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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our  weekly Newsletter!  I hope 

you are in good spirits. 

23rd October 2020 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

It has been a very interesting half term. We are 

relieved that we have not had to send any groups 

of children home due to positive Covid tests. To 

date, we have had no cases.  It has been lovely to 

see the children enjoying school and enjoying 

each other’s company.  We really hope that our 

students’ learning will not be disrupted in the 

months ahead. Should someone in your family be 

unfortunate enough to test positive over half 

term, please let the school know (via email) as 

soon as possible. 

There is a strong theme of charity running through this week’s newsletter.  Earlier in the week we launched our 

very  own Christmas Hamper appeal. We are hoping to be able to distribute dozens of food hampers to some of our 

more disadvantaged families in the lead up to Christmas.  The initial response from parents and the local 

community has been overwhelming!  Thank you to those of you who have sent in food and even had online 

deliveries sent directly to the school.  We are also supporting the Lytchett Matravers’ Volunteer Group in their 

mission to donate food parcels and to provide financial grants to local families in need. For those of you who have 

always donated to the Rotary Shoe Box Appeal,  please note that we are once again supporting this great initiative.  

We try to engender a culture of kindness in the school.  It is therefore heart-warming to see how the school 

community pulls together to help others who are less fortunate, even when the economic climate is so bleak.  

 

We are strongly encouraging students to wear face masks between lessons when they are moving around the 

school. We are very grateful to those parents who have provided us with material, washable face masks.  We are 

conscious that the single-use face masks are very bad for the environment and would rather not use them.  If you 

feel you can help us replenish our dwindling stocks of masks, we have included a ‘pattern’ (on pages 6 and 7) in this 

newsletter and would encourage you to make and donate as many masks as you can. 

We are very proud of our students. The way they have conducted themselves this 

term has been highly commendable.  They have got back into positive routines 

after an awfully long break from normal schooling and have adapted well to the 

Covid measures introduced.  They and the staff deserve their half term holiday!  

Although you undoubtedly will not be travelling far from home this year, I trust 

you will be able to spend some quality family time together.  We look forward to 

seeing everyone back in school on Monday, 2 November.  

Take care, 
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Student of the Month 

MFL 

Congratulations to the following students who were nominated as October’s Student of the Month: 

Beth Pryor 

Year 11 

Geography Drama 

Will Goss 

Year 9 

Harrison Bingham 

Year 8 

Food 

Teagan-maria White 

Year 8 

Psychology 

Abi Watt 

Year 11 

PE 

Ollie Heard 

Year 7 

Megan Manning 

Year 12 

 Business           

Studies 

Music Biology 

Joe Smith 

Year 11 

Evie Tatton 

Year 12 

History 

Amy Williamson 

Year 8 

Physics 

Bradley Burns 

Year 10 
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Agglestone 

Purbeck 

Wealden Portland 

Rosie Parr 

Year 8 

Maddie Hill  

Year 8 

Elliot Bell 

Year 11 

English Gemma Carlyle Year 13 

Library Wiktoria Deczynska Year 8 

Sixth Form Therese Lejeune Year 13 

Gault Abigail Willis Year 11 

Chemistry Anna Tatham Year 12 

Physics Laura Harris Year 11 

   

Student of the Month (continued) 

Kimmeridge 

Amy Tedds 

Year 10 

Jim Greaves 

Year 7 
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Christmas Hampers 

The school received a lovely surprise this week when Mr Mead was presented with a hamper of goodies for the 

staff  from Tesco, Fleetsbridge as the school had been nominated  by a member of the public for helping the 

community. 

This year has been challenging for so many and as a school we like to help to support our community in any way 
we can. We are very aware that many families connected to the school are experiencing financial difficulties. We 
have therefore decided that this year we would like to make and donate food hampers for those most in need. 

To enable us to do this we will be seeking donations of a number of items over the coming weeks in readiness for 
Christmas time.   

If you feel you can help, we would welcome any of the following donations: 

 Cereals 

 Tinned Food (including fish, meat, vegetables and fruit) 

 Pasta, rice and pasta sauce 

 Long life juice 

 Toiletries (Shampoo, soap, conditioner,  toothpaste etc) 

Of course we would be grateful for other items as long as they are non-perishable/longer life and please ensure 
any items are in date and sealed.  Unfortunately, we would not be able to accept any refrigerated or frozen foods. 

As soon as we have enough donations we shall start making food parcels before distributing them to families in 
need. 



 5 

Gardening Club 

Last week in the Gardening Club: Planting onions, harvesting carrots!  

Open to anyone in Year 9 interested in gardening, please contact Mr Reed for more details. 

