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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I hope 

you are all well and in good spirits. 

26th February 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

This week, we received confirmation that GCSE, A 

Level and BTEC grades will be decided by teacher 

assessment. We very much welcome this news. 

We feel that it is the fairest way of assessing 

students given the fact that exams have had to be 

cancelled. We are relieved that algorithms will 

play no part in the process this year.  

On Monday 1st March, Mr Catchpole will be 

sending out a video-briefing to Year 11 and 13 

students, explaining what this means for Lytchett 

students.   

I hope by now you have had a chance to watch the video (available on the school website and the school Facebook 

page) setting out our plan for a phased return to normal schooling, starting on Monday 8th March.  Given the need 

to undertake mass testing of students, it was simply not going to be possible to get all students back into school on 

that first day. We appreciate that some students will feel quite anxious about returning to school after such a long 

break. We will endeavour to make the school site as safe as possible. To that end, I would like to thank parents for 

their support in agreeing to their child being tested on their first day back. In our recent parent survey 96% of 

parents said they would be happy to give consent for their child to be tested and a similar number agreed to 

ensure that their child takes the lateral flow device tests at home after Easter.  The idea is that students have three 

experiences of being tested in a supervised environment at school before being given the home-testing kits. 

The issue of mask wearing is a hot topic and I appreciate some of the concerns that have been expressed about 

this. We are looking at a three week trial period up until Easter when students will be required to wear masks in 

class (as well as during lesson transitions).   This will then be reviewed.  Please appreciate that I have a duty of care 

to my staff, a number of whom are anxious about being in a classroom with up to 30  students for 5 hours a day.  

The classrooms will be ventilated as much as possible, but the added protection that masks give will be of some 

reassurance to my teachers. Many of us feel that an opportunity was missed at half  

term to vaccinate school staff. Given that this has not happened, we will be 

insisting on students wearing masks in classroom for the time being.  Your support 

with this will be much appreciated. 

This edition of the newsletter and the separate ‘Praise Pages’ document bear 

witness to the fantastic work undertaken by our students in recent weeks. Let’s 

change the unhelpful narrative about ‘lost learning’, and instead celebrate the 

incredible resilience, adaptability and creativity of our students who have 

overcome the challenges of lockdown 2.  I believe many students will be more 

mature, independent and resilient learners as a result of this experience. 

Thank you for your support. Stay safe! 
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Congratulations to Roxy Turner-Higgins in Year 9  who has had a 100 word short story published. To read 

the story, please click on the link below.  It is story number 25. 

https://www.christopherfielden.com/writing-challenges/amazing-young-writers-challenge.php  

Student Achievement   

https://www.christopherfielden.com/writing-challenges/amazing-young-writers-challenge.php
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Students’ Work   

Darcie Smith’s amazing Weather Report—recorded at home with some hilarious  ‘on location’ reports 

Emily Strutt Year 7 A fantastic 

Kensuke’s Kingdom inspired cake 

Alisha  Nicol Year 8 created 

some Beautiful cupcakes   

inspired by a book called ‘The 

Midnight Unicorn’ 

Maxine Southwick Year 8 created a magnificent Minecraft project 

inspired by a book called ’13 Storey Treehouse’  

Daisy Baker Year 9 

created a Beautiful 

cross-stitch inspired by 

a book  
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Students’ Work   

Amelie Martin Year 7 English, Cup-

cakes inspired by Harry Potter 

Maddie Sherren Year 7 English , The 

Ickaborg 

Molly Balmforth Year 7 English, cake 

inspired by ‘Matilda’ 

Year 7 English students were asked to choose a favourite book and use a variety of ways to tell explain it! 

Chloe Shayler Year 7 English, Cupcakes 

inspired by Harry Potter 
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Students’ Work   

A boat by Arthur Gould 

Year 7 from the Voyages 

project 

Chinese Dragon by Lola White  Year 7 

Chinese Dragon by Lilly Flinter 

Year 7 (above) 
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Students’ Work   

Amelia Bennet Year 7 Evie Wilkin Year 7 

Harry Meineck Year 7 

Holly Fletcher Year 7 

Jayden Stimpson Year 7 
Kate Osborne Year 7 
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Amelie Bennett Year 7 English 

Una Flinter Year 9 English created a stop      

animation performing the story of ‘Grandpa’s 

Great Escape’ by David Walliams 

Kate Osborne Year 7 English 

Students’ Work   

Evie Wilkin Year 7 English 

A Hippocampus from Fantastic Beasts 

Kathryn Carter Year 7 made this wooden 

sailing boat from ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by 

Michael Morpurgo 
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Students’ Work   

Yonka Shonibare research page by 

Harvey Stroud Year 7 

Two very well drawn optical illusion drawings by Esme Rowe Year 8 

‘Code Name Bananas’ by Reece Parker Year 7 
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Students’ Work   
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Students’ Work   
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Students’ Work   
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Students’ Work   

Over the half term holiday our year 9 artists were completing their POP ART GLASSES models. Here are a few of the 
excellent examples: well done for all your hard work year 9! 

