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Lytchett Minster School | Newsletter 

W 

elcome to our weekly Newsletter!  I 

hope you are well and in good spirits. 

16th October 2020 

 01202 622413  •  www.lytchett.org.uk  •          /lytchettminsterschool 

We are  delighted that we have not yet had to 

send any groups of students home to self-

isolate.  Since the start of term we have not yet 

had any students or staff testing positive for the  

virus. We are aware that other local schools 

have not been so fortunate. Student and parent 

confidence levels seem high, with our overall 

school attendance figure of 94% comparing very 

favourably with the national figure of 87%. We 

remain, of course, ultra vigilant.  

We are  aware that there has been a steep rise in COVID cases locally with 83 infections per 100,000 in BCP and 31 

in Dorset. Although these are below the national figure of 125 infections per 100,000, the significant rise in 

infections locally should be a wake-up call to us all.  In those schools that have been affected, the majority of the 

transmissions that are leading to whole year groups and individual staff members being sent home are taking place 

out of school, in the local community, and in the home. We are doing all we can in school to prevent transmission 

of this virus; we just need to make sure we are all equally cautious in our out-of-school interactions with other 

people.  I am advised that the infectious period is 48 hours prior to the onset of symptoms  and up to 10 days after 

symptoms have become noticeable.  If you do receive a call from track and trace, we would ask you and your 

family to follow the guidance and self-isolate for 14 days. We will provide remote learning (via Teams) for students 

who are unable to attend school. 

The government has announced that GCSE and A level exams will go ahead this summer. We welcome this news, 

as we feel that examinations are the fairest means of assessing students’ ability.  We also welcome the news that 

exams will start 3 weeks later than planned, allowing more time for us to complete the courses of study, which 

have of course been considerably disrupted. We would encourage our Year 11 students to attend all after-school 

revision sessions to give them the biggest chance of success in the mocks and the final exams (presuming they do 

actually take place). 

Please note that we will not be having any kind of parent information or 

consultation evenings in school for the foreseeable future.  We are looking at a 

range of different platforms for hosting online parents’ evenings; our Year 9 

Options Evening will be replaced with an online presentation;  and our Sixth Form 

Open Evening and Sixth Form Options process will also move online.  All of these 

will appear on our website in due course. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Take care, 



 2 

 

What to do 
if...  

Action needed...  
Return to school 

when...  
...my child has 

COVID-19 
symptoms*  

- Do not come to school  
- Contact school  

- Self-isolate the whole household  
- Get a COVID-19 test  

- Inform school immediately about the test 
result  

...the test comes back negative. 

...my child tests 
positive for              
COVID-19  

- Do not come to school  
- Contact school 

- Agree an earliest date for possible return.  
(Min. 10 days)  

- Self-isolate the whole household  

… they feel better. They can return 
after 10 days even if they have a 

cough or loss of taste/smell. These 
symptoms can last for several 

weeks. 
  

...my child tests 
negative  

- Contact school  
- Discuss when your child can come back (same/

next day)  

...the test comes back 
negative and your child feels well 

enough to return.  

 

Colds  

If a child is poorly with symptoms of a cold such as a runny nose or sore throat: 

- Check temperature and for symptoms of COVID-19  

- If no COVID-19 symptoms, come to school if well enough  

- If not well enough, ring on each day of illness   

The child can come back to school when they feel well enough and are not showing symptoms of COVID-19. 

Should my child stay at home or go to school? 

*COVID-19 symptoms are: a high temperature, a new continuous cough (continuous 
cough is coughing consistently for a while and not just every now and again), a loss of or 
change to your taste or smell  

Vomiting and diarrhoea  

If a child has sickness and diarrhoea they should not come to school.  
 

Parents/carers should contact the school to inform us of a child’s absence and ring the school on each day of illness.   

A child can return to school 48 hours after the last bout of sickness or diarrhoea.  
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Summer 2021 GCSE and A Level exams 

Summer 2021 GCSE and A Level exams to start 
later giving students ‘more time to prepare for 
their exams next year’ 

On 12 October the Department for Education (DfE) annouced that GCSE, AS and A Level exams will go ahead next 

summer but will start three weeks later, to support students and teachers. The government is committed to exams 

going ahead as the ‘fairest and most accurate way to measure a pupil’s attainment’. 

The key points about exams in summer 2021 announced today are: 

1. For almost all AS, A Level and GCSE exams, the summer exam series will start on 7 June and end on 2 July 

2021. 

