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and that means time spent with their regular teachers who know them best, not 

with an army of supply or retired teachers.  
 

This week we received so many commendations from teachers and TAs for our 

most hardworking students that we have created a special appendix devoted 

entirely to Praise Pages.  These students are demonstrating great character and 

resilience, and deserve our congratulations.  
 

We will be returning to some kind of normality in the coming months, so let’s stay 

positive.  Enjoy the half term break! Spring will be here soon. 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly newsletter! I hope 

you are all well and in good spirits. 

12th February 2021 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

I am sure the half term break will come as a great 

relief to many parents.  Home-schooling can be fun 

but it can also be exhausting. We have asked 

teachers to give the students a bit of a break next 

week. There will be some optional tasks/projects 

set, but they will be very much ‘optional’.  Some 

students may choose to use the week to catch up 

on work not quite completed in previous weeks.  

Whatever you do, I hope you get some time to 

relax and enjoy some exercise in the fresh air. 

Whilst we are delighted that we can provide meaningful learning experiences for our young people through the 

medium of Microsoft Teams, we do appreciate that excessive amounts of screen time every week can be very 

tiring. We look forward to a time when we will have normal face-to-face teaching again.  Of course, the media has 

been busy this week discussing the impact of the lockdowns on students’ education and offering up some simplistic 

remedies for getting students back on track. It is not helpful, in my opinion, to catastrophize the situation. This not 

a ‘lost generation’. Our young people are not doomed to educational oblivion.  I have more faith in our young 

people than that.  They are already showing how resilient and adaptable they are. Yes, they miss the social aspects 

of school, and yes, by and large they would prefer to be sat in a classroom, laboratory or workshop  rather than at 

their kitchen table watching their teacher on a small screen doing ‘live lessons’.  Let’s not underestimate our young 

people’s ability to bounce back from adversity.  Children don’t need to be reminded of the weeks of learning they 

have missed and the potential gaps in their knowledge and experience in certain subjects. Teachers will make sure 

that the key concepts taught during lockdown are revisited over future weeks and months and, where gaps are 

evident, these will be addressed. We must trust that exam boards will be mindful of what students have been 

through and will adapt the exam papers accordingly. I do not believe it is helpful for the media to be suggesting 

that the school day should be lengthened and holidays shortened so that students can ‘catch up’ on work missed. 

When it comes to teaching and learning, students need quality, not quantity,                        
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Students’ Achievements 

Congratulations to Eve Tucker Year 10 who has achieved Distinction in her 
Grade 6 ISTD Modern Dance exam, which she took on the last day of term 
just before Christmas. Luckily it was able to go ahead between lockdowns!  

Congratulations to  Sally Dando (Year 13) for being awarded a place at 

the prestigious Royal College of Music in London!  This is a fantastic 

achievement, and well deserved!  Sally was also offered a scholarship 

at Guildhall, but decided she would prefer to go to the Royal College 

of Music. 

 

Sally is a very accomplished violinist. She is lead violinist in the      

Wessex Youth Orchestra and also performs as a soloist and in         

ensembles. 

We are so pleased that all Sally’s dedication (hours and hours of prac-

tice over many years) has paid us off.   We wish her every success in 

her musical career. 

Regan Dunn (Year 9)’s  Sporting Achievement during 

lockdown: 

Sunday 31st January he participated in a zoom 

taekwondo grading, this has seen him move onto 

red /black belt... In 6 months time his years of   

training will hopefully have paid off as he will then 

grade for black belt! 

Well done, Regan! 
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Students’ Work   
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Students’ Work   

Mr Reed set his Year 9 English class a reading challenge—the challenge was for them to take a picture of 

their book in an unusual or favourite location, here are the winners and each will receive a bar of chocolate! 

Angus Macbeth Ricky Morgan 

Gracie Robson 

Josephine Dolman 

An amazing piece of abstract art for PRE by Megan Nisbet Year 8 
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Lytchett Values—Pixl Edge 6 week challenge 

Pixl Edge explaining what Lytchett Values are:  https://youtu.be/8fZ3TS-UwEs  

Watch the video:  The Edge - An Introduction on Vimeo  

https://youtu.be/8fZ3TS-UwEs
https://vimeo.com/202013931
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Library News 

World Book Day tokens will be valid from Thursday 18th February – Sunday 28th March 2021.  Mrs Bossons 

has applied for the WBD tokens and they will be sent out in tutor trays on our return to school.                     

(I am  hopeful that this will be before 28th March.)  Which book will you pick with your token? 

The World Book Day website has some great resources for secondary school students if you would like to 
take a look, here is the link World Book Day Secondary Resources  

https://www.worldbookday.com/resources/secondary/
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Lytchett Lecture Series 



 10 

Aquaid Water Coolers 

After installing water coolers around the school site last year, bottled water was removed from sale within the 

café, this was to encourage students to drink more and use their own water bottles, reducing the amount of 

plastic waste.  With the help of Aquaid supplying the water cooler bottles, a percentage sold was put back into 

building a well in Africa, and here it is! 

