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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I hope 

you are all well and in good spirits. 

19th March 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I am pleased to say that our mass testing 

programme is coming to a close next week. It has 

been extremely successful with over 400 students 

being tested a day. However, it has also been quite 

disruptive, requiring students to come out of 

lessons to get tested, and it has taken a lot of 

support staff away from their vital ‘day jobs’. I am 

extremely grateful to them for the sterling job they 

have done, and I would like to give a special ‘shout 

out’ to the parent volunteers who have very kindly  

given of their services for free.  We are very grateful. From next week, students will be given their own home- 

testing kits to check that they are virus-free. We ask that they complete these tests twice a week.  I can report that 

we have had no positive tests since students returned to school on 8th March.  We are very fortunate - there are 

other secondary schools in the county where a number of students (over 300 in one school) have had to stay home 

and self-isolate following positive tests.  Testing is just one of the measures in place to keep students safe in school.  

Others, like the ventilation of rooms and compulsory mask-wearing will be reviewed at Easter, in line with 

government guidance.  I am very grateful to all Lytchett students for their cooperation with these strict measures. 

We have had very positive feedback from parents about the careers video library.  We look forward to receiving 

your videos. If you are having technical difficulties uploading your video onto the school website (Careers and Work-

Related Learning • Lytchett Minster School), please email office@lytchett.org.uk. I understand that some parents are 

being begged by their children not to submit a video (why is it that teenagers find their parents “so 

embarrassing”?!).  If this applies to you, perhaps you could ask a work colleague to record the video on your 

behalf?  We are really hoping to have a wide display of careers for the students to peruse in our new careers video 

library. 

As you will read in this week’s newsletter, House sport competitions started again this week. I really hope students 

will want to get involved in these inter-house sport competitions after the long break.  Next week the Houses will 

be competing in a football competition.  I am sure this will be eagerly contested.   

There are also rumours of another talent competition….We hope to bring you more 

information about this next week.  Other extra-curricular activities (such as DofE, 

The Big Question, and Book Club) have also restarted, so do encourage your child 

to get involved! 

Sandwalk 2021 is back on the school calendar. We are hoping to take the whole 

school (including this year our hardworking Year 11s) down to the coast for our 

annual charity walk from Sandbanks to Bournemouth Pier and back, on Friday 9th 

July.  Prize Giving will also be going ahead in the last week of term. 

Could things be getting back to normal at last? 

 

http://lytchett.org.uk/wp/students/careers/
http://lytchett.org.uk/wp/students/careers/
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Intermediate Maths Challenge 

The UK Mathematics Trust was founded in 1996 and our charitable aim is to advance the education of young     
people in mathematics. 

They do this by working with hundreds of volunteers across the UK to organize competitions promoting problem 
solving and team work and other mathematical enrichment activities. The enrichment activities aim to open young 
people's minds to the breadth and depth of mathematics. 

The biggest competitions are the Junior, Intermediate and Senior Mathematical Challenges, which have 
over 700,000 entries each year, and are the UK's most popular school competitions.  

The highest-scoring students then get invited to take part in follow-on rounds called Kangaroos and Olympiads. 

During February this year twenty students from across Years 9, 10 and 11 took part in this year’s Intermediate 
Maths Challenge.  Seven of these students received awards and two of these are going on to represent Lytchett in 
the follow on Kangaroo. 

Well done to all of these students for taking part and good luck to Ethan Muraro and Mia Longhurst who are both 
taking part in the follow on round: 

Gold Award - Mia Longhurst 

Silver Awards—Ethan Muraro, Daniel Pritchard and Joe Smith 

Bronze Awards—Jonathan Nunn, Isabel Bartlett and Izzy Harwood 

Certificates of Participation 

Will Goss, Emily Harrington, Ashveer Jaswal, Jake Lagden, Ashton Mendoza, Daisy Miles, Garrett Newbery Smith, 
Christopher Nunn, Zach Pipe, Charlie Skinner, Chloe Harradine and James Harrington. 

Junior Maths Challenge 

The Junior Maths Challenge will be happening in April this year and is aimed at students in Years 7 & 8.  Students in 
these years who enjoy maths and are good at problem solving should speak to their maths teachers about taking 
part. 

