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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our  weekly Newsletter!  I 

hope you are well and in good spirits. 

20th November 2020 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

 This has been an important week for our Year 11 

students.  With so much uncertainty surrounding 

the summer examinations, the November mock 

GCSE examinations have taken on even greater 

importance than usual. I must commend our 

Year 11s for their exemplary behaviour in the 

exam hall. We hope they have found this 

practice run useful. We are planning a second 

series of mock GCSE examinations in March. For 

Year 13, mock A level examinations will take 

place in February.   

We are still awaiting confirmation from the government as to whether grades will be awarded purely on exam 

performance this year, or on a combination of exam and centre-assessed grades. I have written to our local MP 

Michael Tomlinson asking for clarification on this.  The sooner we know, the better! 

This week we had our first Lytchett lecture of the year - via Zoom!  The topic under discussion was the current 

situation in the Middle East.  As always, there were some great questions from our well-informed audience.  We 

hope to have more online lectures to announce very soon.  These lectures are open to all students, parents, staff 

and members of the local community. 

Year 9 students have completed their KS4 options trawl this week.  This process helps us to understand which 

subjects and which combinations of subjects are particularly in demand this year. We use this information to create 

option blocks that allow the largest number of students to get their first choice options to study at GCSE. We will be 

issuing the finalised KS4 Option Blocks and online Option Forms next month. 

We are delighted that so many students chose to take part in our virtual Lytchett’s Got Talent competition. The final 

results will be announced in the final assembly of the year which will take place during period 5 on Friday 18th 

December. Please note that we will be finishing at the normal time of 3.25pm on the last day of term; we will not 

be finishing at lunchtime as we have done in previous years. 

We very much hope that the vast majority of Year 11 students will continue with 

us next year into the sixth form.  If you have not already had a look at our Sixth 

Form Online Prospectus on the school website, please do so. You will see we 

continue to offer a very broad range of A levels and BTEC Level 3 courses. 

We are pleased to confirm we have still had no positive COVID cases.  Let’s all 

continue to follow the guidelines re. keeping a 2 metre distance, washing our 

hands frequently and thoroughly, and wearing a face mask when we are out and 

about!  It appears most transmissions take place in the home and amongst 

friends.  We all need to be super vigilant! 

Take care. 
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The semi-finalists have been chosen……….. 

A little message from Lytchett’s Ant and Dec, who judged the first round: 

“We would like to say that we have had a great time watching over 60 videos of lots of talented students.  

You made our job very hard. Thank you to all students for taking part, and good luck to all who made it 

through to the semi-finals!”  

Year 7 Semi-Finalists:      Year 8 Semi-Finalists: 

Jude Adams with his Drawing       Anna Aldridge  with her Pet act 

Martha Clark with her Cheerleading     Lucas Fry with his Instrument 

Rylee Cleall with his Pet act      Luke Hare with his Instrument 

Seth Hume with his Instrument      Tamzin Harris with her Instrument 

Lewis Kelly with his Pet act      Edward Massey with his Rubix 

Oakley Kimber with his Tricks      Jessica Peel with her Dance 

Alex King with his Singing       Daniel Sewell with his Sport/Karate 

Mia Roadnight with her Dance      Ashton Vivian with his Instrument 

Darcie Smith with her Trick      Harrison Way with his Magic 

Finley Avey-Hebditch with his Instrument    Benji Wood with his Scooter 

Sonny Ward with his Instrument      

Year 9 Semi-Finalists:      Year 10 Semi-Finalists: 

Ruby Bown with her Singing      Enzo Endean with his Sport 

Polly Davies with her Dance      Raif Furmenger with his Sport 

Holly Evans with her singing      Taylor-Jay Pannell with his Scooter 

Ruby Harris with her singing      Dominic Pryke with his Magic 

Sophie Lerigo with her Sport      Alfie Rawlings with his Tractor 

Alina Scott with her Gym       Poppy Rogers with her Horse Riding 

          Eve Tucker with her Dance 

          Tyler Winters with his Sport 

Ant and Dec’s ‘Golden Buzzer’ going straight to the Final is………………… 

Sienna Lawrence in Year 9 for her singing 
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NHS Competition 

The nationwide Step into the NHS competition invites students to explore over 350 exciting careers in the NHS, 

the largest employer in the UK.   

Enter the competition 

To enter the competition, students will be asked to create a lively job description and fun advertisement for 

one of over 350 NHS careers—having explored possible job roles as part of the free videos, curriculum-centred 

resources and lessons provided on the website: https://www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/secondary-schools/KS3-

competition. 

 The competition entry deadline is 30 April 2021.  Postal entries must be sent to FREEPOST STEP INTO THE 

NHS COMPETITION. The competition name must always appear in caps as shown. No other addressing details 

such as road, town or postcode should be used. Online submissions must be uploaded to: 

www.stepintothenhs.nhs.uk/send-us-your-entry. 

There are prizes for regional as well as national winners, including: 

 Overall national winner will receive an Amazon voucher with £50, a certificate and a prize for their class 

 Regional winners will each receive an Amazon voucher worth £25 and a certificate 

 Highly commended certificates will also be awarded 

And what’s more, regional winners will be given the opportunity to pitch their work virtually to our panel of 

judges, including inspiring NHS staff and careers experts.   

