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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

This booklet sets out the courses that students will study and may opt for in Years 10 and 11 and is 
designed to help you and them make the right decisions.  Your son or daughter will shortly be 
asked, with you, to make a number of choices about the shape of the curriculum they will follow.  
Up to now the curriculum they have followed will have been largely similar for all students.   In 
Years 10 and 11 students have a degree of choice. You, as parents have a very important part to 
play in this process and in the ongoing support for them as they enter the most important phase 
of their education to date. 

 
Please read the booklet carefully.  You and your child will have meetings with teachers at the Year 
9 Parents’ Evening.  Your child will have a guidance interview with his/her Head of House and I will 
explain the options process at our Options Evening as soon as we return from the Christmas break 
in January.   We will attempt to meet the wishes of all students in their choices but it may not be 
possible to satisfy everyone and we cannot guarantee students’ first or second choice options.  Our 
aim is to do everything we can to provide the widest possible range of courses and give the best 
advice. 
 
I do hope you find the information in this booklet helpful.  If you need to seek clarification from 
me, house or subject staff please do not hesitate to contact us 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 

 
 

Tony Perry 
Assistant Headteacher  
perryt@lytchett.org.uk 
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This booklet is about the courses offered over the next two years.  Please read it very carefully. 
 

1.  A GCSE course has external examinations taken at the end of Year 11 and sometimes involves 
an element of non-examined assessment (especially in Creative subjects) .  Work in each 
subject will be graded from 9-1 according to the new grading criteria. 

 

 

2.  Vocational courses such as BTEC are portfolio based with some external assessments and 
related to a specific work related area.  They are equivalent to a GCSE grade 4 and above and 
a grade C according to the ‘old’ criteria.   

PROCESS 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Your options form will be checked to ensure that you have chosen a balanced range of 

subjects allowing you access to as wide a range of careers as possible in the future. 

 If there is a problem with any of a student’s choices we will contact them. 

 We will do our best to give students their preferred option choices but cannot guarantee 

this. 

Friday 20th December 
2019 

Issue Options booklet to parents via In Touch 

Tuesday 7th January 
2020 

Year 9 Options Evening for parents and students – Options form and 
booklet issued. 

Monday  
13th January 2020 

Subject teachers to provide further information about their GCSEs in normal 
lessons.  Taster session for new GCSEs. 

Thursday 23rd  January 
2020 

Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening 

During January 2020 Guidance Interviews with Heads of House. 

Late January 2020 Taster lessons with Subject teachers. 

Monday  
3rd  February 2020 

Deadline for submitting Options forms to Reception. 

June 2020 Options choices confirmed to students. 

CHOOSING – THE PROCESS 
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NEW GCSE GRADING STRUCTURE 
 

All GCSEs are now graded from 9 to 1, instead of A* to G, 
Exam Boards use a statistical method (known as comparable outcomes) so that: 
 

 broadly the same proportion of students achieve a grade 4, equivalent to an old grade C and 
above; 

 broadly the same proportion of students achieve a grade 7, equivalent to an old grade A and 
above; 

 the bottom of grade 1 is aligned with the bottom of grade G; 

 a grade 5 is awarded to the top third of students gaining the equivalent of an old grade C or 
bottom third of a grade B.  This is equivalent to a ‘good pass’. 

 the top 20% of those who get a grade 7 or above in each exam are awarded a grade 9. 
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VOCATIONAL COURSES AT KS4   
 

Vocational courses are both popular and successful at Lytchett.  A Level 2 Pass is equal to 1 GCSE 
Grade 4/5 or C in terms of their value with employers and further and higher education.  However, 
they are different in content (what is learned), the way that topics are taught and the way that the 
courses are assessed.  
 

The courses we offer are: 

 Cambridge Nationals Creative I Media (IT) 

 Sport - BTEC 

 Child Development – OCR National Certificate 

 Cambridge Nationals Business enterprise 

 

They have the following equivalences to GCSE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Elements of Vocational Courses 

 

 They are work-related.  All the topics you learn relate to the skills and knowledge you will 

need in the workplace. 

 You will learn how to apply your knowledge, both on your own and as a member of a team, 

to develop your skills and abilities. 

 All vocational courses have an element of external examination. This will go towards your 

final grade. The majority of the course is course work based. Throughout the 2 years you will 

complete assignments set by your teachers, based on learning aims set by the examination 

board, and each will have a deadline.  Your teachers will track your progress through your 

assignments and offer you individual support to complete them. 

 On vocational courses some of the assignments you carry out can be personalised to your 

own interests and abilities. 

 As a vocational student you are encouraged to take responsibility for your own learning.  
Your teachers won’t expect to have to stand over you all the time to check what you are 
doing.  This helps you to develop the skills to be mature and independent at work.  You will 
be expected to be keen and interested enough to work hard without being continually 
monitored.  You will also be expected to become more self-reliant and better organised as 
the course progresses.  Many students thrive in this situation. 

 All vocational assessment decisions are subject to internal and external verification. 

In order to succeed on Vocational courses, it is vital that you show a genuine interest and 
commitment in the Vocational area.   
 
 
 

                       Level 2 Vocational Award 

Level 2 Distinction*         = one  8/9 at GCSE 

Level 2 Distinction           = one 7 at GCSE 

Level 2 Merit                    = one 5/6  at GCSE 

Level 2 Pass                      = one 4/5 at GCSE 

Level 1                               = one 3/2/1 at GCSE 
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OPTIONS – HOW DO I CHOOSE? 

COMPULSORY AND STATUTORY COURSES 
 
 

 

 
You will have to do a number of COMPULSORY courses in common with all other 14-16 year olds in 
the country. The subjects students must do are: 
 

 ENGLISH - Two GCSEs 

 MATHEMATICS - One GCSE 

 SCIENCE - Two (Combined) GCSEs 
If you wish to do Triple Science (three GCSEs), you must be targeted to achieve high grades 
at the end of Year 9 and opt for this in one of the options blocks. 

 PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION & ETHICS 

 SPORT AND WELLBEING FOR ALL         

 PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 

 CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE  

ALSO:    

 
 Students must choose AT LEAST ONE from:  French, Spanish, Geography, History, 

Computer Science, Separate Science.  These subjects are known as “EBacc” subjects. 

 

 

 
 
DO: 
 
 choose courses you know you will enjoy 
 choose courses you are interested in 
 choose a range of different courses, so that you have a broad base from which to choose your 

post-16 courses 
 read the subject information on the next few pages very carefully 
 ask the advice of your subject teachers, your tutor, our careers adviser, your Head of House. 
 discuss it with your parents 
 look at previous examination results on the school website: www.lytchett.org.uk  
 THINK VERY CAREFULLY about the subjects you choose.  It is very difficult indeed to change 

course once you have started. 
 
 

DON’T:  
 

 choose a course simply because your friends have 
 allow either a like or dislike of particular teachers to influence your choice 
 choose a course because you think it might be easy 
 make your decision hastily 
 drop any subject you may want to study after Year 11 
 drop any subject you may require for entry to a particular occupation or course of further 

study. 

http://www.lytchett.org.uk/
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          CONSIDERING UNIVERSITY? 
 
 

It may seem like a long time away, but if you are considering applying to a competitive university 
and especially a competitive course at a competitive university, it is important that you consider all 
the aspects of the entrance requirements, including the GCSE requirements. 

 
A summary below gives an idea of the GCSE requirements that you might come across for certain 
degree courses.  Remember that these are only examples.  It is important to check university 
websites for detailed requirements before applying.  You will find useful information on the UCAS 
website:  www.ucas.com 

 
 Applicants to study Medicine are usually required to have very good GCSE (grades 8 and 9) 

results in Maths, Science and English. 

 For a degree in English, an A level in English is a must but universities may look for 

applicants to have a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language, History or Philosophy and Ethics. 

 A grade 6 (previously a B) in Maths and sometimes Science is often required for a degree in 

Psychology, 

 

What subjects at A Level give me the most options? 
 
Many courses at university level build on knowledge which you will gain while at school. Where 
this is the case, universities need to make sure that all the students they admit have prepared 
themselves in the best way to cope with their chosen course. 

 
For this reason, some university courses may require students to have studied a specific subject at 
advanced level prior to entry, others may not.   However, there are some subjects that are required 
more often than others.  These subjects, known as the ‘facilitating subjects’ are: 

 
 Maths (and Further Maths) 

 English Literature 

 Physics 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Geography 

 History 

 Modern Foreign Language (like French or Spanish) 

Check out these websites for more information: 
 

 UNIFROG at www.unifrog.org 
This portal provides information about sixth forms, colleges, apprenticeships as well as  
university courses. Your child’s tutor will be able to give you the passcode. 
 

 UCAS at www.ucas.com 
This is the central organisation through which applications are processed for entry to higher 

education but it also includes information and services for prospective students. 