2. One exam for GCSE English and one for GCSE Maths will take place before half term. This aims to give Year 

11 pupils affected by COVID-19 the best chance of sitting a paper in each of these core subjects. Exams for 

a small number of low-entry AS and A Level subjects will also be held before half term. 

3. Results days are Tuesday 24 August for AS and A Levels and Friday 27 August for GCSEs. Students ‘will 

start the following academic year as normal’. 

4. In addition, the Government is working with Ofqual, exam boards and across the education sector to 

develop contingency plans. It will ‘engage widely with the sector over the next six weeks to identify any 

risks to exams at a national, local, and individual student level, and consider measures needed to address 

any potential disruption’. 

The DfE also confirmed there will be no further subject-level changes to exams and assessments.                                      
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Year 11 Revision Sessions 

The revision schedule below is regularly updated on the school website under the ‘Year 11 information and Support’ page. 

Beginning after half term -  In addition to the GCSE revision sessions being held, GCSE Business revision will 

take place on a Tuesday at 3.30pm in room 112 with Mr Ward-Zinski for an hour.   

We appreciate that parents like to be kind to their children by bringing in items that, for whatever reason, have 

been left at home.  As we are trying to reduce the number of visitors coming into school at this time, we would 

actually prefer you not to do this. Please encourage your child to get themselves better organised so that they do 

not forget important books, equipment or lunchbox!  If you do need to come into reception, please remember to  

wear a mask. Thank you in advance for your cooperation with this. 

A plea from the reception desk! 
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Sixth Form News 

UCAS 2021 

Many Y13 students are well on their way to finalising their UCAS university applications for 

2021 and we are pleased to say that we have eight students applying for the most             

competitive  courses at Oxford, Cambridge and Veterinary school. 

We wish them the best of luck in their Oxbridge Entrance Tests, which take place on the 5th  

November. 

Please be aware that the school deadline for UCAS applications is SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER 

Last Friday the Sixth Form proudly supported Young minds’ #HelloYellow campaign in recognition of World   

Mental Health Day.  Staff and students wore yellow, the Sixth Form centre was decorated with yellow    

balloons and there was an array of literature offering support for various mental health issues. 
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Fundraising 

Parent Forum 

Parent Forum takes place every half term.  This is an opportunity for parents to discuss any aspect of school life 

(positive and negative) directly with the headmaster.   Meetings are open to all and are advertised on the back of 

the Newsletter with the calendar of events.  For more information about Parent Forum meetings, please contact 

Heidi Miles (milesh@lytchett.org.uk). 

This term the meetings will take place online via Zoom.  If you would like to attend the first Parent Forum meeting 

of the year, please contact Heidi Miles. Those parents who express an interest will then receive an invitation to the 

meeting which will take place via Zoom on Wednesday 2nd December 7.00pm-8.00pm. 

Parent Forum meetings give parents the opportunity to discuss any school-related issues directly with the 

headmaster.   

Agglestone House is collecting food items for the Poole Food Bank.  If you wish to donate non-

perishable goods (tins, dried pasta, rice, biscuits etc) there will be a box within the Agglestone 

House Office.  Donations are being accepted up until Wednesday 21st October. 
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Rotary Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

We are pleased to announce that we are launching the Shoebox Appeal, which is a charity that we support every 
year.  This year our collection will be in partnership with Wareham Rotary. 

We aim to create gift packages to send to disadvantaged children in Albania, Montenegro, Moldova and            
Romania.  Last year we managed to collect a staggering number of items and put together somewhere in excess 
of 120 boxes! 

We would like to create boxes for boys or girls and in four different age categories. Contents could include things 
like hats, gloves, toothbrush, soft toy or a book.  Students may decide to donate a whole box themselves or to 
give a couple of items to add to their tutor group box.  Below is the Rotary shoebox leaflet which includes further 
information such as which items must be avoided. 

The shoeboxes should each be wrapped with Christmas paper like a present, but the lid and box should be 
wrapped separately so that each box can be checked by Customs without damage if needed. Close the shoebox 
with an elastic band. You will need to choose whether the box should be for a boy or girl, and for what age range. 
There is one part of the leaflet which should be cut out and stuck on the top of the box, where you circle which 
age range and sex you have chosen,  and also put a £1 coin on the top of the box which will help to pay for the 
transportation. 

The deadline for bringing the shoeboxes into school is Monday 2nd November which will allow you time to      
complete them over half term.  The boxes will then stand for a couple of days before being moved for            
transportation into Europe.  