Calling all Cyclists 

 For your safety, please make sure you are wearing a cycling helmet to and from school.  As the days are 

drawing in, it is becoming increasingly difficult for  drivers to spot cyclists who do not have lights on their bikes. 

BE BRIGHT, BE SEEN - MAKE SURE YOU HAVE LIGHTS ON YOUR BIKE SO  

MOTORISTS CAN SEE YOU! 
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How to make a Face Mask 
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Short Story Review 

The Adventure of the Speckled Band – Arthur Conan Doyle 

This short story follows Detective Sherlock Holmes and his colleague Watson as 

they investigate a previous tragic event involving Helen Stoner and the death 

of her sister. It is written from the perspective of Watson, but it is made obvi-

ous that Sherlock is also a main character along with Helen. It appears that 

throughout the duration of their investigation, Sherlock is silent, yet    impecca-

bly observant and calm meanwhile Watson seems to only take into considera-

tion the information present and has many unanswered questions. My favour-

ite character is Watson because, as a reader, it is not difficult to  understand 

his admiration and idolism for his colleague, Sherlock. This is a pleasant exam-

ple of dramatic irony within this short story, where the reader is aware of his 

thoughts, but Holmes is oblivious.  

Personally, I enjoyed this as Sherlock’s intelligence and ability to piece together  information quickly     

impressed and interested me more than I had anticipated.      Although the story was written using a wide 

range of ambitious vocabulary, which may have made it a difficult     storyline to follow, it was surprisingly 

easy for me to comprehend. To be precise, my favourite part must be the very beginning, where the  

characters are introduced, and the concurrent issues Sherlock’s client is facing is   explained to him as 

well as the audience. This is my favourite part because it is a highly informative segment of the storyline: 

it paints a picture in the reader’s mind as to what has previously occurred. I also like this part because it  

allows you to, before reading the story in its entirety, imagine a range of possible outcomes further along 

in the storyline. I would say that this part of the story because it creates mental uncertainty for the       

audience.  

Overall, I really enjoyed this book, but my least favourite part is the middle part, where Holmes goes 

(with Watson) to observe Helen Stoner’s house so that they can obtain knowledge for the investigation. I 

feel this way because it feels as if it is being dragged out and it is quite difficult to understand what is          

happening at the point due to the fact that the characters have changed location. If I could change one 

thing, it would definitely be these few pages; I would make them more concise. Nevertheless, those pag-

es still made an interesting read and was entirely relevant and a necessary contributor to the plot.  

I would certainly recommend this short story to anyone, so long as they are prepared to concentrate to 

take in the detailed imagery and ambitious vocabulary. In my opinion, it would be best suited to someone 

who prefers shorter books and/or has an interest in detective work/ mysteries.  

Overall, The Adventure of the Speckled Band is short but amicable. I would certainly approve this book 

for others. 

 

Anna Fudge  

Year 9 

Purbeck House 
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Community News 

The pandemic has brought real financial hardship to a number of families in our 

local community, and you may be one of them.   

 

We would like to bring to your attention the excellent work being done by a 

group calling itself the Lytchett Matravers Angels Hub. This group has been able 

to secure substantial funding to support local families who are struggling with 

bills and other  living expenses.  They are offering grants (not loans) of £300 

and also Christmas hampers to families in need.   

 

If you would like to apply for one of these £300 grants or Christmas hampers 

(or nominate a family that you feel may need this support) please: 

 

 ring their support line: 01202 030393, or 

 email: lytchettvolunteergroup@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:lytchettvolunteergroup@gmail.com
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Lunchtime and After School Clubs 
Inter-house Sports Competition 

For the Year 7 inter-house badminton, there were 13 competitors who all tried 

their very best to be victorious.  After a very competitive round robin 

tournament there was a tie for first place. The  final results were as follows: 

1st Agglestone 

2nd Portland 

3rd Gault 

Notes to Parents 

Due to lockers being  closed and students carrying their belongings 

around the school site, it has  become  apparent that students are 

using their phones to contact parents asking for items to be 

brought into school.  If a student requires a call home, they must 

visit their House office of Main Reception who will make the call.         

Students must not use their mobile phones during the school day 

and they should be switched off. 

Students are expected to provide their own masks 

when coming into school. There is  a small number 

of masks available in House Offices for genuine cases 

of a forgotten mask; they are not available on a daily 

basis.  The disposable masks are only intended for 

use for 1 day. 