 ANSBURY at www.ansbury.co.uk 

Ansbury work with Lytchett and young people and parents to help them achieve their 

career goals through quality guidance and advice.

http://www.unifrog.org/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.ansbury.co.uk/
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HOMEWORK AND NON-EXAM ASSESSMENTS 
 

 
 
 

 

During Years 10 and 11 students will be set home learning on a regular basis.  This gives them 
regular practice in organising their own work and in working independently.  It provides 
opportunities for students to consolidate work started in class, to prepare for future tasks and to 
carry out research.  It also helps staff to find out how well students understand what they are 
learning.  

 

Some courses involve some form of NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT. 
 
 
What is non-exam assessment (NEA)? 

 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) is the name for the internally assessed components of some KS4    

  courses. It is a major piece of work completed at school as part of a GCSE course. 

Do NEAs affect GCSE grades? 
 
The non-exam assessment contributes marks to the final GCSE grade.  The proportion of marks 
varies between subjects, but in some subjects it is worth 50% of the final GCSE grade. 

 
 
What types and levels of control are applied? 

 
A NEA is completed under the control of the teacher.   Students are given either a maximum 
number of hours to complete the assessment or a maximum word limit for the finished piece. 

 
NEAs in different subjects have different levels of control.   Some assessments have a high level of 
control and have to be completed individually in exam conditions.  In other subjects, group work is 
allowed and the controls are less formal. The level of control depends on the type of task that 
students are being asked to complete. 

 
 
How is this different from coursework? 

 
NEA assessments are different from the previous system of GCSE coursework. They must be done 
at school under the supervision of the teacher. This makes it fairer for all students and guards 
very highly-motivated students from spending too long on one piece of work. 
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THE COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
 

 
 

ENGLISH (GCSE – EDUQAS) 
 
 

All students do the following courses in Years 10 and 11: 

 
GCSE English Language allows students to demonstrate their ability to use English in real life contexts and 
uses an investigative and analytical approach to language topics drawing on personal 
experience.    Students will sit two exams at the end of Year 11; these exams will test their ability to read for 
meaning across nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first century texts as well as their ability to write 
imaginatively and accurately.  20% of the marks are for spelling, punctuation and grammar. Paper 1 is worth 
40% and paper 2 60%. 
 
 
GCSE English Literature requires candidates to explore texts from a personal perspective and offers an 
experience of poetry, plays and novels taken from both the British Literary heritage and from modern 
times.   Students will sit two exams, testing their ability to write analytically about extracts, whole texts 
and also about unseen texts. Paper 1 is worth 40% and paper 2 is worth 60%. 

 

Subject Leader:  Mr J Brake (brakej@lytchett.org.uk) 

 

What are the aims of the 
course? 
 
The aims of GCSE English and 
English Literature are to give you 
the opportunity to explore your 
interests and develop: 
 

 Your ability to read, 
understand, write and 
respond to a wide variety of 
written and spoken English. 

 

 Your awareness of society, 
history and culture related to 
the set texts. 

 

 Your ability to create and 
deliver meaning in speech 
and writing, matching style to 
audience and purpose. 

 

 To give you the opportunity 
to achieve two GCSEs.  

 
What is the content of the 
course? 
 
You will study a variety of 
different types of literature and 
language including: 

 

 Shakespeare. 

 Literature from before and 
during the twenty-first 
century. 

 Prose, Poetry and Drama. 

 Texts from other cultures and 
traditions. 

Non-fiction and Media writing, to 
include: newspaper articles, 
leaflets, reports, autobiography 
and travel writing. 
 
What else will the course offer? 
 
During the course the 
Department has traditionally 
arranged various trips to theatres 
to support the work in the 
classroom.  You will also have the 
chance to take part in Drama and 
ICT based activities. 
 
Are there any special course 
requirements? 
 

Generally, you will be expected to 
take the GCSE exam in both 
Language and Literature.  You 
must produce work on a regular 
basis which is completed to the 
best of your ability. 

What will I be able to do by the 
end of the course? 
 
We hope that you will gain the 
following: 
 
• The ability to communicate 
ideas clearly in speaking and 
writing; 
 
• The ability to read, understand, 
enjoy and  respond to a wide 
variety of literature and media; 
 
• A willingness to respect and 
learn from the viewpoints of 
other people and other cultures. 
 
• Two separate GCSE awards for 
these subjects. 
 
A good foundation for English 
AS/A2 courses. 
 
English leads to a wide variety of 
employment and is valued by 
employers as it enables students 
to communicate fluently and 
accurately and to read with 
precision and understanding.  
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All students study Mathematics GCSE and they will take a linear GCSE exam in June of Year 11.  
Students will be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier. 

 
  KS4 Co-ordinator Mrs J Harradine (harradinej@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What are the aims of the 

course? 

 
The mathematics programmes of 
study place emphasis on problem 
solving, functionality and 
mathematical thinking.  
The course will provide you with 
a worthwhile educational 
experience in Mathematics 
whether or not you go on to 
study it beyond GCSE. 
 

What is the content of the 

course? 

 
The assessment is split into two 
tiers: Foundation and Higher.  
 
The content is split into 6 
branches of mathematics: 
 
1) Number 
2) Algebra 
3) Ratio, proportion and rates of 

change 
4) Geometry and Measures 
5) Probability  
6) Statistics.  
 
The content has a much greater 
emphasis on mathematical 
problem solving and retention of 
key facts.  

How will the course be 

assessed? 

 
Students will follow the Edexcel 
Linear GCSE course and be 
entered for an appropriate tier of 
entry either Foundation (1-5) or  
Higher (4-9).  
 
5 is considered a good pass.  7 is 
similar to the old grade A or 
above. 
 
The assessment is split across 3 
exams of four and half hours in 
total all to be taken in the 
summer of Year 11.  There is no 
controlled assessment.  
 
Assessment is split into 3 
categories.  
 
1) Use and apply standard 

techniques 
2) Reason, interpret and 

communicate 
mathematically.  

3) Solve problems within 
mathematics and in other 
contexts.  

 

What will the course be like? 

 

Students will be expected to use 
a range of mathematical 
techniques to solve a variety of 
practical and real life problems.  
Students will use many types of 
approaches, both written and 
aural.  You will be expected to 
develop skills in mental 
approaches, pen and paper 
methods and become efficient in 
the use of calculators and ICT. 
 

Are there any special course 

requirements? 

 
Students will need a scientific 
calculator (we recommend a 
CASIO) of your own and a set of 
geometrical instruments (ruler, 
protractor, and pair of 
compasses). 
 
I would also recommend that 
from the start of the course 
students have a revision guide 
that can be bought through the 
school at a reduced cost. 
 
What will I be able to do by the 

end of the course? 

 
The course will help you develop 
your mathematical skills so that 
you can apply your knowledge to 
solve problems in a wide range of 
situations. 
 
Provisionally we estimate If you 
gain a 7 at GCSE you will be able 
to study Maths in the Sixth Form 
at A-level which will open up a 
whole range of career 
opportunities. 

MATHEMATICS (GCSE – Edexcel) 
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SCIENCE (GCSE – AQA) 
 

 

Heads of Subject:  
Mrs Frith - Head of Science (friths@lytchett.org.uk) 
Mr Barrett – Chemistry (barrettt@lytchett.org.uk)  
Mr Sherwood – Physics (sherwoodc@lytchett.org.uk) 
Mrs Shepherd – Biology (shepherdc@lytchett.org.uk) 
 

 

Science enables students to learn and understand the world around them.  Everyday subjects from 
electricity in our homes to catastrophic events such as a tsunami are covered. Science is a gateway 
to a wide range of careers. Doctors, vets, physiotherapists and beauticians need knowledge of 
science. Engineers, astronomers, chefs and plumbers also use their science skills on a daily basis. 
 
All students will follow one of 2 pathways for Science: 

 
1. Combined Science (2 GCSEs) 

2. Triple Award Science (3 GCSEs) – as an option choice 

Students can choose which pathway to follow.  However, a student must be on track to achieve 
high grades at the end of Year 9 to study Triple Award Science. 

 
1.  Combined Science Pathway 

 
During Years 10 and 11 students will follow the AQA GCSE Trilogy Science to complete the 
Combined Science Pathway.  Students will be awarded two GCSEs. 

 
This course provides students with a broad, coherent course that adds to their knowledge and 
understanding of the living, material and physical worlds.  This course is designed to follow on 
directly from the course studied in Key Stage 3. 
 

The Combined Science (double award) route provides a thorough preparation for students wishing 
to take any of the A level Science courses. 

 
2.  Triple Award Science Pathway 

 
During Years 10 and 11 students will follow the AQA GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
programmes of study to complete the Triple Science Pathway.  Students will be awarded three 
separate GCSEs. 

