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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I hope 

you are all well and in good spirits. 

30th April 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I would like to thank all those parents and students 

who have sent in messages of support for the 

school in recent days. This is very much 

appreciated.  A number of you have told me that 

the recent controversy has led to some interesting 

and highly thought-provoking family conversations 

around the meal table. Our young people feel 

empowered to speak out about issues that really 

matter to them. It is incumbent upon us all to 

listen to them and to take their concerns seriously. 

I had a very positive and constructive meeting with our Student Voice group on Monday morning.  The discussion 

was purposeful and wide-ranging. The key issue was safety. Many of our young people feel unsafe when they are 

out and about in the local area; they feel anxious about walking home alone; they are concerned about the dangers 

that lurk online, especially when communicating on social media platforms; and some worry about what their 

peers will say about them at school if they dare to be, or just happen to be, different.  Sexual harassment is clearly 

widespread in society. The number of students who say they have experienced it in some form or another is 

shocking—from wolf-whistling, to inappropriate comments to serious assault. As a school, we want to ensure that 

our young people feel safe.   

Through our PSHE programme, we will seek to equip our young people with the understanding and skills to 

navigate the challenges of adolescence.  Relationships matter to young people, but when they are not healthy 

relationships based on mutual respect, they can cause great hurt and sometimes trauma.  PSHE is a really 

important (non-assessed) subject which incorporates many societal, personal and health issues. It prepares 

students for life.  We can look at increasing the number of hours devoted to it, but this will inevitably result in the 

drop in the allocation of hours for other subjects; something that may concern students preparing for public 

examinations.  We will need to strike a balance here.  Similarly, we can make changes to our uniform policy, but we 

will need to ensure that the revised uniform remains smart whilst also being comfortable and affordable. At the 

request of students and parents, we are looking into alternative styles of skirts and  trousers.  We will keep parents 

informed and involve them fully in our decision-making.  

Although we got off to a bumpy start, I am confident that this ‘big conversation’ 

about how we can build a better and safer future for our young people, is going to 

be a very positive and exciting turning point for the school. I am pleased that our 

young people feel empowered. They have found their voice, and we are listening.    

 

Thank you for your support. 
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Sports Clubs 

First up was Year 7  (39 in all!) out on the field for Rounders.  

Next up was Year 9 with Tennis, Agglestone, Kimmeridge and Portland all  fielded teams.   

Finishing off the week was Year 8 Athletics. 

 

Results—Yr7 Rounders    Results—Yr9 Tennis   Results—Yr8 Athletics 

1st Gault      1st Agglestone    1st Kimmeridge/Wealden 

2nd Purbeck      2nd Kimmeridge    2nd Portland 

3rd Portland      3rd Portland     3rd Agglestone 

4th Kimmeridge           4th Purbeck 

5th Agglestone/Wealden (combined team) 

Inter-house Competition Results 
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Library News 

The Public Library Service have introduced a new reading app.  Here is a link to a YouTube video which will    
demonstrate how to use the Libby App on a computer, you can also stream to your tablet, smartphone or laptop.  
There is a fantastic range of magazines and comics available and this is free to use with your public library card.  If 
you aren’t already a member you can join online Join the library (librarieswest.org.uk) 
 
https://youtu.be/z13m3DR29jI  How to use Libby on a computer. 

‘Family Bubble’ Test Kits 

Please follow the link below for instructions on how to collect  ‘Family Bubble ‘home testing kits from Poole  

Dolphin Centre. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-

staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4  

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/?rm=JOIN+THE+LIBRA0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue
https://youtu.be/z13m3DR29jI
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
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Travelling to school safely—Guidance from the DfE 

It is likely that the roads and public transport system will be busier than when students  returned in March, given 

other businesses have reopened.  

 if you live a short distance from your school or college, walk, cycle or scoot to and from school wherever it is 

possible and safe to do so 

 avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of your household or support bubble 

 if you are using public transport to get to school or college, plan ahead and allow more time for your journey 

 when you are travelling by public or dedicated school transport, don’t forget to: 

 wear a face covering (unless you are exempt—including if you are aged 11 and under).  It is important 

you wear them for the entirety of your journey, including inside a bus or train station 

 social distance where possible 

 wash or sanitise your hands regularly 

 be considerate to fellow passengers and staff 

  

Water Bottles 

Now that the warmer weather is approaching, please could we remind students to bring in their own water 

bottles from home and to keep themselves hydrated .  There are water coolers around the school site which 

can be used to re-fill water bottles throughout the day.  Please only visit your house office for water if you have 

forgotten your water bottle. 
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Fundraising 
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Important Dates 

Please note that Parents’ Evenings this year will  be online, using a bespoke portal. 

Important dates: 

(Online) Parents Evenings: 

 Year 12: Thursday 27th May 2021 

NEXT INSET DAY:  Monday 7th June 2021 

Sandwalk 2021 

Bank Holiday:  Monday 3rd May 2021 

Half Term : Monday 31st May 2021 

We are thrilled to announce that this year’s Sandwalk is going to happen! Barring the return of any COVID       
restrictions that might make it unviable, Lytchett’s great tradition returns! For those parents and students who 
are unaware of the Sandwalk, it is our annual sponsored walk from Sandbanks to Bournemouth Pier and back 
again. It is a whole school event and we find that it's very unusual for students not to want to take part in what 
we consider is the best day of the school year! 

Friday 9th of July is the date for your diary and this year’s event will support CLIC Sargent and DYMC (Dorset 
Mind Your Head). With the physical and mental health of young people currently a major concern the               
opportunity of supporting these two charities is one not to be missed. This choice of charities was made last year 
and, as with all charities, they have been hit hard by the pandemic and the cancellation of the 2020 Sandwalk. 

To ensure that all of the sponsorship raised is able to go directly to the charities, we ask that students make a 
payment of £10 to cover the cost of transport to and from the beach, as well as the T-shirt. In the current        
economic climate, these charities need our support but we are also aware that some Lytchett families have 
suffered financially as well. There is no profit made on the sales of the iconic Sandwalk T-shirts. Please contact 
me (wyatts@lytchett.org.uk) if payment is a concern. 

Prompt payments via Wisepay would be appreciated. This can be found under the ‘Trips’ section of Wisepay. All 
students will order the size of T-shirt that they require through their House in the next few weeks. 

With the enforced move towards a cashless society in the past few months we have worked with our charities to 
set up a Virgin Giving page for sponsorship payments, the details of which are below. There are also links to our 
chosen charities so that you can see the work that each charity carries out. The proceeds of the Sandwalk will 
then be evenly split between these charities. 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SANDWALK2021 

CLIC Sargent    https://www.clicsargent.org.uk/ 

DMYH                https://dorsetmindyourhead.co.uk/ 

Please contact Mrs Biddle or Mr Wyatt if you have any queries about the Sandwalk. 

biddlej@lytchett.org.uk   wyatts@lytchett.org.uk  
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