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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I hope you 

are all well and in good spirits. 

26th March 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I am pleased to say we have had no positive cases since 

school welcomed back all its students on 8th March. 

We would encourage all students to make use of the 

home testing kits twice a week. There is no need to 

report negative results to the school.  If your child tests 

positive with a lateral flow test at home, they will need 

have a PCR test (e.g. at Creekmoor) to confirm the 

result.  Please inform the school immediately if your 

child does test positive. They will of course need to self-

isolate for 10 days, in line with government guidance.  

We will ensure online learning is provided for students 

who are self-isolating. 

We are all very much hoping that a number of restrictions (e.g. mask-wearing in class) will be lifted after Easter.  These last few 

weeks have been tough on students and staff alike!  The school’s policy has always been to follow government guidance. This 

will continue to be the case moving forward.  Any changes to school procedures will be communicated to you via email and the 

school website.   

We are starting to offer more extra-curricular activities. We would encourage all students to get involved in these—especially 

the inter-House competitions. We are confident that we will be able to complete our much-loved Sandwalk on Friday 9th July, 

as planned.  We are optimistic that a Year 11 Prom  will also take place this year, but we cannot yet confirm this (for obvious 

reasons). 

Year 11 and 13 students have already started completing their assessments which will count towards their final GCSE and A 

Level grades.  These replace the normal end of year examinations. We will be conducting these mini-assessments in controlled 

conditions.  The last day for our Year 11 and 13 students will be 28th May.  Students who are choosing to stay at Lytchett and 

join our sixth form will be given some transition work to prepare them for September.  

Year 6 pupils have recently received confirmation of which secondary school they will be attending next year. Once again, 

Lytchett finds itself over-subscribed, meaning we will be full in Years 7 to 10 with 260 in each year group.  We look forward to 

meeting our new Year 7 cohort in June/July. Like last year, we will be inviting students with parents/carers to attend House 

assemblies in front of the Manor House.  This will be followed by a tour of the school. 

This week we had a whole school PSHE session on the theme of resilience. Students were 

encouraged to reflect on how they cope with disappointments and setbacks.  A number of 

teachers shared strategies they use in their own lives.  We hope students found it useful. 

We have been impressed with the way students have settled back into school. The vast 

majority have returned in a positive frame of mind.  We are under no illusions how 

challenging many of our students found lockdown 2.  Please contact your House office if 

you feel your child is still struggling and could do with some additional pastoral or 

academic support. 
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Careers Video Library 

 Midwife 

 Nurse 

 Care Assistant 

 Plumber 

 Engineer (any type) 

 PE Teacher 

 Personal Trainer 

 IT/Computing Careers 

 Hairdresser 

We are still very keen to receive more videos from parents  (and their friends/relatives) for our Careers 

Video Library.  We ask for a 5-6 minute video recorded on Zoom (for example), detailing: 

 What the job entails 

 A typical working day 

 What you were good at in school 

 Qualifications needed  

 Best and worst aspects of the job 

 How to get into this line of work 

 

We are particularly interested in receiving videos  

on the jobs listed here 

 

If you have any questions about: 

 how to make the video or  

 how to upload it onto our school website 

(Careers and Work-Related Learning • Lytchett 

Minster School)  

please email office@lytchettt.org.uk 

We would love to hear from you! 

An excellent video sent in  

to us last week about a 

career in the police force 

http://lytchett.org.uk/wp/students/careers/
http://lytchett.org.uk/wp/students/careers/
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PE Interhouse Competitions 

Last week we had 31 Year 7 students representing four Houses in the Year 7 Interhouse Football Competition. All the 
teams played really well, showing great teamwork, effort and resilience! We awarded points for the number participants, 
examples of positive teamwork and results in the matches. Big thank you to Mr Laishley and Mr Jeffries for running the 
event! Here are the results… 

 1st Gault (21points) 

2nd Kimmeridge (18points) 

3rd Agglestone (17points) 

4th Portland (14points) 

 

This week we have had Year 8 and Year  9 Interhouse  Football Competitions.  Both tournaments were played excellently 
and some football was on display from all teams.  Here are the results… 

Year 8 results 

1st: Portland  

2nd: Gault 

3rd: Wealden 

4th: Purbeck 

5th: Agglestone 

6th: Kimmeridge 

 

Year 9 results 

1st: Gault 

2nd: Portland 

3rd: Purbeck 

4th: Kimmeridge/ Wealden select  

5th: Agglestone  

National Citizen Service 

We are excited to share with you an opportunity for all of our Year 11 and Year 12 students.  

The National Citizen Service (NCS) is a summer programme where young people can meet new people, learn new 
skills and do good in our local community.  

Young people can take part in some exciting outdoor activities, participate in workshops designed to boost CV's 
and plan and deliver a local 'passion project' to make a positive difference. 

Our students are being shown a video over the next few weeks about the programme.  

To sign up, or find out more, you can visit their website: www.wearencs.com  

Also last week  we had the first  Year 10 Inter House Handball competition. 

