children are 

scared, they are unlikely to tell the police in the first instance. But it is important that they talk to someone so, 

if they don’t want to get in touch with us, they should talk to an adult they trust.”                

 

The campaign focuses particularly on child sexual exploitation (CSE) where the NSPCC reports the most 

commonly used social media channel is Instagram. However there are overlaps with other kinds of online 

grooming, to recruit for county lines for example, so one of the animations shows this kind of grooming 

too.   

 

Despite the subject matter, the tone of the animations is kept light with cute, colourful characters. The “child” 

character is not depicted as a victim, instead their quick thinking helps solve the problem. However, the 

aminations do carry a serious message; that you never know who you’re talking to online and that an online 

“friend” may not be who you think they are.                                                                  

 

https://www.dorset.police.uk/help-advice-crime-prevention/abuse-exploitation-neglect/look-sus-tell-us/
https://www.dorset.police.uk/help-advice-crime-prevention/abuse-exploitation-neglect/look-sus-tell-us/
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NSPCC Helpline 

Ordering Home Test Kits 

Please follow the link below for instructions on how to order your home testing kits. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests  

 

 

A dedicated NSPCC helpline is now available to support anyone who has experienced sexual abuse in    
educational settings or has concerns about someone or the issues raised. The dedicated NSPCC helpline 
number is 0800 136 663 and more information is available at: Dedicated helpline for victims of abuse in 
schools NSPCC.  

Water Bottles 

Now that the warmer weather is approaching, please could we remind students to bring in their own water bottles 

from home and to keep themselves hydrated .  There are water coolers around the school site which can be used to 

re-fill water bottles throughout the day.  Please only visit your house office for water if you have forgotten your 

water bottle. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/
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Community Events 
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Important Dates 

Please note that Parents’ Evenings this year will  be online, using a bespoke portal. 

Important dates: 

 Year 12 (Online) Parents’ Evening: Thursday 27th May 2021 

Year 11 & 12 PROM: Friday 9th July  - Kingston Maurward 

NEXT INSET DAY:  Monday 7th June 2021 

Sandwalk 2021 

Half Term : Monday 31st May 2021 

We are thrilled to announce that this year’s Sandwalk is going to happen! Barring the return of any COVID       
restrictions that might make it unviable, Lytchett’s great tradition returns! For those parents and students who 
are unaware of the Sandwalk, it is our annual sponsored walk from Sandbanks to Bournemouth Pier and back 
again. It is a whole school event and we find that it's very unusual for students not to want to take part in what 
we consider is the best day of the school year! 

Friday 9th of July is the date for your diary and this year’s event will support CLIC Sargent and DYMC (Dorset 
Mind Your Head). With the physical and mental health of young people currently a major concern the               
opportunity of supporting these two charities is one not to be missed. This choice of charities was made last year 
and, as with all charities, they have been hit hard by the pandemic and the cancellation of the 2020 Sandwalk. 

To ensure that all of the sponsorship raised is able to go directly to the charities, we ask that students make a 
payment of £10 to cover the cost of transport to and from the beach, as well as the T-shirt. In the current        
economic climate, these charities need our support but we are also aware that some Lytchett families have 
suffered financially as well. There is no profit made on the sales of the iconic Sandwalk T-shirts. Please contact 
me (wyatts@lytchett.org.uk) if payment is a concern. 

Prompt payments via Wisepay would be appreciated. This can be found under the ‘Trips’ section of Wisepay. All 
students will order the size of T-shirt that they require through their House in the next few weeks. 

With the enforced move towards a cashless society in the past few months we have worked with our charities to 
set up a Virgin Giving page for sponsorship payments, the details of which are below. There are also links to our 
chosen charities so that you can see the work that each charity carries out. The proceeds of the Sandwalk will 
then be evenly split between these charities. 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SANDWALK2021 

CLIC Sargent    https://www.clicsargent.org.uk/ 

DMYH                https://dorsetmindyourhead.co.uk/ 

Please contact Mrs Biddle or Mr Wyatt if you have any queries about the Sandwalk. 

biddlej@lytchett.org.uk   wyatts@lytchett.org.uk  

mailto:wyatts@lytchett.org.uk
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SANDWALK2021
https://www.clicsargent.org.uk/
https://dorsetmindyourhead.co.uk/
mailto:biddlej@lytchett.org.uk
mailto:wyatts@lytchett.org.uk