 
Triple Science provides students with an advanced course that extends their current knowledge 
and understanding of the living, material and physical worlds. This course is designed to follow 
on directly from the course studied in Key Stage 3. 

 
The three Sciences of Biology, Chemistry and Physics are taught separately by subject specialists. 
This allows teachers to focus on their area of expertise and provides the very best experience for 
students during GCSE Science.  It is expected that students taking Triple Science should be 
strongly considering progressing to one or more of the three A level Sciences in Year 12. 
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Triple Science is suitable for students who enjoy Science and are interested in pursuing it in any form beyond 
GCSE. As it will result in three GCSEs, you will spend 15 periods per fortnight in Science lessons. Students 
taking Triple Science should be on track to achieve high grades at the end of Year 9 and are regularly working 
at thresholds  of Secure + or above. 

 

AQA Science 

 

Why study Science? 

 

 Science is interesting and enhances your understanding of the world around you. 

 Science equips you to make important technical and ethical decisions in life. 

 Science relates well to many other vocational and academic subjects and supports your understanding 
of them. 

 Science supports vocational and academic courses of study beyond GCSE. 

 

Option 

 

Students will be able to opt for Triple Science if they are interested in progressing with Science 
beyond GCSE level. 
 

Science will be delivered as follows:- 
 

 Combined GCSE Science will be delivered in 10 lessons per fortnight. 
 

 Triple GCSE Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) will be delivered in 15 lessons per 
fortnight (5 lessons in each science).  Triple Science is a good preparation for Science AS and 
A2 courses.  Different grades can be obtained in each of these 3 GCSEs. 

 

Assessment 

 

The formal GCSE examinations will now take place in the summer of Year 11.  
 

 Combined Science take 6 papers;  2 each in Physics, Chemistry and Biology, giving 2 GCSEs 
 

 Triple Science take 6 papers; 2 each in Physics, Chemistry and Biology, giving 3 GCSEs in 
separate sciences. 

 
If you would like to discuss the course in more detail please speak to a member of the Science Faculty.  
We will be glad to explain or discuss any aspect of the course. If you require information on how your 
child is progressing at KS3 and their suitability for Triple or Combined Science, please contact Mrs 
Ventham (KS3 Science Co-ordinator) or your Science teacher. 
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CORE PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION AND ETHICS 
 

 
All students have a legal entitlement to Religious Education in Key Stage Four, however more 
importantly our young people have burning questions about life, the universe, God and issues to do 
with morality that they wish to discuss.  Our Core PRE programme enables students to discuss these 
matters without the pressure of exams or homework.   Students in Year 10 have a lesson once a 
fortnight.  Feedback from our students tells us that they value these lessons and the mental space that 
it gives them in a packed and at times pressured GCSE curriculum. 
 
Our Year 10 Course covers the following issues: 
 

 Should Christians forgive murderers? What is my view on the Death Penalty? 

 Why are some people drawn to extremism? How can we prevent this from happening? 

 What are the religious and secular arguments for and against abortion?  Should pro-life groups 
be allowed to protest outside abortion clinics? 

 What are the religious and secular arguments for and against euthanasia? 

 If God exists why is there so much evil and suffering in the world? 

 Who was Plato and what was his contribution to modern ideas about truth and reality? 

 Why did Descartes doubt his own existence?  Can I be certain that I exist? 
 
Core RE lessons make use of film clips, documentaries, creative activities, debates and reflective tasks.  
There is no formal written work and most lessons are discussion based. At the end of each unit there 
is an informal assessment which may be a debate or creative task.  Students are rated gold, silver or 
bronze for their contribution or product and all students who receive a gold award earn a postcard 
home. 
 
Whilst there are links with our engaging and highly successful GCSE course, this is not a substitute for 
our GCSE PRE course which is an option subject and an ideal gateway to our A Level course. 
 
 In addition to our Core PRE lessons the department runs a Key Stage 4 and 5 film club which meets 
every half term. The PRE department also runs an Amnesty International Group which encourages 
students to take action on some of the issues that we address in Core RE. 
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PERSONAL SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 
 
 

The Personal and Social Health Education (PSHE) programme plays a vital part in informing and 
supporting our pupils. 
 
The programme empowers them to take responsibility for their lifestyle and learning, and enhancing 
their development into confident and skilled young adults who will be well prepared for the challenges 
of life ahead, as responsible citizens within their chosen community. 
 
It plays a vital role in supporting and achieving the aims and ethos of the school and the surrounding 
area, so the content of the programme is therefore varied and sensitive to changing social pressures 
and individual needs. 
 
PSHE education aims to enhance the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of all of our 
students. We will examine themes which include: 
 
▪ Citizenship  

▪ Health Education (including Sex and Relationships Education) 

▪ Living in the Wider World 

▪ Financial Understanding and Economic Well-being  

 
A number of outside agencies including the Safe Schools and Communities Team (SSCT), MARS Trust 
and other speakers are invited to deliver sessions to students.  We also have our tutor team, our trained 
Sex and relationships team to deliver small group sessions whilst members of our senior leadership 
team are also dedicated to enhancing the life-skills of our students through whole year presentations 
and activities.  
 
Many areas of the PSHE programme are delivered through existing curriculum activities, in House 
Assemblies as well as through dedicated sessions which are timetabled throughout the year. The 
dedicated programme however, is delivered through 10 one hour sessions which are spread 
throughout the school year.  Students study PSHE in both Year 10 and Year 11. 
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SPORT AND WELLBEING FOR ALL 
 

 

Everyone spends some time in Physical Education working on a range of activities of their 
choice!  
 
In the classroom 
 
There are ever growing concerns over the physical, social and mental wellbeing of young people, 
along with a reduction in physical activity levels of children of all ages. It is proven that inactive 
children are more likely to become inactive adults and the knock on effects of physical inactivity are 
well documented. As teaching professionals, we understand that not all students arrive for PE lessons 
with the same sporting interests and perhaps more importantly the same levels of motivation but at 
Lytchett we have created a curriculum to suit and engage everyone.  
 
During KS4, students participate in two Sport and Wellbeing lessons every fortnight. Before the 
start of Year 10 and 11, students opt for one of three pathways. Each pathway is geared around a 
theme; Sports Performer, Fitness and Wellbeing, Alternative Roles. The process for selecting 
Pathways will start after Easter.  
 
Examples of activities within these three pathways can be seen below; 

 

Pathway 1:  
Sports Performer 

Pathway 2:  
Alternative Roles 

Pathway 3:  
Fitness & Wellbeing 

Activities included in 
pathway  Activities included in pathway Activities included in pathway 

Football 
 

Organising a Sports Event 
 

Yoga/Pilates 
(Fitness Suite with be available at 

the same time) 

Badminton 
 

Alternative Activities 
 

Video Exercise 
(Fitness Suite will be available at 

the same time) 

Handball First Aid Fitness Suite/Circuits 

Netball Officiating Mindfulness & Meditation 

Volleyball Healthy Active Lifestyles Badminton 

Tennis Team Building Healthy Active Lifestyles 

Rounders Orienteering Tennis 

 
Beyond the classroom 
 
Physical Education is a key element of the education and wellbeing of everyone. Extra-curricular 
clubs and activities allow students to develop their sport further. We run successful school teams 
in most major and minor sports and activities.   We regularly have teams or representatives 
competing in many regional and national events. 
 
We have also established links with many local clubs over recent years and many of our students 
participate regularly in local club teams.  A number of our students have reached national standards 
in their particular sport. 
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CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE 
 

 

The world of work is changing.  Technological advances mean that new jobs and new industries are 
being created all the time.  Many of the jobs that our young people will be doing in the next ten years 
do not yet exist; the technologies that they will be using have not yet been invented.  Jobs that require 
the repetition of simple actions are likely to be taken over by robots and automated systems.  We will 
encourage our students to be forward-looking and to become as employable as possible.  Employers 
will want their workers to be flexible and adaptable with a positive, confident ‘can do’ attitude and 
strong work ethic. Good communication skills, strong literacy, numeracy and IT skills and the ability 
to work effectively in a team will be essential.  It is expected that most workers will change their jobs 
at least a dozen times in their first 25 years of employment, so young people will need to embrace 
change and be prepared to constantly train and re-train over the course of their working lives.  There 
will be opportunities for creative individuals to develop their own entrepreneurial skills as self-
employed businessmen and women. 
 
Throughout KS4, students will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and to make 
wise decisions about their futures, based on the most up to date information available.    
 