We had 3 pupils each from Portland and Purbeck and 4 pupils from Agglestone. We combined to make two teams          
consisting of Portland/ Agglestone against a Purbeck/ Agglestone team. After a hard thought game, the Purbeck/            
Agglestone team came out victorious with a 12-11 win over the Portland/ Agglestone team. 

http://www.wearencs.com
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Gardening Club 

The first meeting of the gardening club , since the last 

lockdown took place last Saturday.  We had a fantastic 

morning preparing the school beds, trying our hands at 

propagation and beginning to water the schools newly 

planted raspberry canes.  This with lashing of tea and   

custard creams to help fuel us along! 

Ex Student Achievement 

Ex-Lytchett student, Lewis Goodenough 

- graduating from RAF College Cranwell 

to become an officer in her Majesty's 

Royal Air Force on 25 March 2021. Lewis 

will be based at RAF Odiham until he 

starts his phase 2 in October 2021 . 
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Lytchett Lecture Series 



 6 

Library News 
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Reading Challenge 
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The Big Bang Competition 

STEM for everyone with The Big Bang Competition  

More than just winning prizes!  

Taking part will help  students grow confidence through project work, inspire them to explore an area of interest 
and develop independent learning skills. The competition also provides an invaluable opportunity to get feedback 
from industry experts and to celebrate and share their achievements. With the competition going digital in 2021, 
there are even more opportunities to get feedback. 

 
Anyone can do a project!  

Projects can be on any topic in the field of STEM and don’t need to meet a set standard: whether they’ve been 

conducted using simple everyday items or carried out research in a scientific laboratory, in school or at home, it’s 

all about the idea and the enthusiasm behind it. It could be an invention, a communications campaign or research 

into solving a problem within the community.  

Previous projects have included: 

 Plastic filtering robot whale  

 Why should we wash our hands?  

 Building for climate change  

 Sign language gloves  

 Is sun cream water resistant?  

 Auto-inflatable car roof-tent  

 Shining a light on dark matter 

It’s easy to take part!  

Sign up for tips on how to get started and exclusive advice from judges and previous competitors. You can enter 
your projects from March, but let’s start thinking about it and plan your project now!  

To find out more and sign up here: The Big Bang Competition (thebigbangfair.co.uk)  

https://competition.thebigbangfair.co.uk/?goal=0_65c6d67e71-bab3302e80-212054163&mc_cid=bab3302e80&mc_eid=3b927664f2
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Changes to the Test and Trace support payment for Parents 

Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS Test and 

Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet 

the eligibility criteria. The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is administered by    

district and unitary local authorities in England, ensures that parents receive the financial support they need if they 

are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities.  

Parents and carers should apply to their local authority to receive a payment. Applications for the Test and Trace 

Support Payment scheme are made via the local authority in which the parent or carer resides, not the local        

authority where the setting is situated, if these are different.  

To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria that: 

 they are the parent or guardian of a child or young person in the same household and need to take time off 

work to care for them while they self-isolate. This is limited to one parent or guardian per household for the 

child or young person’s self-isolation period 

 they are employed or self-employed 

 they cannot work from home while undertaking caring responsibilities and will lose income as a result 

 they meet all the other means-tested eligibility criteria for a Test and Trace Support Payment or locally      

determined criteria for a discretionary payment  

That their child or young person: 

 is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC)) and normally attends an 

education or childcare setting 

 has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by their education or childcare setting because they 

have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)  

 

Once an application for a payment has been received, the local authority will be in touch with your setting to verify 

the details of the child provided on the application. This will include a check of the child’s name, age, address and 

days of self-isolation. This check is to minimise the event of fraudulent claims. It may be conducted before or after a 

payment is made, depending on the arrangements the individual local authority has chosen to put in place. The 

letter you give to parents and carers should explain to them that their local authority will conduct a check with their 

child’s setting if they apply for a payment. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campai
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Dorset Mind 
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Easter in Dorset 
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Community Notices 
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Speakers for Schools 

HOW TO JOIN THE LIVE BROADCASTS 

  Join 10 minutes before the broadcast to be ready 

 You can join without needing an account – Watch how here 

 For full speaker descriptions visit the Broadcast Schedule here  

‘Family Bubble’ Test Kits 

Please follow the link below for instructions on how to collect  ‘Family Bubble ‘home testing kits from Poole  

Dolphin Centre. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-

staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4  

https://vimeo.com/418436143
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
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Important Dates 

Please note that Parents’ Evenings this year will  be online, using a bespoke portal. 

Important dates: 

(Online) Parents Evenings: 

Year 7: Thursday 22nd April 2021 

Year 10: Thursday 29th April 2021 

Year 12: Thursday 27th May 2021 

Lecture Series:  All lectures currently start at 6pm and are online via Zoom 

Wednesday 31st March: United Nations and context for the Sustainable Development 

Goals 

Tuesday 20th April: The Age of Wellbeing 

Please email milesh@lytchett.org.uk to reserve your place 

NEXT INSET DAYS:  Thursday 1st April and Monday 7th June 2021 

Request for Supplies 

The Art department are looking for any spare/unwanted wool, especially in reds, oranges, yellows, whites, 

browns, blacks, greys and creams. 

Also, if you have any unwanted ribbon, raffia, string (especially coloured string in green, browns of the blue  

plastic string), bias binding tape or light weighted fabric suitable for cutting into thin strips, that you do not need 

anymore, please recycle it to us! 

Any donations, please leave at man reception and these will be collected by the Art department. 

Thank you ! 