Funding for Year 13 students going to university next year 

All Lytchett students  who are planning to go to university next year can apply for a £350 grant  from 

Lockyer’s Charity to pay for any equipment (e.g. laptops or books) that they may need as part of their 

studies.  For  more details about how to apply for this grant, please contact the Headmaster 

(meada@lytchett.org.uk) 
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Governor News 

Following our recent advert for a Parent Governor, we are delighted to introduce our candidates: 

Jennie Bailey 
I live locally in Wareham with my partner Max and my son Matthew (15) who is year 10 at 
the school. Max also has 3 children of his own, Thomas (15) Oliver (14) and Jessica (11) 
who live in Dorchester but spend regular time with us as one big family!! (Friends call us 
the Von-Trapps).  
 
In my spare time I enjoy socialising with friends eating out and watching football, regularly 
going to watch matches before the pandemic hit with Max at Bournemouth (although I am 
an Arsenal fan which brings its own challenges!!) I also enjoy travelling having spent a 
number of years when I left school as a travel agent, again not something that is possible 
at the moment but I look forward to a world in which we can travel again soon.  
 
I have 25 years’ experience in financial services. I have been working for a family run firm 

of Financial advisers in Wimborne for 4 years, and 2 years ago felt the time was right to re-enter the world of 
financial planning as my passion for helping people fulfil their hopes and dreams has never diminished. My passion 
has always been putting my clients and their families first and would like to add this same ethos to the school.  
 
I spent the previous 21 years with a Santander, 12 of which spent practicing as a Financial Adviser in the Dorset 
area with the final 3 years as manager of the branch in Wimborne which has given me further insight and 
qualifications in management.  
 
I feel strongly that financial education of the next generation is vital and having an understanding of the basic’s 
around wages, income tax, loans, credit and banking is so important to equip them with these skills before they 
enter the “big wide world”. In my previous career I was involved in an initiative Money and Schools that was a 
great hit in the local area of Bournemouth and pupils, teachers and parents alike all found something of value to 
take from the sessions.  

Iain Odhams 

My name is Iain Odhams and I have a child currently in Year 9 at Lytchett Minster and another in Year 3 at 

Lytchett Matravers primary school.  

I work as a Learning and Development Officer for the NHS Ambulance Service.  As a 

paramedic by trade, I am very used to making critical decisions and working solely 

for the benefit of others, which are skills that would prove invaluable for a parent 

governor. For the past 2 years, I have been working in an educational capacity 

which is focussed on developing our workforce, both with practical skills as well as 

academically.   

I believe school life is really important to young people and this year, like many 

parents, home schooling has really opened my eyes to the role that education 

plays in developing our children’s lives.  As an educator myself, I have had to adapt 

to new ways teaching putting a much higher emphasis on alternative delivery 

methods such as online learning and developing virtual classrooms.  Organisation 

and communications skills are staple elements of my day job and are transferable to this role. 

After half term we will be providing details on how you can cast your votes electronically. If you would like to 

vote using a paper form, please contact the school office by email to office@lytchett.org.uk and we will arrange 

for a form to be sent out to you.  

mailto:office@lytchett.org.uk
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Sustrans—The BIG Pedal 2021 

Registration for Big Pedal 2021 is now open 

We would like to invite you to take part in the Big Pedal 2021- the UK’s largest inter-school cycling, walking, 

wheeling and scooting competition. 

We have adapted Big Pedal 2021 to be more flexible, and pupils will be able to take part in the competition and 

supporting activities whether they are travelling to school or learning remotely. 

As well as active journeys to school, 30 minutes of physical activity at home and exercise taken from home 

with a family member will count as one journey in the challenge this year. 

The event will run from 19 to 30 April 2021 with a programme of free daily lesson plans and physical activities 

which are suitable for remote learning. 

With almost a third of children in England engaging in less than 30 minutes of daily physical activity in the 2019 

– 2020 academic year, Sustrans Big Pedal challenge is an easy way for families and teaching staff to stay ac-

tive whether schools are open or not. 

The competition has inspired hundreds of thousands of pupils to take active journeys to school, and is fronted 
by Dame Sarah Storey, British Paralympian and 38-time world champion in cycling and swimming.  

 

“I really hope to see as many people as possible 

involved this year, it will be a fantastic way to start 

the Spring and to give ourselves a fun challenge 

in what has already been a difficult start to the 

year." 

Dame Sarah Storey 

If you register before 18 February you will be entered into a draw to win a prize from the Sustrans shop worth 
up to £50 - perfect for rewarding a class that tries their hardest.  

 

https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-78LN2-V97VLI-4CGC6I-1/c.aspx
https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-78LN2-V97VLI-4CGC6I-1/c.aspx
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Success Beyond School 



 14 

The Future of Jobs 

The World Economic Forum have published the 2020 version of the Future of Jobs Survey which includes the 

roles employers expect to decline and increase to 2025. Here are the top 10 : 

According  to the Future  of Jobs Survey, the top skill requirements in online vacancies in 2020 were Communi-

cation skills followed by organisational skills. Here is the full list: 

If your child would like a Careers Interview, please email Mrs Tucker 

(tuckern@lytchett.org.uk) and she will arrange for them to have an online or 

phone appointment with our Ansbury Careers Advisor, Ms Jo Bowman. 
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The University of Portsmouth 

Students’ road to university is often filled with lots of questions. So let us give them the answers.  
 