Work Related Learning 
 
The aim of work-related learning is to help our young people to: 
 
 Fulfil their academic and vocational potential 

 Apply their learning in a work context 

 Acquire the skills, attitudes and behaviours required in the workplace 

 Be enterprising and to support enterprise in others 

 Develop other skills, knowledge, understanding and motivation for a well-rounded and 

balanced adult life 

 
During Years 10 and 11 all students will have the opportunity to participate in: 
 
 House guidance interviews 

 Work experience  

 Mock interviews  

 Interviews with our Careers Advisor 

 Activities to develop transferable Employability Skills 

 Careers Fair  

 Site visits 

 Talks organised in collaboration with Young Chamber 

If you have any questions about our Work Related Learning programme, please speak to Mrs Tucker 
(tuckern@lytchett.org.uk) or Mr Mead (meada@lytchett.org.uk). 
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ART & DESIGN (GCSE – AQA) 
Subject Leader:  Mr A Gower (gowera@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What are the aims of the course? 
 
This is an exciting and stimulating 
course for students who have 
developed a proven enthusiasm 
for Art & Design during Years 7-9. 
The course aims to provide a 
lively and challenging involvement 
in a broad range of Art and Design 
activities which all students then 
use to develop and communicate 
their own ideas. 
 
What is the content of the 
course? 
 
 

Throughout the course students 
will experiment with and refine 
their skills in the use of a wide 
range of materials including 
painting, drawing, printmaking, 
collage, photography, digital 
media as well as constructed and 
modelled sculpture.  Students will 
then use these skills to create 
individual responses to the 
themes of each coursework 
project.   
 
During the first half of Year 10 
students will follow a foundation 
project, they will then develop 
individual personal work guided 
by their strengths and interests.  
This is intended to allow students 
to broaden their understanding of 
their own art work as well as 
analysing and making connections 
to the work of other artists and 
designers. 

How will it be assessed? 
 
Coursework produced throughout 
Year 10 and 11 makes up 60% of 
the final grade with the final 
practical examination project 
counting for 40%.  There is no 
final written examination; 
however, students are expected 
to annotate their sketchbooks 
throughout the course with 
analysis of other artists’ work. 
 
What will the course be like? 
 
Whilst all students will experience 
working with similar media, they 
are encouraged to become 
increasingly independent as the 
course progresses.   School visits 
to galleries and exhibitions will 
take place during the course, but 
students are also encouraged and 
expected to visit exhibitions 
independently.  It is very 
important that students are 
resourceful and take 
responsibility for the 
development of personal work.  
Work at home is as important as 
studio-based work and students 
are also encouraged to seek extra 
support by attending the weekly 
after school coursework club. 
 
Are there any special 
requirements? 
 
If you are considering opting for 
Art & Design you should have 
shown some ability in the subject 
such as drawing, use of colour or 
media but most importantly a 
genuine enthusiasm for art and 
design as a whole. 
 

Students are expected to provide 
their own sketchbooks for each 
project and have an extensive set 
of materials to use for homework 
tasks.  Financial support is 
available for Pupil Premium 
students. 
 
What will I be able to do by the 
end of the course? 
 
As a successful GCSE Art & Design 
student you will be able to use a 
broad range of media with 
confidence in the production of 
personal and accomplished final 
pieces of work.  You will also be 
able to research other artists and 
designers and use this to inform 
and influence your own work.   
 
The Creative and Visual Arts are a 
large and expanding sector in the 
economy with many varied career 
opportunities for hard working 
and talented individuals.  
Currently over three million 
people work in the creative 
industries throughout the UK.   
 
Successful completion of the GCSE 
course will enable you to go onto 
study Fine Art, Textiles or 
Photography at A level.  This in 
turn could lead to further study at 
Further or Higher Education level 
in one of the many creative and 
visual arts areas such as fashion 
and textiles, graphic design, 
animation, film and new media, 
design management, fine art, 3D 
design or sculpture and 
animation.  Lytchett Minster 
School Art Department has a 
strong tradition of students 
successfully taking up a wide 
variety of Higher Education 
courses in this field. 

 

OPTIONS – THE COURSES YOU MAY CHOOSE 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

Subject Leader:  Mrs H Coleman (colemanh@lytchett.org.uk) 

 

BUSINESS STUDIES – GCSE 

(Edexcel) 
What are the aims of the course? 

This course equips students with 
the knowledge of how to run their 
own business and/or work in one. 
It provides students with an 
exciting opportunity to understand 
the commercial world including 
how finance is raised and used by 
various stakeholders and the 
conflicts that can arise because of 
this. 

The course enables students to 
apply business theory to various 
situations taken from the ‘real 
world’. There are various Business 
Studies trips that take place so 
students can investigate 
businesses and see theory in 
practice.  Trips in 2017 have 
included Purbeck ice-cream and 
Farmer Palmers.  

How will the course be assessed? 

2 Exams externally assessed. 

 

Theme  1: 1 hour 30 mins.  
50% of qualification  
Theme 2: 1 hour 30 mins.  
50 % of qualification. 
The exams will consist of 3 
sections of calculations, multiple 
choice, short answer and extended 
writing questions.  
Two sections will be based on 
business contexts given in the 
paper. 
 

What is the content of the 

course? 

Year 1 Investigating small 

businesses 

 Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship 

 Spotting a business 
opportunity. 

 Putting an idea into 
practise 

 Making the business 
effective 

 External influences of a 
business. 

 
Year 2 Building a business 
Making marketing, operational, 
financial and human resource 
decisions, to build a successful 
business.  
 

What will I be able to do by the 

end of the course? 

You will leave the course with an 
understanding of what businesses 
are all about, how to set one up 
and what makes a successful one.  
You will also develop a wide range 
of skills that can be applied to a 
wide range of A Level subjects as 
well as to the world of work, such 
as: group work, group 
presentations, project writing, role 
play, internet research and 
independent study.  In particular 
you will be well prepared for both 
the A Level in Business and the 
widening world of working in 
Business. 
 

OCR Cambridge National 
Level 2 in Enterprise and 
Marketing  
 
This qualification is designed for 
learners who want an introduction 
to business and marketing that 
includes a more vocational and 
hands-on element. It has been 
developed to enthuse and inspire 
learners about a career in business 
and enterprise.  

The qualification will appeal to 
learners who wish to either set up 
their own business or move into 
employment or progress onto 
further study. 
 
Each qualification focuses on an 
applied study of the marketing and 
enterprise sector and students will 
gain a broad understanding and 
knowledge of working in the 
sector.    
  
What will the student study as 
part of this qualification?  
 

 Understand how to target a 
market 

 What makes a product or 
service financially viable 

 Product development. 

 How to attract and retain 
customers 

 Design a business proposal 

 Market and pitch a business 
proposal. 

 

 
Assessment 
This is by portfolio of evidence, i.e 
coursework throughout the two 
years which equates to 75% of 
total mark  and by one external 
exam in enterprise and marketing 
concepts which will be taken 
online currently at time of writing 
in January year 11 which equates 
to 25% of the course. 
 
If you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to see  
Mrs Coleman in Room 115 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT (OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL) 
 

Subject leader: Mrs H Sadler (sadlerh@lytchett.org.uk) 
 

 

What are the aims of the 

course? 
 

This qualification is for 
students aged 14-16 who 
wish to develop applied 
knowledge and practical skills 
in child development. 
               

What is the content of the 

course? 

 
Unit 1 – Examination in January of  
Year 11 with a potential re-sit if 
required in June 
OCR-set and marked – 50% 
1 hour and 15 minutes – 80 marks  

 

The first unit underpins all of 
the other learning in this 
qualification. All students will 
learn the essential knowledge 
and understanding for child 
development, covering 
reproduction, parental 
responsibility, antenatal care, 
birth, postnatal checks, care 
and conditions for 
development, childhood 
illnesses and child safety.  

 

 

 

Unit 2-  Centre assessed coursework 
tasks  
OCR moderated - 25% 
Approx. 60 marks  

 
In Unit 2, students will gain 
knowledge of the equipment 
needs of babies and young 
children and an understanding of 
the factors to be considered when 
choosing appropriate equipment 
to meet all of these needs. They 
will also gain knowledge of 
nutrition and hygiene practices 
and will be given the opportunity 
to evaluate dietary choices.  

 
Unit 3  
Centre assessed coursework tasks  
OCR moderated -25% 
Approx. 60 marks 
 

In Unit 3, students will gain 
knowledge of, and skills in, 
developing activities to observe 
development norms in children up 
to the age of five. This unit will 
include researching, planning, 
carrying out activities with 
children and observing and 
reviewing these activities, as well 
as an understanding of the 
development norms and the 
benefits of play in child 
development.  
 

What can it lead onto? 
 
This course is for any student who 
wishes to work with people in the 
future. It will be very beneficial 
for students who wish to work 
with children; midwives, nursery 
workers, social workers, nurses, 
teachers etc. but the skills learnt 
will be of benefit for any walk of 
life. 
 
 
MOST importantly: 
You must have regular access to 
a young child who is still under 
the age of five by the end of the 
course. Failure to do this will 
impact on the final grade of the 
course.  
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DANCE (GCSE - AQA) 
 

Subject Leader:  Mrs C Ames (amesc@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What are the aims of the 

course? 

