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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I hope 

you are all well and in good spirits. 

23rd April 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I hope you had a good Easter holiday. It’s great to 

be back at school. We really feel that winter is now 

behind us. Although it is great to be out on the 

field in the sunshine at break and lunchtimes, we 

do not unfortunately have full use of it at the 

moment because of some work we are having 

done to repair the playing surface.  We are advised 

we will have a one of the best football pitches in 

the county once the work has been completed! 

Following the email that was sent out to parents on Tuesday on the subject of social media (and the appalling 

messages that were being disseminated from various platforms), we felt we needed to address the issue of sexual 

harassment in school through a video to students. Clearly this is a very sensitive and emotive subject. The purpose 

of the video was to challenge the unacceptable language being used by some boys towards a number of girls in the 

school.  The second half of the video was supposed to be about considering ways of keeping safe. Unfortunately, 

the issue of the length of girls’ skirts was used as an example. This was clearly a mistake and caused a lot of upset.   

We accept that we should not have linked the two issues, as there is never any excuse for boys to make 

inappropriate comments to girls, and no one ever deserves abuse on account of what they are wearing or what 

they do.  We apologise for the distress caused by linking these two entirely separate issues.  The video has 

provoked  a lot of discussion amongst students and we hope that something positive will emerge from it. Ultimately 

we want all students to feel comfortable and safe coming into school, without fear of being called unpleasant 

names for the way they look, the way they behave or the way they express themselves.   

I am delighted to see that inter-House sport competitions are proving very popular with students. It is so important 

that our young people rediscover their love of sport and physical exercise after such a long period of lockdown.  

Participation rates in these inter-House competitions have been excellent.  If your child has not yet got involved in a 

sports club or inter-house competition, please encourage them to do so.  

We wish our Year 11 and 13 students every success as they complete their GCSE 

and A level assessments over the next few weeks.  They have worked hard, in very 

challenging circumstances, and deserve every success.   

 

Thank you, as always, for all your support. 
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Careers Video Library 

 Midwife 

 Nurse 

 Care Assistant 

 Plumber 

 Engineer (any type) 

 PE Teacher 

 Personal Trainer 

 IT/Computing Careers 

 Hairdresser 

We are still very keen to receive more videos from parents  (and their friends/relatives) for our Careers 

Video Library.  We ask for a 5-6 minute video recorded on Zoom (for example), detailing: 

 What the job entails 

 A typical working day 

 What you were good at in school 

 Qualifications needed  

 Best and worst aspects of the job 

 How to get into this line of work 

 

We are particularly interested in receiving videos  

on the jobs listed here 

 

If you have any questions about: 

 how to make the video or  

 how to upload it onto our school website 

(Careers and Work-Related Learning • Lytchett 

Minster School)  

please email office@lytchett.org.uk 

We would love to hear from you! 

If you would like to be  

involved in this project 

but are a bit anxious 

about recording your own 

video, please contact Mr 

Coombes via email:                      

Stephen@lychett.org.uk. 

He will happily record it 

for you in school at a time 

of your convenience. 

http://lytchett.org.uk/wp/students/careers/
http://lytchett.org.uk/wp/students/careers/
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 

As a school we are very indebted to Prince Phillip, the Duke of Edinburgh for the 

programme which he has bequeathed to our young people, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

scheme, or DofE as it is more commonly called. It is a fantastic programme which helps 

students develop into confident, independent, successful and well-rounded young people.  

Universities and employers are very interested in students who have completed their DofE 

because they know it is a qualification that  requires a lot of character, determination and 

hard work.  It is also a lot of fun! 

In the last six years, over 300 students from 

Lytchett have taken part in the DofE award 

scheme, at Bronze, Silver or Gold level.  This 

year, we have 45 Year 10 students who will be 

completing their Bronze and 8 Year 12 students 

who will be completing their Gold award. 

Students learn to work in a team, show 

initiative, commitment and resilience. A sense 

of humour also does not go amiss... 