We understand that this year has been very difficult for many so please do not feel a donation to this appeal is 
compulsory.  
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Library news 

Lytchett Minster School  

Library Newsletter 

October 2020/ Issue 1 

Book of the 

Month 

 

 

I Am Not A Number 
 by Lisa Heathfield. 

Locked in a prison camp far from 

home and with her belongings 

taken from her, she’s now known 

by number 276.  With horror    

escalating in the camp, Ruby 

knows that she has to get her 

family out – and let the world 

know what’s happening.  Set in 

the present day, I Am Not A   

Number is a powerful and timely 

book for both young adults and 

adults alike. 

D-Day Dog is the Overall 
Winner of the Children’s 

Book Award for 2020 
 

D-Day Dog, written by Tom Palmer and 
published by Barrington Stoke, was re-
vealed as the Overall Winner of the CBA 
for 2020 in an online ceremony on 10th 
October. It also won the Confident Read-
ers category. 

October is  
Black History Month 

Celebrate by checking out a 
book from our BAME reading 
list on the Library page of the 
VLE. 
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If you would like to request a book from the library      

catalogue please use the click and delivery service.  The 

Library catalogue can be found on the Library Page of the 

VLE. 

You can also request books by emailing Mrs Bossons   
bossonsc@lytchett.org.uk 

https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/ 
The 1st October was National Poetry Day. 

Take a look at the Poetry by Heart website.  

They have curated collections of poems 

and learning resources.   

The Borrow Box app makes it easy to 

browse, borrow and read or listen to your 

public library’s eBooks and eAudiobooks.  

Simply log in with your public library    

membership details to access the            

collection.   

Check out your favourite 
comics, magazines and    
newspapers using RBdigital 
for libraries.  Simply log in 
with your public library    
membership details to access 
the collection  

mailto:bossonsc@lytchett.org.uk
https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/
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Students’ suggestions for making the school more COVID-secure 

During last week’s  PSHE session , students were invited to put forward suggestions as to how we can make the 

school safer, at this time when the number of infections in the country is rising significantly.  Below is  a list of the 

main comments , suggestions and queries the students put forward, and my responses; 

Headmaster’s response to students’ comments, suggestions and queries: 

1) Request for staggered starts and ends to lessons. 

Staff have been asked to naturally stagger the end of the lessons. This means that classes will be dismissed at 
some point within the last three minutes of a lesson. This will allow students to exit particularly congested areas 
without coming into contact with students from other year bubbles.  We feel it is more practical and feasible to 
have this arrangement rather than asking particular year groups to end lessons at a particular time. 

 

2) Request for students to stay in same classroom all day and teachers to move around school instead. 

We have a very large campus with a number of very specialist classrooms.  It is not practical for D&T, music, art, 
drama (to name but a few) to be taught in traditional classrooms. It is also very unfair on staff to expect them to 
end a lesson in one block and then race across the campus to begin the next lesson punctually, all the while       
carrying all their materials around with them. There is also a serious safeguarding issue of having students         
potentially unsupervised in a classroom for periods of time while waiting for the next teacher to arrive. It is felt 
that allowing students 2 to 3 minutes to walk from one specialist teaching area to another is actually very healthy 
and the exercise in the fresh air is positive for students. It may well be the case that primary school children       
remain in the same classroom all day, but we do not feel this is appropriate for secondary school children 

 

3) Request for improved signage to encourage students to keep left and keep moving 

We feel this is a good idea. We did not want to introduce too much additional signage around the school, but the 
difficulties in getting students to keep to the left and keep moving have been recognised and therefore cones will 
be placed on outdoor pathways to encourage students to keep left. It should be noted that the risk of transmission 
outside by passing people on walkways is minimal – as long as they avoid physical contact (and this includes giving 
high 5s to friends from other year groups). 

 

4) Request for mask wearing to be made mandatory for all students around the school 

We are very pleased with the way the vast majority of students have responded to our request for them to wear 
masks as they move around the school. We do feel that the argument in favour of students wearing masks indoors 
to prevent transmission of the virus is compelling, and we would urge all students to keep their masks on. It is 
compulsory for students to wear a mask on buses and when purchasing food. If the government chooses to make 
the wearing of masks indoors and outdoors to be mandatory then we will also introduce such a ruling. In the 
meantime it remains our expectation that all students will wear a mask when moving to and from lessons. 