 

Dance is a powerful and 
expressive subject which 
encourages students to develop 
their creative, physical, 
emotional and intellectual 
capacity, whatever their previous 
experience in the subject.  The 
aim of this mostly practical GCSE 
is to give students the 
opportunity to develop an 
understanding and appreciation 
of a range of dance styles and to 
develop aesthetic and artistic 
sensibility to dance works.  It also 
aims to develop the knowledge, 
skills and understanding needed 
to perform, choreograph and 
appreciate dance including an 
awareness of its artistic contexts.  
It also helps to develop life-skills 
and attributes which include 
decision making, critical and 
creative thinking, aesthetic 
sensitivity and the ability to co-
operate with others. 
 

Course content and 

assessment 

 

Component 1: 
Performance and Choreography  
 
What's assessed  
 
Performance 
 • Set phrases through a solo 
performance  
• Duet/trio performance (three 
and a half minutes in duration)  
 
Choreography  
• Solo or group choreography – a 
solo or a group dance for two to 
five dancers  
 

 

How it’s assessed: 

 

Internally marked and externally 
moderated  
 
Performance • 30% of GCSE 
Choreography • 30% of GCSE  
 
 
Component 2:  
Dance appreciation  
 
What's assessed 
 • Knowledge and understanding 
of choreographic processes and 
performing skills  
• Critical appreciation of own 
work  
• Critical appreciation of 
professional works  
 
How it's assessed • 40% of GCSE 
 • Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes  

 

Are there any special 

requirements? 

 
Students will be expected to visit 
the theatre to see professional 
dance works as many times as 
possible, which will be arranged 
as part of the course.  An 
involvement in a school 
production is encouraged but is 
not compulsory.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Further study 

 

Students can access various 
courses related to dance, these 
include A Level Dance or 
Performance Studies, BTEC 
Nationals in Dance and 
Performing Arts or a Community 
Dance Leader Award. 
 

Careers in Dance include: 

Teaching dance in education, 
community dance work, youth 
dance and freelance work, 
performing and choreographing 
in various sectors, a dance 
administrator within a dance 
company, Arts Centre, Arts 
Council or Education Authority.  
Other careers include health 
practitioner, dance movement 
therapist, critic or journalist, 
researcher, notator and set or 
costume designer. 
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DRAMA (GCSE - Edexcel) 
 

Subject Leader:  Mrs N Midworth (midworthn@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What are the aims of the 

course? 

 

GCSE Drama encourages 
students to develop a personal 
interest into why Drama 
matters:  to work together 
imaginatively and creatively and 
to reflect on and evaluate their 
own work and the work of 
others. 
 

What is the content of the 

course? 

 

Students will explore practically 
a range of stimuli using the core 
skills required of a performer, 
director or designer, before 
completing a devised piece of 
theatre which is then supported 
by a written portfolio. 
 
This is followed by the practical 
study of a full play resulting in a 
final performance to a visiting 
examiner alongside a short 
monologue/duologue.  
 
Finally, students will prepare and 
complete a written examination 
based on a set play in which they 
study practically in lessons and 
they will also complete a live 
theatre review. This exam is 1 
hour and 30 minutes long. 

 

 

How will the course be 

assessed? 

 

The course is assessed through 
three units of work, both 
practical and written evidence 
which is marked externally or 
moderated. 
 
Component 1 : Devising 40% 
This internally marked unit is 
made up using the following 
assessment aims: 
 
Performance 15 marks 
Written Portfolio 45 marks 
 
Component 2: Performance of a 
text 20% 
Two performances assessed by a 
visiting external examiner:  
 
Performance 1: 24 marks 
Performance 2: 24 marks 
 
Component 3 : Written Exam 
40%. 
 
Section A is based on a set text 
and is made up of 5 questions 
worth 45 marks in total. 
 
Section B is a live review made 
up of two questions and is 
worth 15 marks. 
 
 

What is expected of me? 

 
 
The Drama studio is a creative 
environment and students will be 
expected to be mutually 
supportive in all areas of work. If 
you can’t work with other 
people, this course is not for you! 
 
All modules for GCSE Drama are 
totally based on group work. 
Therefore it is sometimes 
essential to the success of your 
studies, and to those in your 
group, that students stay after 
school for rehearsals. Students 
will be informed of this in 
advance and this is regarded as 
'homework' time. 
 
Theatre visits are arranged as 
often as possible as well as the 
opportunity to work with theatre 
professionals and students will be 
expected to attend these and 
write about these experiences.  
 

Further study and careers 

 
You will be able to move to A 
Level and/or BTEC courses. The 
work in the Sixth Form develops 
naturally from the GCSE and 
encourages you to extend and 
further your practical 
performance and creative skills. 
 
The skills obtained from Drama 
GCSE allow greater access to a 
multitude of careers including PR, 
Law, Teaching, Politics as well as 
roles where presentation skills 
are key. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY (GCSE – AQA/Edexcel) 
 

 

 
What are the aims of the 
course? 
Throughout Years 7 to 9 
students will have produced a 
wide range of exciting projects 
in Design and Technology using 
graphics, food, and resistant 
materials.  If you particularly 
enjoyed the creative and 
practical  side of the subject 
then you now have the 
opportunity to  specialise in one 
of three subject areas at GCSE 
 

 Food Preparation and 
Nutrition 

 Design & Technology 
 Graphics 
 Resistant Materials 

  

In all three areas students will 
cover a wide range of       
activities.  Over the two years 
they will develop their 
creative designing and making 
skills. Students will also improve 
their technical knowledge and 
begin to learn about various 
industrial processes.  Students 
are rewarded for producing 
imaginative and high quality 
products. We hope they will 
develop interests that lead 
them to follow a wide variety of 
careers closely associated with 
these subjects. 
 

How will the course be 
assessed? 

All courses are split into two 
components: 
Written paper 50% 
Non Exam Assessment 50% 
 
In Graphics and Resistant 
Materials, students are 
expected to work on one non-
exam assessment project. 
In Food students are expected 
to work on two practical non-
exam assessment tasks. 

  
 
 

All 3 GCSEs have an enviable 
track record of high 
achievement when it comes to 
results.  Many students 
traditionally exceed their target 
grades in these subjects. 
 

Progression into the Sixth 
Form 
  

Many students have enjoyed 
their GCSE studies so much that 
they go onto study A level 
Product Design or Food Science 
and Nutrition, both of which are 
highly successful courses.  
  
 

FOOD 
PREPARATION 

AND NUTRITION 
 

 

Jobs associated with a Food  
qualification:  
It can lead to Further 
Education/employment in a 
wide variety of areas, such as:  

 Product Development  

 Nutrition/Dietician  

 Food Marketing/Production  

 Catering/Chef  
  

What will you study?  
 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
is a very exciting and creative 
subject in which you will be 
‘learning-through-making’. 
Students will develop an 
understanding for British and 
international culinary traditions, 
and at the heart of the 
qualification is a focus on 
developing practical cookery 
skills and a strong 
understanding of nutrition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You will complete two assessed 
tasks in year 11 that contribute to 
50% of your total GCSE mark. In 
task one, you will have the 
opportunity to carry out practical 
experimentation to investigate 
and evaluate how ingredients 
work and why, linked to a chosen 
brief. In task two you will 
undertake a project around a 
chosen context. This task involves 
a 3 hour practical at the end, and 
requires students to plan, 
prepare and cook a range of 
dishes for their chosen context. 
Students will have the 
opportunities to develop new and 
essential practical skills 
throughout the course. 
  

What Year 11 students say 
about the course?  
 

“I love my food lessons  
because it is great to make very 
different foods and to be creative 
with ingredients.”  
 
“I really enjoy my master classes. 
They have developed my confidence 
to have a go at new skills” 
  
“Food is fun and I really enjoy it. The 
theory lessons are even fun! You can 
show off your independence and 
combine practical skills with 
knowledge and it is exciting to find 
out new things”  
  

How might it be useful in the 
future?  
 

As well as learning many practical 
and life skills, the course involves 
developing study skills such as: 
research, investigation, menu 
planning, problem solving and 
evaluation. The food industry is 
one of the largest employers in 
the UK.  
 

 

 

 

Subject Leader:  Mrs J Everett (everettj@lytchett.org.uk) 
Food Preparation and Nutrition: Miss R Pugh (pughr@lytchett.org.uk) 
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DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY 
(Graphics and 

Resistant 
Materials) 

 
In both these subject areas you 
will use the design process to 
explore, create and evaluate a 
range of outcomes. You will use 
your creativity and imagination 
to design and make models and 
products to help solve real 
needs.  
 