Catherine Harrison Lara Pool Olivia Bevis 

Roxy Turner-Higgins 
Scarlett Dillon-White 

Angus Macbeth 

Emily Harrington Forest Rogers 
Josephine Dolman 

Kallum Taylor 

Michaela Stephen (far left) 

Maddison Miles (left) 

Charlie Harries (right) 
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Students’ Work   

Year 9 Graphics 

 

 

 

 

Creative book review by Jessica Peel Year 8 

My favourite book is “Harry Potter and the chamber of    
secrets” so I decided to make the sorting hat. I love the    
scene at the end where Harry is in Dumbledore’s office 
questioning if he was put in the right house and         
Dumbledore tells him to look at the sword that he pulled 
from the sorting hat. Harry sees that it is Godric             
Grydfindor’s sword and Dumbledore says “only a true 
Gryffindor could pull that out the hat!” What a brilliant line.  
To make it more interesting I covered the hat in pieces of 
text from an actual Harry Potter book (it was already broken 
and pages had fallen out). I’m really pleased with the overall 
effect.  
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Students’ Work   

Adam Minhas Year 7 Alex Jones Year 7 Finley Avey-Hebditch Year 7 

Jas Scott Year 7 
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Students’ Work   

George Preece Year 7 

(left) 

George Womble Year 7 

(right) 
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Students’ Work   
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Remembering Ed Kent 

On Wednesday 17th February the 

parents of Ed Kent placed a plaque 

in memory of Ed in the memorial 

garden.  Ed was a student at Lytchett 

until he tragically died in 2015. 

The date was particularly special to 

the family as 17th February was his 

birthday. 

We continue to remember Ed very 

fondly. And actively support the Ed 

Kent Trust which has been set up by 

Mr and Mrs Kent. 
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Ex Students’ Achievement 

Congratulations to Thomas Collins who is an ex-

student.  Thomas has just completed his training 

for the Household Cavalry which was marked 

with a passing out parade. 
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Apprenticeship Vacancies 
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Apprenticeship Vacancies continued 
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Careers Information 

It's National Careers week: 1st – 6th March 2021! 

Do you know what a Nurse really does – or how to become a nurse? What about an Orthoptist or a Prosthetist? 

These are just a few of the 100s of jobs in the NHS! 

Do the Careerpilot NCW activity to explore NHS jobs and check if your skills match any of the jobs! 3 lucky winners 

can also win an Amazon voucher for completing our survey!  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/B8JWZJY


 22 

Speakers for Schools 

 

 

DATE SPEAKER INFO 

Mon 1st March 10-
11am 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

  

  

  

Andrew Bernard, Director, National Careers Week & Di-
rector, Innovative Enterprise for KS 4-5/ S4-6 

This week is National Careers Week (1st-6th March) 
and we are delighted to welcome Andrew ‘Bernie’ 
Bernard, a TEDx Speaker, Director of Innovative 
Enterprise and National Careers Week,               
Entrepreneur and Fellow of Professional Speaking 
Association. Bernie has, since 2006, worked with 
schools, businesses, charities, universities and   
colleges to help over 145,000 young people Bring 
the Future to Life through enterprise and careers 
workshops. Bernie will be sharing his story about 
becoming an accidental entrepreneur and will be 
answering your questions. 

Mon 1st March 2-
3pm 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

  

Nick Ross, Broadcaster and Former Crimewatch Presenter 
for KS 4-5/ S4-6 

  

Nick was for many years one of Britain’s most-
trusted broadcasters and is now a writer, non-
executive director, conference moderator and   
campaigner for community safety and evidence-
based public policy. He became a household name 
in the UK launching breakfast TV, Watchdog and 
Crimewatch. He has written and directed award-
winning documentaries. He retired from full-time 
broadcasting in 2010 to focus on conferences and 
voluntary work but still contributes to radio and TV. 
Nick will be speaking about his career journey, 
crime and is looking forward to answering your 
questions. 

Mon 1st March 5-
6pm 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

Experience Nursing 

  

Patrick Nyarumbu, Director of Strategy, People and Part-
nerships, Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS 
Foundation Trust for KS 4-5/ S4-6 

Speakers for Schools are delighted to welcome 
Executive Director of Strategy, People & Partner-
ships, Birmingham & Solihull Mental Health NHS 
Foundation Trust, Patrick Nyarumbu for an        
Experience Nursing Broadcast. Students will have 
the opportunity to hear from Patrick on their career 
to date, the skills and qualities needed for a career 
in Nursing as well as submit their own questions for 
Patrick. 

  
Tues 2nd March 2-
3pm 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

  

  

  

Pavita Cooper, Founder, More Difference for KS 4-5/ S4-6 Pavita is the founder of More Difference, a talent 
and career insight business that works with       
organisations and individuals to accelerate talent, 
Pavita is recognised as a leading talent and diversity 
expert; she has over 25 years’ experience as an 
executive talent leader across a range of multi-
sector global blue-chip organisations, including 
Shell, Barclays and Lloyds Banking Group. Pavita has 
acted as an advisor to CEOs, executive teams and 
business leaders across sectors that include       
financial services, energy, consumer, professional 
services and luxury goods. Pavita will speaking 
about her career journey and is looking forward to 
answering your questions. 

