
Notes from the Parent Forum Meeting (Via Zoom) 
Wednesday 30th September 2020 

 
Present: Andrew Mead – Headmaster  
  
 Heidi Miles - notes  
 RM, RJ, TS, TL, AR, SRO, JB, JBr, TB, NH 

  Actions 

1. General feedback 

 Children are glad to be back in school. 

 Thanks for the hugely welcoming video, great, positive start to Year 7, easier to find 
friends. 

 Struggling with closure of lockers and having to carry lots around 

 Made friends as started in Yr7 not knowing anyone 

 Carrying own bags a good thing, making son remember to take what he needs 

 Child missing assemblies 

 Happy with the food, just not enough choice and running out 

 Issue with lunch being shorter, not being able to eat lunch, change and play football, 
son given up on football as can’t fit it all in 

 Are there any other lunchtime clubs available for students who don’t like sport? 
These are limited due to the need to maintain year bubbles. 

 Do students have to wear a tie as this cannot be washed? 
MEA replied, yes for the time being, it will be reviewed if there is proof that a tie is 
unhygienic 

 Can students not wear PE kit to school?  
MEA replied that this had not worked at other secondary schools, difficult to know 
which students had actually got PE that day, wouldn’t want students wearing PE kit 
in winter. 

 What work is provided for students who are off sick/self isolating? – Please see 
response below. 

 Son in Year 7 - shock to the system, issue at the start but this was dealt with 
immediately by Mr Drane who was really good. 

 Drinks fountain not working, where can students get water? 
MEA advised that the water fountains had been switched off as these were causing 
congestion in the corridor.  Water dispensers had been purchased and are present all 
around the school. 

 Son got told by a rude bus driver that he could not get on the bus because he didn’t 
have a face mask, parent had to come to school to collect him. 

 Year 11 exams, mocks revision rumours, could parents have some guidance please 
on how much their child should be revising, is there a revision plan? 

 Heard nothing about revision sessions  

 Year 10 – Not much homework.  

 Is there a minibus to Broadstone? –Parent advised who to contact 

 What will happen with Parents Evenings? – Please see response below 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. MEA update 

 Glad to see the majority of students back in school, adapted well to working in year 
group ‘bubbles’.  Delighted with the way Year 7’s started so calmly.  The school’s 
priority is to keep everyone safe.  There are a small number of parents who are still 
nervous about sending their child in. 
Some of the changes have worked well and may even be kept, especially the mobile 
catering units.  These have meant students do not have to queue up as long for food, 

 
 
 
  

  



although the choice is not as extensive or as healthy as when available from the café. 

 With break time being extended by 10 minutes and lunchtime reduced by 10 mins 
this has meant that there are not as many lunchtime clubs on offer, as year groups 
still have to adhere to their bubbles.  There is afterschool inter-house competitions 
but these are not for Year 7’s.  The orchestra and choir have been put on hold. 
There will be a conker tournament happening soon. 

 Students to stay wearing school uniform and not to wear PE kit.  The issue with 
wearing PE kit is that you don’t actually know who is supposed to be wearing PE kit 
and after rules have been bent it is very difficult to pull it back.  The wearing of PE 
would have been granted during the hot weather if we had been in school, but now 
it would be warmer to wear proper school uniform as classrooms have to have doors 
and windows open for ventilation.  Students are able to wear coats in class. 

 The majority of homework is to be set on Teams.  Year 7 staff have been told to hold 
off on issuing homework until the end of the week so all Year 7’s can have their IT 
induction. 
If your child not have a laptop/computer for use at home and you are unable to buy 
one, please send a discreet email to Mr Mead. 

 If your child has to self-isolate and cannot be in school, English, Maths and Science 
work is available for them on Teams. 

 The Year 11 information evening video was sent out to students last week. (It has 
since been sent out to parents).  This year the Year 11 mocks have never been so 
important, especially with centred assessed grades, but there must be evidence.  
Students are encouraged to work on homework for at least 1 hour a night, there is 
always something to work on with on GCSE Pod and SAM Learning. 

 Revision sessions are underway taking place every night after school 

 The Year 10 information evening video was sent out today. 

 Coats can be worn in lessons, ventilation is important, so classroom doors need to 
remain open.  Teachers to stay at the front of the class, desk are wiped down after 
every lesson. 

 Parents evening – a quick number count was taken of whether parents would prefer 
a phone call or face to face meeting via zoom (or some other online platform), and it 
was a resounding result for a face to face meeting.  Various companies have been in 
touch offering their services. 

 The plan is for the Sandwalk charity walk to still go ahead in the Summer term, 
students will be encouraged to walk in their ‘bubbles’. 

 GCSE Science students are unable to do experiments as the equipment cannot be 
cleaned and sanitised in time.  Students have to watch the experiment instead.  The 
GCSE has been change to accommodate this.  

 The school show will take place at the end of June this year, this will be an advantage 
for Year 7 students. 

 As we are unable to hold our usual Open Evening this year, we are launching a virtual 
open evening which is due to come out next Wednesday, there will be an 
introduction by teachers of each available subject.  We are running small group tours 
even though the council has advised against this.  These are proving very popular in 
the run up to the 31st October application deadline. 

 When is it wet weather, each year group has their own area, inside, to eat their 
lunch. 
Year 7 have Portland Area 
Year 8 have the ground floor of MSH  and upstairs 
Year 9 have the Theatre in Agglestone 
Year 10 have  two floors in Lulworth + 2 extra classrooms 
Year 11 have the café 
Sixth form have the sixth form area 
Further benches have been purchased for outside eating when the weather is dry.  
The situation is not ideal. 
 



 

3. Actions agreed 

 MEA to raise the issue of not enough homework for Year 10 (This was included in the 
next Staff Briefing video) 

 MEA to enquire when the Year 11 information evening video is being sent out (It was 
sent out the very next day) 

 HM to add dates to newsletter for Progress reports being sent home (This has been 
actioned) 

 
MEA 

 
MEA 

 
 

HM  

5. Date of next meeting   
Wednesday 2nd December 2020 at 7pm 
An automatic invite will be sent out to parents who have already attended the Parent Forum. 
 

 

 