GRAPHICS 
 

Jobs associated with a Graphics 
qualification:  

 Architect  

 Interior Designer  

 Graphic Designer  

 Product Designer 

 Illustrator 
  

What will you study?  
Graphics is a very creative 
subject in which you will be 
learning through designing and 
making. 
Graphics involves:  

 drawing accurately in 2 and 
3D to communicate ideas  

 designing and modelling a 
range of outcomes including 
small hand held products, 
packaging, pop up cards and a 
range of promotional items  

 using CAD and CAM to 
develop and produce your 
designs to a really high 
standard 

 
Final exam projects have 
included making products such 
as board games, pop up books, 
musical instruments and events 
promotional items. 

 
How might it be useful in the 
future?  
Studying Graphics will give you 
an insight into the design world 
and related fields. 
It will be helpful if you are 
looking for a creative career 
which uses lots of designing and 
problem solving, both by hand 
or using ICT. 
The use of new technologies 
and CAD/CAM skills will allow 
you to develop as an effective 
and independent learner. 
Graphics involves developing 
study skills such as: research, 
investigation, designing, 
problem solving and evaluation.  
 

What Year 11 students say 
about the course?  
“Graphics is intellectually 
challenging but also fun, we 
have a great atmosphere which 
makes you want to succeed.”  
 

“It gives you the freedom to do 
individual project work, which I 
really enjoy.” 
  

RESISTANT 
MATERIALS 

 

Jobs associated with a Resistant 
Materials qualification:  

 Product Designer  

 Industrial Designer  

 Engineer  

 Inventor 

 
 
 

 
What will you study?  

If you enjoy designing and making 
then this is the course for you! 
Resistant materials involves:    

 designing and making high 
quality products from wood, 
metal and plastics 

 learning about the materials 
and processes used in school 
and industry 

 developing both practical, 
graphical and ICT skills through 
project work such as designing 
and making flat pack furniture  
and completing a range of 
small projects to improve your 
knowledge of materials, tools 
and processes 

 many tasks include the use of 
computer based technologies 
such as laser cutting.  

 

What Year 11 students say about 
the course?  
“I love Resistant Materials as it 
allows you to design and use your 
creativity to make things which 
you couldn’t do in a normal 
classroom.” 
 
How might it be useful in the 
future?  
Resistant Materials will give you 
an insight into related sectors, 
such as architecture and 
engineering. It will  
prepare you to make informed 
decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices.  
The use of new technologies and 
CAD/CAM skills allows you to 
develop as an effective and 
independent learner. 
Resistant Materials involves 
developing study skills such as: 
research, investigation, design, 
problem solving and evaluation.  
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 FRENCH (GCSE - Edexcel)  

SPANISH (GCSE - Edexcel) 
Subject Leader:  Mrs C Ruston (rustonc@lytchett.org.uk) 
Spanish: Miss M Gómez (gomezm@lytchett.org.uk) 

 

What are the aims of the 
course? 
 
In today's global economy, 
companies dealing with 
international markets are 
increasingly demanding better 
language skills of their workforce. 
Learning a Modern Foreign 
Language is a skill for life, which 
will enhance both communication 
skills and employment prospects. 
 Many of the skills taught will help 
students to gain an insight into 
other countries and cultures and 
well as improving their own 
literacy skills by teaching 
techniques required to access and 
understand language. 

 

What is the content of the 

course? 

 
Identity and culture 

 

 Me, my family and friends 

 Free-time activities  

 Customs in French- / 
Spanish-speaking 
countries / communities 

 

Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

 Home, town, 
neighbourhood & region 

 Travel & tourism 
 

School 
 Comparing 

French/Spanish and 
English school 

 School rules 

 Getting the best out of 
school 

 
 

Future aspirations, study and 
work 

 Discussing career choices 

 Plans, hope and wishes 

 Applying for jobs 

International and global 
dimension 

 Discussing problems 
facing the planet 

 Protecting the 
environment 

 Fair trade 

 volunteering 

Resources:  
 

 French / Spanish text book 

 Languagesonline.org.uk 

 Activelearn.com 

 The Language assistant: 1 hour 
per week per class  

 Sam learning 

 Authentic material 
 
How will it be assessed? 

 

Assessments:  One exam in the 
four skills at the end of year 11: 
Listening, Reading, Speaking and 
Writing. 
 

What is expected of me? 
 
 Learn vocabulary and 

grammar carefully. 

 Participate as fully as possible 
in oral work (this helps to 
develop all the other skills)  

 Think communication  

 Extend your range of 
grammatical structures as 
often as possible. 

 One hour of homework a 
week. 

 
 

Opportunities 
 
You will have the opportunity to  
work with Year 6 on transition 
days. 
 
You will also have the opportunity 
to go on the Paris and Eurodisney 
trip in the summer term of year 10 
in French. There will also be a trip 
to Granada in Spain for students 
studying Spanish. 
 
Studying a language at GCSE will 
enable you to access a wide range 
of jobs in business, marketing, 
tourism and sales in our busy 
global market. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:gomezm@lytchett.org.uk
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GEOGRAPHY (GCSE – Edexcel B) 
 

Subject Leader:  Mr B Salter (salterb@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
"Geography is a subject which 
holds the key to our future"  
(Michael Palin) 
 
What is the content of the 
course? 
 
Geography tackles the big issues: 
 environmental responsibility 
 our global interdependence 
 cultural understanding and 

tolerance 
 commerce, trade and 

industry. 
The world in which we live is 
likely to change more in the next 
50 years than it has ever done 
before. 
Geography explains why this is 
and helps to prepare you for 
those changes. 
 
How will the course be 
assessed? 
 
The course is assessed in the 
following ways: 
 

 Component 1: Global 
Geographical Issues (37.5%) 
[Topics: Hazardous Earth; 
Development; Urbanising world] 

 Component 2: UK Geographical 
Issues (37.5%) [Topics: UK’s 
changing physical landscape; 
UK’s changing human landscape]  

 Component 3: Making 
Geographical Decisions (37.5%) 
[Topics: the biosphere; Forests 
under threat; Energy] 
 
 

What will the course be like? 
 
Geography involves investigative 
work, report writing, role play, 
drawing and annotating diagrams 
and discussion work.  Students 
will be expected to undertake a 
minimum of two days fieldwork. 
Fieldwork is a compulsory part of 
the course.  There is a small 
voluntary charge for the trips and 
there is some financial assistance 
available for Pupil Premium 
students. 
 
Are there any special course 
requirements? 
 
To be a successful geographer, 
first and foremost, you need to 
have an interest in our world.  You 
will be expected to keep up to 
date with current affairs and 
generally have an enquiring mind. 
There are data manipulation 
elements to the course as well as 
literacy. 
 
What will I be able to do by the 
end of the course?   
 
By the end of the course you will 
have: 
 
 learnt new skills and techniques 

including those of map work and 
fieldwork 

 learnt to justify decisions you 
make about the world; 

 developed a sense of place and 
become more aware of your 
place in the world 

 developed an appreciation of 
the environment and the way in 
which people and their 
environments interact. 

How Geography will help you in 
the future? 
 
Statistics show that Geography 
graduates are very employable.  
This is because they possess the 
skills that employers look for.  In 
part this is because the subject is a 
combination of the facts of science 
and the understanding of the arts. 
Geography is a subject that will 
open a vast number of doors in 
terms of careers, and consequently 
can take you into a wide variety of 
areas, both globally, and in terms 
of a career.  Here are some 
examples: 

 
Planner Market Researcher  Housing 
Officer  Estate Agent  GIS Specialist  
Chartered Surveyor  Remote Sensing 
Analyst  Cartographer  Crime Analyst  
Transport Manager  Location Analyst  
Retailer  Regional Development 
Officer  Travel Agent  Tourism Officer  
Media Researcher  Environmental 
Consultant  Estate Manager  Forestry 
Ranger  Conservation Officer  
Pollution Analyst  Weather Presenter  
Disaster Manager  Flood Protection 
Officer  Water Supply Coordinator  
Risk Assessor  Hydrologist  Coastal 
Manager  Geologist  Civil Engineer  
Soil Conservationist  Aid Worker  
Diplomat  Refugee Advisor  Charity 
Coordinator  Teacher  Marketing 
Manager  Accountant  Lawyer  Town 
Planner  Social Worker  Armed Forces  
Banking  Administration  Mining  
Quarrying  Hotel and Leisure 
Management  Grounds person  
Farmer  Film making  Archivist  
Publishing  Journalism  Nature 
Conservation  Air Crew  Courier  Air 
traffic control 
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HISTORY (GCSE - AQA) 
 

Subject Leader:  Mr J Stockley (stockleyj@lytchett.org.uk) 
 

What are the aims of the 
course? 
 
History may be about the past but 
it should help you to understand 
the present!  If you should study 
History in Years 10 and 11 you will 
acquire knowledge and 
understanding about Britain, 
Germany and other European 
countries through medieval, early 
modern and modern time periods.  
You will investigate events and 
people, and, above all, you'll begin 
to understand why an ability to 
look at evidence critically is so 
important in the modern world. 