Tues 2nd March 5-
6pm 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

Ella d'Amato, Chief Commercial & Partner Officer, Not on 
the High Street for KS3-5/ S1-6 

  

  

Join us for a broadcast with Ella d’Amato, Chief 
Commercial & Marketing Officer, Not on the High 
Street. Ella was previously the CEO of Drum and is 
now responsible for making Not on the High Street 
the most attractive place to work, partner with and 
buy from. Ella will be talking about what makes a 
great product and will be providing advice for those 
who are interested in pursuing a career in          
marketing. 

http://bit.ly/2ZGtcBg
http://bit.ly/3kjwtjx
http://bit.ly/3srrZeg
http://bit.ly/3ur3lM3
http://bit.ly/37WQDev
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Speakers for Schools continued 

 

 

Wed 3rd March 10-
11am 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

Kajal Odedra, UK Director, Change.org KS3-5/ S1-6 We are going to be joined by Kajal Odedra, a writer 
and activist, with over 13 years experience in the 
campaigns sector. As Executive Director for 
Change.org UK, the largest petition platform, she 
has grown the platform to over 19 million users in 
the UK. After identifying a diversity problem in the 
UK campaigns sector she founded the People of 
Colour in Campaigns network. She is on the board 
for Save The Children UK and Ada's List. Kajal will 
be sharing her career journey and highlights and is 
looking forward to answering your questions.  

Wed 3rd March 5-
6pm 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

  

  

  

Jimmy Worrall, Founder and CEO, Leaders in Sport for KS 
4-5/ S4-6 

Join us for a live Broadcast with James Worrall, 
Founder and CEO of Leaders in Sport, a London 
based internationally focused conference, training 
and intelligence service for industry leaders in 
sport. Prior to starting Leaders James held various 
senior roles in sport with ENIC (owners of Vicenza, 
Basel, AEK Athens, Slavia Prague), Bristol City FC 
and the Football Association. James will be sharing 
his experiences with Leaders in Sport and          
discussing the importance of networking and  
building relationships. 

Thurs 4th March 2-
3pm 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

Mandisa Greene, President, Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons for KS3/ S1 - 3 

  

  

  

  

  

Join us here for a broadcast with Mandisa Greene, 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary      
Surgeons. She started her career working in a small 
animal practice in Scotland but moved to the West 
Midlands where she has worked both in general 
and emergency small animal practice. Mandisa is 
passionate about increasing diversity in Veterinary 
Medicine. Mandisa has worked for Harper Adams 
University as a lecturer in Veterinary Sciences   
educating both students and qualified veterinary 
nurses. Mandisa will be presenting on her journey 
to becoming President of RCVS and will be         
answering your questions about veterinary science 
and     medicine. 

Thurs 4th March 5-
6pm 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

  

Nalan Dodgson, Director of Talent Acquisition, Burberry 
for KS 4-5/ S4-6 

  

  

We are looking forward to welcoming Nalan   
Dodgson, Director of Talent Acquisition at          
Burberry. Before working at Burberry, Nalan was 
the        Resourcing Manager at Harrods. Nalan will 
be sharing insights into her career and will be 
providing advice on how to stand out during the 
recruitment      process. 

Fri 5th March 10-
11am 

  

LINK TO JOIN 

  

  

  

  

Katie Vanneck Smith, Co-Founder and Publisher, Tortoise 
Media for KS 4-5/ S4-6 

We are looking forward to hosting a broadcast with 
Katie Vanneck-Smith, Co-founder and Publisher at 
Tortoise. Katie was President of The Wall Street 
Journal & Dow Jones , where she led the company 
to over 3m subscribers. She has previously worked 
at the Telegraph Media Group and The Times, 
where, as Chief Marketing Officer, she was the 
architect of the newspaper’s early move to paid 
digital subscriptions. She created the UK’s first 
news membership brand, Times+. She was named 
Pioneer of the Year at the British Media Awards. 
Katie will be sharing her pathway to success and 
reflecting on what she has learnt during her career. 
Katie will also be answering your questions. 

http://bit.ly/2ZIQZk8
http://bit.ly/3qO8lrI
http://bit.ly/3aIyUsW
http://bit.ly/3sjLuof
http://bit.ly/3usjsc0
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Lytchett Lecture Series 
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Community Sports Trust 



 26 

Open Door 
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Are you a Budding Baker? 
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Important Dates 

Please note that Parents’ Evenings this year will  be online, using a bespoke portal. 

Important dates: 

(Online) Parents Evenings: 

Year 7: Thursday 22nd April 2021 

Year 8: Thursday 25th March 2021 

Year 10: Thursday 29th April 2021 

Year 12: Thursday 27th May 2021 

Lecture Series:  All lectures currently start at 6pm and are online via Zoom 

Thursday 4th March: Female Political Leadership 

Wednesday 31st March: United Nations and context for the Sustainable Development 

Goals 

Tuesday 20th April: The Age of Wellbeing 

Please email milesh@lytchett.org.uk to reserve your place 