 

 

Best Regards 

 

 

Step into the NHS Team Lead 

Get started today! 

https://r1.dmtrk.net/5EPN-ABVP-1ISBRG-767N5-1/c.aspx
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COVID questions -  Advice for Parents 

We receive many questions from anxious parents, wanting to do the right thing, but not being sure about when to 

keep their child at home, when to get tested and when to send their child back to school.  Below are three quite 

common scenarios and a link directly to Public Health Dorset.  The responses to each scenario are provided by 

Public Health Dorset.  We hope you will find these helpful. 

https://mailchi.mp/dorsetcouncil/latest-coronavirus-covid-19-news-and-information-17-march-3121566  

 

Scenario 1: An immediate family member (who lives in the 

same household) of a child who attends my school, has a  

confirmed case of COVID 

Scenario 2:  Contacts of contacts do NOT need to self-isolate 

 

https://mailchi.mp/dorsetcouncil/latest-coronavirus-covid-19-news-and-information-17-march-3121566
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COVID questions -  Advice for Parents 

Scenario 3  - A child who was at school yesterday became 

unwell overnight with COVID symptoms 
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Children In Need 

Thank you for all the donations to Children In Need.  As a school we raised £1179.35 

The breakdown is as follows: 

6th Form   £140 

Agglestone House  £212.90 

Gault House  £131.85 

Kimmeridge House    £187 

Main Office    £18 

Portland House  £156.10 

Purbeck House   £158.50 

Wealden House   £175 

Kooth Live Forums 
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Anti-Bullying Week 
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Perspective Club 

Perspective Club, for anyone in Year 7, gets together each Tuesday lunchtime to talk about how we can foster 
a Growth Mindset and grow our self-confidence. 

This week we made ‘I can cans’ filled with reminders of our own unique talents and skills! 
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Useful Resources from the Teen Sleep Hub 
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Student Achievements 

We are very proud of all our students, but especially of those who make a positive contribution to the local community.  

Elliot Bell (Year 11) is one such student.  Elliot has been representing student voice in the Town Council, ensuring that the 

interests and aspirations of young people in Lytchett Minster and Upton are heard.  Michael Tomlinson MP took the    

trouble to write to Elliot for his invaluable contribution to Town Council meetings. 

Year 7 Christmas Label Competition 

The students in Year 7 were asked to design a Christmas label that would go onto the food hampers that are being 

put together in school.  There were some fantastic entries, here are the winning three: 

Joseph Habgood Chloe Shayler Rebecca Sepkes-Jones 
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Useful Resources from the Teen Sleep Hub 
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School Jumper 

As from Monday 2nd November, it has been agreed that students can wear a 

plain,  navy blue V-neck jumper under their blazer, if they wish to. Please 

note that this jumper cannot have any logos or branding on it. We have 

contacted a dozen local stores and have come up with three authorised 

outlets, selling a V-neck, navy blue, unbranded, logo-free jumper: 

SWI (our online retailer) 

Junior Sizes - £16.85 – Chest size 24”, 26”, 28”, 30”, 32”, 34”, 36”, 38” 
Senior Sizes - £23.76 – Chest size – 40”, 42”, 44”, 46” 
 
Marks and Spencer – Cotton Blend 
Sizes age 11-12, 12-13, 13-14 - £10 
Sizes age 14-15, 15-16 - £12 
Chest size 38-40”, 41-43” - £12 
 
A.F. Joy of Wareham 
Junior Sizes - £15 – chest size 30”, 32” 

Senior Sizes -£20 – chest size 34”, 36”, 38”, 40”, 42”, 44” 

During lockdown A.F. Joys will be available to take orders and payment over 

the phone. Tel. 01929 552903 

We would ask parents not to send their children into school with any other jumper than the type described above. 

Any student wearing a different type of jumper or hoodie will be required to remove it.  The introduction of a V-

neck jumper is optional; students who prefer not to wear a jumper under the blazer will not be obliged to do so.  

The jumper can only be worn inside the blazer; it cannot be worn in place of it.  Students can of course always wear 

a plain white tee-shirt or vest under their school shirt to give them extra warmth. 

Sixth Form Online Prospectus 

Our sixth form online prospectus has gone live. We 

hope you will find the series of short videos we 

have put together both useful and informative. To 

access the prospectus, please go to the front page 

of the school website. 

The online prospectus will give details of the wide 

range of A Level and BTEC Level 3 courses on offer. 

If you have friends in other schools who may like to 

join our sixth form, please spread the word! 

http://lytchett.org.uk/wp/sixth-form/prospectus/ 
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Important Dates 

Please note that we will be transferring all our public events (such as Sixth Form Open 

Evening and Information Evenings) online this term. Parents’ Evenings will also be online 

using a bespoke portal. 

 

Reports: 

Friday 27th November: Year 8 Progress Reports sent home 

Friday 4th December: Year 9 Full Report sent home 

Friday 18th December: Year 11 Progress Report sent home 

Friday 18th December : Last Day of Term - finish at 3.25pm 

Monday  21st December - Friday 1st January 2021: Christmas holiday 

Monday 4th January 2021 : INSET Day 

 

Parents Evenings: 

Year 7: Thursday 22nd April 2021 

Year 8: Thursday 25th March 2021 

Year 9:  Thursday 21st January 2021 

Year 10: Thursday 29th April 2021 

  Year 11: Thursday 14th January 2021 

Year 12: Thursday 27th May 2021 

Year 13: Thursday 4th February 2021 

ONLINE PARENTS EVENINGS 

This year all parents’ evenings will take place virtually using an online platform called School Cloud. Parents 

will be able to make the appointments themselves (no longer relying on their sometimes forgetful,              

disorganised children to make them!).  Appointments will be six minutes in duration.  Parents can use smart 

phones, tablets, laptops and computers to access the appointments. More details about how to make        

appointments and will follow in the new year.  