 
What is the content of the 
course? 
 
You will follow the AQA Syllabus 
which covers the following topics; 
 
Topic A: Germany, 1890-1945, 
Democracy and Dictatorship 
(includes Nazi Germany).  
 
Topic B: Conflict and Tension, 
1894-1914 (The First World War). 
 
Topic C: Britain, Health and the 
People, c.500-2000 (The History of 
Medicine). 
 
Topic D: Elizabethan England, 
1568-1603. 

What will the course be like? 
 
Students will be expected to work 
both independently and in groups.  
Some lessons will involve note 
taking and written question 
answers, but role-play, games, 
poster design, whole class and 
small group discussion will also 
feature.  Students will be expected 
to investigate, analyse and 
evaluate sources from the past 
including photos, cartoons, songs, 
statistics and written evidence.  An 
optional fieldwork trip to Belgium 
and France and some of the First 
World War battle sites has 
become a very popular part of the 
course.  
 

Are there any special 
requirements? 
 
Just the one!  A real determination 
to succeed – this means keeping 
your notes up-to-date, completing 
work on time and participating in 
the lesson as much as you are 
able. 

 

What will I be able to do by the 
end of the course? 
 
History is a well-regarded subject. 
At the end of the course you 
should be able to: 
 
Think for yourself!  Because you 
will be able to understand, 
interpret and evaluate a range of 
sources and information. 
 
Show factual knowledge about 
Britain, Germany and other 
European countries across a range 
of time periods. 
 
Understand some of the key issues 
which have helped shape the 
modern world. 
 

How will the course be 
assessed? 
 
Students will sit two exams (worth 
50% each) in June 2018. The two 
exams are 1 hour 45 minutes each. 
 

What next? 
Having enjoyed doing 20th Century 
topics, you will probably want to 
build on your knowledge but also 
do something new – that’s just 
what the A Level History course 
does!  You are likely to study 
modern British history (post 
Second World War) as well as the 
history of Russia and countries in 
Eastern Europe.  
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IT - COMPUTER SCIENCE (GCSE - AQA) 
Subject Leader:  Mr A Tettenborn (tettenborna@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
Why should I choose to study 
Computer Science? 
 
GCSE Computer Science course is 
an enjoyable and challenging 
course and requires 100% 
dedication and commitment from 
all those who take this option. 
This course will be ideal for those 
who have a keen interest in 
Computer Science, who want to 
be part of the next UK Computer 
Science/programming generation 
and who are fully committed to 
the course.  But even if you do not 
wish to pursue a career in 
Computer Science, this course is 
ideal for developing logical 
thinking skills, the ability to solve 
problems and break down these 
solutions to manageable parts. 
 

What is the content of the 
course? 
 
The course is broken down into 
three components. Students 
study all three of them: 
 

Paper 1 Computational thinking 
(50% of GCSE. 1 ½ hr written 
exam) 
• Fundamentals of algorithms  
• Programming  
• Fundamentals of data 
representation • Computer 
systems 
Paper 2 Theoretical content (50% 
of GCSE. 1 ½ hr written exam)  
• Fundamentals of data 
representation • Computer 
systems  
• Fundamentals of computer 
networks • Fundamentals of 
cyber security 
 • Ethical, legal and environmental 
impacts of digital technology 

How will the course be 
assessed? 
 
 
 

The course is split into two 
written examinations: 
Paper 1 Computational thinking 
and problem-solving 50% 
Paper 2 Written assessment 
  
 

There is one tier of entry which 
covers all grades from 9-1. 
 
 

What will the course be like? 
The course will be "hands on" and 
rely heavily on your ability to 
organise yourself.  There will be a 
large element of computer 
programming (using more than 1 
language) but no prior experience 
of programming is necessary. 
 
 

Coursework element: 
There one coursework task to 
complete in this qualification. 
 
You will be given a series of set 
tasks which will be completed in 
controlled conditions.   

Are there any special course 
requirements? 
 
An desire to learn to 
programming  
 
 
 
 

What can it lead onto? 
 

Whether choosing a vocational or 
academic career when leaving 
school, Computer Science offers 
the widest possible choice to 
pupils.   
 
The GCSE Computer Science 
course provides all students with 
a valuable foundation for those 
wishing to continue their studies 
at A level. 
 

Planning ahead for future career 
paths, opportunities for further 
study in Computer Science are 
almost boundless.  In fact, it 
should be noted that there are 
many Computer Science, 
programming and games design 
courses offered at university. 
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IT – CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 
Subject Leader:  Mr A Tettenborn (tettenborna@lytchett.org.uk) 

Why should I choose to study 
the IT Creative Imedia 
National Certificate? 
 
The course is 75% coursework so 
should suit students who prefer 
practical activities.  
The course gives an excellent 
insight into project management 
and in particular project 
management in IT situations. 
The 3 coursework units should 
give students an insight into 
running a project. They will also 
learn Office Software skills. 
There is no programming on this 
course. 

 
What is the content of the 
course? 
 
The course is broken down into 
four units. Students will study all 
four of them: 
 

 Unit R081: Pre-production 
skills 

 Unit R082: Creating digital 
graphics 

 Unit R085: Creating a 
multipage website 

 R092: Developing digital 
games  

How will the course be 
assessed? 
 
 
 

Unit 1 is an examined unit for 25% 
Unit 2 is an NEA for 25% 
Unit 3 is an NEA for 25% 
Unit 4 is an NEA for 25% 
 
The grading is as follows: 
Level 2: 
2* (distinction *) 
D2 
M2 
P2 
D1 
M1 
P1 
 
Unit 1 (RO81): 
50% Examination 
This unit will enable learners to 
understand pre-production skills 
used in the creative and digital 
media sector. It will develop their 
understanding of the client brief, 
time frames, deadlines and 
preparation techniques that form 
part of the planning and creation 
process. 
 
Unit 2 (RO82): 
25% of National Certificate 
Learners' ability to: 
This unit builds on unit R081 and 
learners will be able to apply the 
skills, knowledge and 
understanding gained in that unit 
and vice versa. Digital graphics 
feature in many areas of our lives 
and play a very important part in 
today’s world. The digital media 
sector relies heavily on these 
visual stimulants within the 
products it produces, to 
communicate messages 
effectively. 
 
 
 

 

 

Are there any special course 
requirements? 
 

There are no requirements for 
this course, apart from an interest 
in Computers and information 
technology going forward. Would 
suit students who do not want to 
do programming 
 
 

What can it lead onto? 
 

This National Certificate equips 
learners with the practical IT skills 
they need to progress to other 
Level 2 qualifications or 
apprenticeships, junior roles in 
the IT industry, or to Level 3 
general or vocational 
qualifications. The award will 
count the same as GCSE’s for 
further studies in Year 12. 
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MEDIA STUDIES (EDUQAS) 
 

Subject Leader:  Mrs A Hirst-Da Silva (hirst-dasilvaa@lytchett.org.uk)  

 
What are the aims of the course? 

 
The Media, in all its forms, 
(television, radio, cinema, web, 
print, etc) plays a huge role in 
shaping our attitudes, values and 
lifestyle. The aim of Media Studies is 
to help you to understand this role 
better, through creative, practical 
assignments and critical 
investigations which give you the 
chance to develop new skills with 
digital media equipment and 
software and develop your analytical 
skills.  
 

What is the content of the course? 

 

You will learn to analyse different 

media forms within The Theoretical 

Framework: 

 

Audience: Who is the target 

audience for a media text? How do 

we all differ in the way we 

‘consume’ media? 

 

Industry: What goes on behind the 

scenes? What are the main media 

jobs? Who makes the rules? 

 

Representation: How are different 
groups of people shown or 
‘represented’ in our media? Are 
stereotypes used? 
  
Media Language: How do different 
media forms use different 
techniques to communicate to us? 

How will the course be 

assessed? 

 
The GCSE is a linear course 
which is examined at the end of 
the two years.  At the start of 
the course, students will be 
issued set products for each 
component of study. They will 
then sit two written 
examinations at the end of the 
two years. In addition, they will 
individually construct a 
practical media production.  
 
Component 1: Exploring the 
Media (Written Exam 40% 1hr 
30mins)  
External examination testing 
students on their knowledge of 
media advertising and 
marketing, within the 
theoretical framework, with 
reference to a range of set texts 
and unseen media products.  
 
Component 2: Understanding 
Media Forms and Products 
(Written Exam 30% 1hr 
30mins)  
External examination testing 
students on their knowledge of 
TV and music, within the 
theoretical framework, with 
reference to a range of set texts 
and unseen media products.  
 