The winners of the Year 8  inter-house badminton tournament were: 

1.   Harvey Thomas (Gault) 

2.  Archie Strut (Gault) 

3.  Harry Bloomfield (Gault) 

https://youngminds.org.uk/starting-a-conversation-with-your-child/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/7-ways-to-support-children-and-young-people-who-are-worried/
https://maudsleycharity.org/familiesunderpressure/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/sleep-and-tiredness/healthy-sleep-tips-for-children/
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The Royal British Legion 
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AquAid 

Here, at Lytchett Minster School, we are aware that keeping our children and staff hydrated will aid them to       
perform at their very best throughout the day. As a result, we decided to invest in water coolers from AquAid. 

Our unique relationship with AquAid has also given our school the opportunity to help those less fortunate than 
ourselves, because with each purchase an automatic donation is made to The Africa Trust. 

These funds are used to build ‘Elephant Pumps’ - a modified version of an age old Chinese rope pulley system. One 
such pump is currently being installed in Africa on our behalf and it will be a much needed source of clean and 
fresh drinking water for many. 

Our school’s name will be proudly displayed on our well and we look forward to adding a photo, a certificate and a 
letter of thanks from the villagers to our website in the near future. 

To date, over 8,000 wells have been built, servicing more than 2 million people in communities across Liberia,     

Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Of the 8,000 pumps installed, 95% are still in operation today – a figure 40% 

above the average for the continent. 

Each pump can produce up to 10,000 litres of potable water per day, supplying upwards of 300 people in the 

village or community - who are now able to collect clean drinking water and water for productive use every day.  
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School Jumper 

As from Monday 2nd November, it has been agreed that students 

can wear a plain, navy blue V-neck jumper under their blazer, if 

they wish to. Please note that this jumper cannot have any logos or 

branding on it. We have contacted a dozen local stores and have 

come up with three authorised outlets, selling a V-neck, navy blue, 

unbranded, logo-free jumper: 

 

SWI (our online retailer) 

 Junior Sizes - £16.85 – Chest size 24”, 26”, 28”, 30”, 32”, 34”, 36”, 
38” 
Senior Sizes - £23.76 – Chest size – 40”, 42”, 44”, 46” 
 
Marks and Spencer – Cotton Blend 
Sizes age 11-12, 12-13, 13-14 - £10 
Sizes age 14-15, 15-16 - £12 
Chest size 38-40”, 41-43” - £12 
 
A.F. Joy of Wareham 
Junior Sizes - £15 – chest size 30”, 32” 

Senior Sizes -£20 – chest size 34”, 36”, 38”, 40”, 42”, 44” 

We would ask that parents do not send their children into school with any other jumper than the type described above. Any 

student wearing a different type of jumper or hoodie will be required to remove it.  The introduction of a V-neck jumper is 

optional; students who prefer not to wear a jumper under the blazer will not be obliged to do so.  The jumper can only be 

worn inside the blazer; it cannot be worn in place of it.  Students can of course always wear a plain white tee-shirt or vest 

under their school shirt to give them extra warmth. 

I hope you feel that what we are proposing is reasonable. We want students to look smart, but we also appreciate the 

importance of them keeping warm.  We will review the success of these V-neck navy blue jumpers at the end of the spring 

term 2021. 

Sixth Form Online Prospectus 

Our sixth form online prospectus will be going live next 

week. We hope you will find the series of short videos we 

have put together both useful and informative. To access 

the prospectus, please go to the front page of the school 

website. 

The online prospectus will give details of the wide range 

of A Level and BTEC Level 3 courses on offer. 

If you have friends in other schools who may like to join 

our sixth form, please spread the word! 
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Important Dates 

Half Term Holidays 

Please note that we will be transferring all our public events (such as Open Evening and 

Parents Information Evenings) online this term.  

 

Monday 26th October  -  Friday 30th October: Half term holiday 

Friday 6th November: Year 10 Progress Reports sent home and Year 7 Reports sent home 

Friday 27th November: Year 8 Progress Reports sent home 

Friday 4th December: Year 9 Full Report sent home 

Friday 18th December: Year 11 Progress Report sent home 

 Monday  21st December - Friday 1st January 2021: Christmas holiday 

Monday 4th January 2021 : INSET Day 

We understand that the half term means holidays and that families may well be travelling for a well 

earned break.  Please can we recommend that you adhere to the travel restrictions that are in place in 

some parts of the country, so to keep our school safe upon return in November. 

Please could we ask that any positive COVID tests during the half term holidays are reported to school, 

as soon as possible. 

Thank you for helping keep everyone safe. 

Rotary Christmas Shoebox Appeal—Reminder 

The deadline for bringing the shoeboxes into school is                             

Monday 2nd November, which will allow you time to complete them over 

half term.  The boxes will then stand for a couple of days before being 

moved for transportation into Europe.  

We understand that this year has been very difficult for many, so please 

do not feel a donation to this appeal is compulsory.  