Before students can take part in any 

expeditions they have to complete a   

10 week training course involving   

First Aid, navigation, map reading, 

camp craft and cooking on a 

camping stove. They also have to 

complete some voluntary service 

and develop sporting and musical/

artistic skills. 
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Sports Clubs 
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Library News 

The Public Library Service have introduced a new reading app.  Here is a link to a YouTube video which will    
demonstrate how to use the Libby App on a computer, you can also stream to your tablet, smartphone or laptop.  
There is a fantastic range of magazines and comics available and this is free to use with your public library card.  If 
you aren’t already a member you can join online Join the library (librarieswest.org.uk) 
 
https://youtu.be/z13m3DR29jI  How to use Libby on a computer. 

‘Family Bubble’ Test Kits 

Please follow the link below for instructions on how to collect  ‘Family Bubble ‘home testing kits from Poole  

Dolphin Centre. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-

staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4  

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/?rm=JOIN+THE+LIBRA0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue
https://youtu.be/z13m3DR29jI
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
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PE Interhouse Competitions 

National Citizen Service 

We are excited to share with you an opportunity for all of our Year 11 and Year 12 students.  

The National Citizen Service (NCS) is a summer programme where young people can meet new people, learn new 
skills and do good in our local community.  

Young people can take part in some exciting outdoor activities, participate in workshops designed to boost CV's 
and plan and deliver a local 'passion project' to make a positive difference. 

Our students are being shown a video over the next few weeks about the programme.  

To sign up, or find out more, you can visit their website: www.wearencs.com  

Up next was Year 10 Interhouse football, every game was closely fought and some great football was on       

display. 

Results 

1st: Kimmeridge 

2nd: Wealden 

3rd: Agglestone 

4th: Portland 

5th: Purbeck 

 

 

 

It was great to see so many  Year 8 students represent their houses in the Capture the Flag competition.   

 

 

Results 

1st: Wealden 

2nd: Agglestone/Kimmeridge 

3rd: Purbeck 

4th: Gault 

5th: Portland 

http://www.wearencs.com
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Travelling to school safely 

It is likely that the roads and public transport system will be busier than when students   returned in March, given 

other businesses have reopened.  

 if you live a short distance from your school or college, walk, cycle or scoot to and from school wherever it is 

possible and safe to do so 

 avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of your household or support bubble 

 if you are using public transport to get to school or college, plan ahead and allow more time for your journey 

 when you are travelling by public or dedicated school transport, don’t forget to: 

 wear a face covering (unless you are exempt—including if you are aged 11 and under).  It is important 

you wear them for the entirety of your journey, including inside a bus or train station 

 social distance where possible 

 wash or sanitise your hands regularly 

 be considerate to fellow passengers and staff 

  

Governor News 

We are delighted to welcome Iain Odhams to the Governing Body as a Co-opted 
Governor. 

My name is Iain Odhams and I have a child currently in Year 9 at Lytchett Minster 
and another in Year 3 at Lytchett Matravers Primary school.  

I work as a Learning and Development Officer for the NHS Ambulance Service.  As a   
paramedic by trade, I am very used to making critical decisions and working solely 
for the benefit of others, which are skills that would prove   invaluable for a parent  
governor. For the past 2 years, I have been working in an educational capacity 
which is   focussed on developing our workforce, both with practical skills as well as 
academically.   

I believe school life is really important to young people and this year, like many par-
ents, home schooling has really opened my eyes to the role that education plays in 
developing our children’s lives.  As an educator myself, I have had to adapt to new 
ways teaching putting a much higher emphasis on alternative delivery methods 
such as online learning and developing virtual classrooms.  Organisation and com-
munications skills are staple elements of my day job and are transferable to this 
role. 
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Fundraising 
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Community Notices 
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Community Notices 
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Carbon Copy 
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Important Dates 

Please note that Parents’ Evenings this year will  be online, using a bespoke portal. 

Important dates: 

(Online) Parents Evenings: 

Year 10: Thursday 29th April 2021 

Year 12: Thursday 27th May 2021 

NEXT INSET DAY:  Monday 7th June 2021 

Request for Supplies 

The Art department are looking for any spare/unwanted wool, especially in reds, oranges, yellows, whites, 

browns, blacks, greys and creams. 

Also, if you have any unwanted ribbon, raffia, string (especially coloured string in green, browns of the blue  

plastic string), bias binding tape or light weighted fabric suitable for cutting into thin strips, that you do not need 

anymore, please recycle it to us! 

Any donations, please leave at man reception and these will be collected by the Art department. 

Thank you ! 