 

5) Concern about congestion by Portland block at end of the day 

It has been observed that bubbles are mixing at the end of the day as students wait for friends around the        
Portland block area. As students are waiting outside, the risk of transmission of the virus is not significant, as long 
as they observe social distancing. However we would still urge students to behave responsibly and to avoid        
creating unnecessary congestion in walkways.  We will be encouraging staff to allow students to leave lessons a 
little bit earlier to avoid congestion and so we would encourage students to wait for their friends further away 
from the school rather than waiting around the Portland block area as they may have done in the past. Students 
are encouraged to leave the site by walking across the school field rather than purely walking down the footpath 
towards the dining centre 
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6) Request for introduction of a one way system around the school 

We would like to trial the introduction of a one way system around school from Wednesday morning. The specific 
one-way system we are introducing involves students leaving D&T, Sixth Form Centre and Gault. From Wednesday, 
students must not use the arch by the caretaker’s office. Instead they must either: 

a) turn left and take the route around the back of the wall along by D&T and then through the arch adjacent to 
the Arts block, OR  

b) turn right and take the route past the sports centre. This will particularly affect sixth formers leaving the 
Sixth Form Centre and students leaving D&T and computing lessons.  

 

7) Temporary change to rooming of tutor groups – so they are all in their year bubble zones 

We greatly value our House system and we want to ensure that our House teams can operate as normal as        
possible at the start of the day.  We have consulted with the Heads of House and their teams about this issue and 
they have expressly requested that students remain in the House blocks for registration purposes, as this facilitates 
communication with students and tutors. 

 

8) Reminder to keep to year bubble zones (e.g. Year 11  yellow brick road; Year 10 woods; Year 9 and 10 zones) 
at break and lunchtimes. 

Now that we have introduced the new one-way system around the school Sixth Form students should no longer 
use the Year 11 Yellow Brick Road. We also remind Year 8s not to cut through the Year 10 woods to get to their 
cages; Year 10 students are reminded not to encroach into the year nine area behind the Arts block. 

 

9) Request for some year groups to stay home on some days to reduce student numbers in school 

We are very fortunate not to have had to send home whole year groups up to this point – as some schools have. 
We certainly do not want to do this as we feel students will be disadvantaged by such an action. It may well be in 
the future that this becomes necessary, but we have no intention at this stage of asking whole year groups to stay 
at home. It is recognised that such a move would be very inconvenient for parents and would also disadvantage 
students who were required to work from home (for online learning) rather than have face-to-face lessons with 
the teachers. 

 

10) Observation that some teachers do not respect the 2 metre social distancing rule 

Staff are doing their very best to respect the 2m social distancing rule,  particularly as this role is intended to      
protect them from getting infected with the virus. Inevitably some teachers forget to observe the two metre rule 
because they are so keen to support students in lessons. We will all seek to do better on this point! 

 

11) Request for students to be allowed to wear PE kit into school 

A few years ago when we had a prolonged heatwave we did allow all students to wear PE kit into school, which 
seemed entirely appropriate at the time. We are now approaching winter and this is clearly not the time for       
students to be coming into school wearing shorts and PE shirts. We feel it is important that students arrive at 
school looking smart in their school uniform and that they change as normal into their PE kit for their PE lessons. It 
is very unhygienic for students to wear the same PE kit in lessons following a particularly strenuous, sweaty 
workout in their PE lessons.  Enforcing a rule that allowed students to come into school in their PE kit on days when 
they have PE is highly problematic, as teachers would have no idea when the student really did have PE on a      
particular day or whether they were just choosing to pretend they had PE on that day. We do appreciate that for 
some of our younger students PE days do mean that they may have an extra bag to carry around the school. We 
would encourage the students to fit their PE kit into their normal bag to avoid this problem. We do feel that the 
banning of lockers was the right course of action as it has reduced the number of times that students from      
different year groups have to congregate in corridors. 
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Important Dates 

Please note that we will be transferring all our public events (such as Open Evening and 

Parents Information Evenings) online this term.  

 

Friday 16th October: Year 11 Progress Reports sent home 

Monday 26th October  -  Friday 30th October: Half term holiday 

Friday 6th November: Year 10 Progress Reports sent home and Year 7 Reports sent home 

Friday 27th November: Year 8 Progress Reports sent home 

Friday 4th December: Year 9 Full Report sent home 

Friday 18th December: Year 11 Progress Report sent home 

 Monday  21st December - Friday 1st January 2021: Christmas holiday 

Monday 4th January 2021 : INSET Day 

Open Evening/Online Prospectus 

www.lytchett.org.uk/prospectus 

http://www.lytchett.org.uk/prospectus