Whether they're scratching their heads about what to study, wanting some advice on moving away from 
home, or on a quest to find their inner zen – everything they need to know, before, during and after their    

application, is at Uni Week Live. 
 

Shareable link for students: port.ac.uk/uni-week-live 

There’s comfort to be found in good preparation. We have 2 more ‘Getting Started’ webinars coming up for       
students in February. Let’s help them put their feet up knowing they’ve prepared the right way. 

 
» Next steps after applying | 10 February – 1.00pm-2.00pm 

» Choosing a course and university | 24 February 2021 – 1.00pm-2.00pm  

https://click.contact.port.ac.uk/?qs=2c172253887ce88c0eaed79fdf8468c6f865a39afe7c80805568d939551ec3ff3ee8a49d38a0fd41387bc0d3a06538c0a0731b5f800b8e5c
https://click.contact.port.ac.uk/?qs=2c172253887ce88c90284c6ea4563a3226fc79181fd49cf725195f58d91c14e95b2668cf7eccd30689eb9570ff8f815c2637aaeaf75eb0fe1637e64ab9d4b624
https://click.contact.port.ac.uk/?qs=2c172253887ce88c2009301ec1ef550d14e96018a156f5ab53494147345c2775365db75c0e5ba7ddc86ceb5a175fae6b451d79dcc3069a16a8165e61d283e4d7
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Dorset Cultural Strategy Survey 

The Arts Development Company and Dorset Music Hub would like young people to help shape what arts and  
culture will be in Dorset for the next 5 years. If you’re aged 9-25 please fill out this anonymous survey, and if 
you’re under 16 please double-check with your parent or guardian before filling it in:  

https://tinyurl.com/artsindorsetsurvey 

The deadline is 11:59pm on Sunday 21st February 2021. 

The National Trust Flower Survey 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/south-west-flower-count-survey?campid=email_SouthWest_TE_04022021_Dorset  

If you are looking for something to do this half term, head over to the National Trust flower survey 

https://tinyurl.com/artsindorsetsurvey
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/south-west-flower-count-survey?campid=email_SouthWest_TE_04022021_Dorset
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Lytchett Matravers Angels 
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Love Lytchett 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
Are you counting down until half term………!!?? Are you worried about how you are going to entertain the        
children?! 
 
 
Well, we have some good news……. As part of our #LoveLytchett campaign the team of volunteers at Lytchett  
Angels have provided some fun, yet safe, activities families can all join in with over half term. This is to help     
promote the wonderful work of LM Angels in the village and spread some love, hope and positivity during these 
strange times.  
 
 
Full details will be launched on our Facebook group – Lytchett Matravers Angels Coronavirus Community Support. 
Please join the group to see the full details. They will go live on 12th February 2021 in time for Valentine’s week-
end and half term week. As a sneak peek we have the following…… 
 

Treasure Hunt - A fun LM Angel heart treasure hunt around the whole village. How many purple hearts can 
you and your children find? 

Tree of Positivity – have fun decorating our tree situated in Castle Farm Road. Make a purple heart style    
decoration at home and then decorate the tree with your messages of love and hope. 

Colouring Competition – we have a fantastic colouring competition with some amazing prize hampers up for 
grabs. Our colouring sheet has been designed by local illustrator Jamie Talbot and out prize hamper     
includes a signed copy of his book along with great art and craft supplies and lots of chocolate treats! 

 
 
We hope this helps some of you out with some things you can do at home this half term. We can’t wait to see 
what you get involved in. Remember to join our group and use #LoveLytchett if you share any pictures. If you 
have any questions or need any help from the LM Angels in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us on 
01202 030393 or lytchettmatraversangels@gmail.com.  
 
Have lots of fun but please remember to stay safe*! 
 
Juliette Clark 
LM Angels 
 
*Please remember the Government message is that we should still all be staying at home. These activities are designed to be completed at 
home and only with people who you live with or your support bubble. Please only complete the other activities during your daily permitted 
exercise and do not travel into the village to complete them as this goes against guidelines. Please remember to socially distance, wear a 
mask and always wash your hands.  

 

mailto:lytchettmatraversangels@gmail.com
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If you live in Hamworthy, this is for you! 
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Important Dates 

Please note that Parents’ Evenings this year will  be online, using a bespoke portal. 

Important dates: 

(Online) Parents Evenings: 

Year 7: Thursday 22nd April 2021 

Year 8: Thursday 25th March 2021 

Year 10: Thursday 29th April 2021 

Year 12: Thursday 27th May 2021 

Lecture Series:  All lectures currently start at 6pm and are online via Zoom 

Tuesday 23rd February: Changes in Diplomacy and International Relations— Cancelled 

Thursday 4th March: Female Political Leadership 

Wednesday 31st March: United Nations and context for the Sustainable Development 

Goals 

Please email milesh@lytchett.org.uk to reserve your place 

Poppy Rogers 

Year 10   