 

Miss Patterson 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/junior-mathematical-challenge
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/intermediate-mathematical-challenge
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/senior-mathematical-challenge
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Students Work 

Governor News 

Following the recent parent governor elections, 
I am delighted to confirm that Jennie Bailey has 
been appointed as our new parent governor. 
We very much look forward to working with 
Jennie.  

Y8 are currently studying War Poetry in English and Maddie Hill decided to write her own war poem inspired by                 
‘Dulce et Decorum Est’. 
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PE Interhouse Competitions 

‘Family Bubble’ Test Kits 

Please follow the link below for instructions on how to collect  ‘Family Bubble ‘home testing kits from Poole Dol-

phin Centre. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-

staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4  

On Monday the  Year 7’s kicked off the Interhouse competitions with  Handball.  There were 18 students in 

total, Kimmeridge fielding the largest team.  The students played in mixed teams and were awarded points for 

participation. 

1st Kimmeridge 

2nd Portland 

3rd Gault 

=4th Purbeck and Agglestone 

6th Wealden 

The Year 8 Handball competition followed on Tuesday.  A huge Well Done to Maddie Hill who was the only girl 
that turned up and got stuck in! 

1st Kimmeridge 

2nd Portland/Wealden 

National Citizen Service 

We are excited to share with you an opportunity for all of our Year 11 and Year 12 students.  

The National Citizen Service (NCS) is a summer programme where young people can meet new people, learn new 
skills and do good in our local community.  

Young people can take part in some exciting outdoor activities, participate in workshops designed to boost CV's 
and plan and deliver a local 'passion project' to make a positive difference. 

Our students are being shown a video over the next few weeks about the programme.  

To sign up, or find out more, you can visit their website: www.wearencs.com  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?fbclid=IwAR1m2DVbptF9CybeMHfQh6roPkk3zTXSisVHVjoqACyhCYyrbUc_XAFehz4
http://www.wearencs.com
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Library News 
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Reading Challenge 
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The Big Bang Competition 

STEM for everyone with The Big Bang Competition  

More than just winning prizes!  

Taking part will help  students grow confidence through project work, inspire them to explore an area of interest 
and develop independent learning skills. The competition also provides an invaluable opportunity to get feedback 
from industry experts and to celebrate and share their achievements. With the competition going digital in 2021, 
there are even more opportunities to get feedback. 

 
Anyone can do a project!  

Projects can be on any topic in the field of STEM and don’t need to meet a set standard: whether they’ve been 

conducted using simple everyday items or carried out research in a scientific laboratory, in school or at home, it’s 

all about the idea and the enthusiasm behind it. It could be an invention, a communications campaign or research 

into solving a problem within the community.  

Previous projects have included: 

 Plastic filtering robot whale  

 Why should we wash our hands?  

 Building for climate change  

 Sign language gloves  

 Is sun cream water resistant?  

 Auto-inflatable car roof-tent  

 Shining a light on dark matter 

It’s easy to take part!  

Sign up for tips on how to get started and exclusive advice from judges and previous competitors. You can enter 
your projects from March, but let’s start thinking about it and plan your project now!  

To find out more and sign up here: The Big Bang Competition (thebigbangfair.co.uk)  

https://competition.thebigbangfair.co.uk/?goal=0_65c6d67e71-bab3302e80-212054163&mc_cid=bab3302e80&mc_eid=3b927664f2


 8 

Easter in Dorset 
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Open Door 
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Lytchett Lecture Series 
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Important Dates 

Please note that Parents’ Evenings this year will  be online, using a bespoke portal. 

Important dates: 

(Online) Parents Evenings: 

Year 7: Thursday 22nd April 2021 

Year 8: Thursday 25th March 2021 

Year 10: Thursday 29th April 2021 

Year 12: Thursday 27th May 2021 

Lecture Series:  All lectures currently start at 6pm and are online via Zoom 

Wednesday 31st March: United Nations and context for the Sustainable Development 

Goals 

Tuesday 20th April: The Age of Wellbeing 

Please email milesh@lytchett.org.uk to reserve your place 

NEXT INSET DAYS:  Thursday 1st April and Monday 7th June 2021 

The wonderful people who have been making face masks for our students are 

in need of fabric and interfacing to be able to continue.   

 

If you have any clean material or interfacing lying around at home that you 

could spare, could you please bring it in to main reception. 

 

Thanking you in anticipation! 

Fabric Wanted! 