Component 3 (Non Examined 
Assessment /coursework 30%) 
An individual media production 
for an intended audience in 
response to a choice of briefs 
set by WJEC/EDUQAS, applying 
knowledge and understanding 
of media language and 
representation. 

What will the course be like? 

Media Studies is a creative, 
practical subject, but based on 
some demanding academic ideas 
and theories about our society and 
culture. Although tackling some 
challenging topics and debates, 
students will be encouraged to 
respond to these creatively and 
practically throughout the course.  

 

What will I be able to do at the 
end of the course? 
 
The course prepares you for a 
variety of further education 
courses, including; media studies 
at A Level or BTEC; social sciences; 
and media marketing. In addition, 
you will develop the following life 
skills: 
 

 understand how the media 
influences the world around 
you  

 be able to  research, plan, 
design and create your own 
pieces of media production 

 manage your time well to 
meet deadlines 

 be confident with  media 
software and equipment 

 be able to respond critically 
and analytically to a range of 
mass media texts 

 be an effective team worker. 
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MUSIC (GCSE - EDEXCEL) 
 

Subject Leader:  Mr A Painter (paintera@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What are the aims of the 
course? 
 
This course is designed to 
develop your musicianship 
through performing, composing 
and listening.  It is a stimulating 
and enjoyable course which is 
largely practically based.  
Students at Lytchett Minster have 
enjoyed considerable success in 
Music in recent years, and the 
number of students taking the 
course at GCSE is well above the 
national average.  If you learn an 
instrument you will also find that 
Music GCSE enhances your skills 
and provides a foundation for 
further study.  However, it is not 
essential to have additional 
instrumental lessons in order to 
take Music GCSE. 

 
What is the content of the 
course? 
 
During this course you will 
develop your performance skills, 
both in groups and by yourself.  
You will compose music in a 
range of styles.  You will listen to 
extracts drawn from European 
music of the past 300 years, 
contemporary rock, musicals and 
fusions.  For much of the course 
you can choose to focus on the 
styles of music that you are 
particularly interested in. 

 

How will the course be 
assessed? 
 
You will be assessed by  

a) one solo performance and 
one group performance 
recorded during the final year 
of the course.  You may 
choose to perform on any 
instruments and in any style 
(30%) 

b) two compositions: one of 
which is a free choice and 
may be completed at any 
stage during the course; the 
other must be completed 
during year 11 to a brief set 
by the Exam Board (30%) 

c) a 90-minute listening exam 
(40%) based on set works 
which include pieces by Bach 
and Beethoven, songs from 
‘Wicked’ and by Queen, 
extracts from the soundtrack 
to ‘Star Wars’ and fusion 
music. 

 
What will the course be like? 
 
During the course you will spend 
two- thirds of your time 
performing and composing.  For 
some of this time you will be 
expected to work in groups 
developing your ensemble skills.  
However, you will also need to 
compose and perform by 
yourself.  You will listen to a wide 
range of musical extracts, discuss 
these with the rest of the class 
and practise answering exam 
questions.  As part of the course 
you will use the fantastic 
resources that are available in the 
Music Block.  In particular your 
practical work will benefit from 
access to two suites of Music 
rooms equipped with Cubase 7 
and Sibelius 7 and a full recording 
studio with Protools software.  

Are there any special 
requirements? 
 
You will be expected to complete 
a weekly homework.  Like all 
subjects the new Music GCSE is 
designed to be more challenging, 
and students who find time to 
practise regularly in addition to 
timetabled Music lessons will 
enjoy a distinct advantage. You 
will also find it beneficial if you 
are able to bring your own 
instrument to lessons.   

 
What will I be able to do by 
the end of the course? 
By the end of the course you 
should be able to: 

 demonstrate technical 
control and expression in 
performing a solo piece 

 demonstrate technical 
control and a sense of 
ensemble by performing with 
others 

 create and develop musical 
ideas by composing music 

 identify and compare the 
distinctive characteristics of 
music from a variety of styles 
and traditions. 

 express and justify views by 
making critical judgements 
about music. 

 

Sixth Form Progression 
After GCSE students can progress 
to take Music A Level at school. 



30 
 

PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION & ETHICS  
(GCSE - EDUQAS) 

 

Subject Leader:  Mrs N McGee (mcgeen@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What skills will PRE help me 
develop? 
 
No matter what career path you 
eventually take, you will always be 
working with people and a GCSE 
in PRE indicates to an employer 
someone who has had experience 
of thinking critically, analysing 
other people's views and 
expressing themselves clearly. 
Presenting a balanced argument 
and criticising other viewpoints 
are examples of skills that 
students develop throughout the 
course. 
 
What job will PRE help me get? 
 
PRE helps you understand people 
and to think about the big issues 
that we all face.  For this reason it 
is an ideal choice for those 
thinking of careers dealing with 
the public or families; such as 
teaching, social work and the 
police.  We also examine issues 
relating to medical ethics and so 
we are hugely relevant to those 
pursuing a career in medicine.  
 
Do we go on any trips? 
 
Every other year our students 
take a residential trip to London 
visiting the sacred cows and the 
followers of Hare Krishna at 
Bhaktivedanta Manor, the 
amazing Neasden Temple and St 
Paul’s Cathedral. 
 
In 2020 a group of GCSE and A 
Level Students will be travelling to 
India, a trip we hope to run every 
other year. 
 
 

GCSE students are also invited to 
join our sixth formers at various 
events and conferences.  For 
example we recently travelled to 
London to listen to Richard 
Dawkins talk about why he rejects 
religious ideas. 
 
How will the course be assessed? 
 
The course is assessed through a 
two hour exam paper on 
Philosophy and Ethics.  In addition 
there are two one hour exam 
papers on Christianity and 
Hinduism respectively. 
Philosophy and Ethics make up 
50% of the course; Hinduism and 
Christianity make up the 
remaining 50% between them.  
There is no coursework. 
 
What is the course about? 
 
We follow the EDUQAS Religious 
Studies Route A course which 
involves a range of philosophical 
and ethical issues; as well as the 
study of Hinduism and 
Christianity. 
 
Philosophy examines big 
questions and concepts, such as 
whether there is life after death, 
how do religion and science relate 
and the challenge of evil to there 
being a God.  
 
In Ethics we consider the issues 
surrounding abortion, euthanasia, 
the death penalty, wealth and  
human rights. 
 
A variety of viewpoints are 
considered when exploring these 
topics including Humanist, 
Christian and Hindu attitudes. 
 
 
 

Students are encouraged to form 
their own opinion of these issues 
and support their ideas with a 
well-reasoned and evaluated 
response. 
 
What are lessons like? 
 
Be prepared to discuss and debate 
the different philosophical and 
ethical issues in class, challenging 
other students’ ideas and 
explaining your own.   
 
For many years we have 
consistently been placed amongst 
the top 25% of PRE departments 
nationally due to our results.  This 
is achieved through high 
expectations in terms of written 
work in class and at home with 
weekly exam question practice.  
 
Areas of Study Include: 

 Relationships 

 Life After Death 

 Good and Evil 

 Human Rights 

 Christianity 

 Hinduism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form Links 
 
Our GCSE course provides an 
excellent grounding for our A 
Level in Philosophy, Religion and 
Ethics. We accept students who 
achieve at least a grade 6 In PRE 
and/or English Language. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION   (GCSE - Edexcel) 

 

Subject Leader:  Mr Law (lawb@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What are the aims of the 
course?  
The GCSE in Physical Education 
encourages a holistic 
understanding of PE. Students 
will receive a well-rounded and 
full introduction to the world of 
PE,  sport and sport science by 
developing an understanding of 
how the  mind and body works in 
relation to performance in 
physical activity. 
 

What is the content of the 
course? 
The content of this GCSE Physical 
Education course is designed to 
enable students to enjoy and 
understand the benefits of living 
a healthy and active lifestyle 
through the study of the 
following topics: 

 Sports Psychology 

 Anatomy and Physiology 

 Physical Training 

 Movement analysis 

 Health Fitness and 

wellbeing 

 Social cultural influences 

 
 

How will the course be 
assessed? 
The course is split into 4 
components: 
 
Component 1: Fitness and Body 
Systems 

- 1 hr 45min written 

exam).  

- 36% of the qualification 

Component 2:  Health and 
Performance  

- 1hr 15min written exam 

-  24% of the qualification 

Component 3: Practical 
Performance 

- Practical assessment 

- 30% of the qualification 

Component 4: Personal Exercise 
Programme (PEP) 

- Practical assessment 

- 10% of the qualification 

 

What will the course be like? 
The course will be made up of 
classroom based theory lessons 
and practical lessons. This will aid 
you to develop your knowledge 
and understanding of the 
theoretical concepts and apply it 
to a practical situation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are there any special 
requirements? 
You will be expected to produce 
the highest standards of work 
both practically and theoretically.   
 
Implicit in this is the requirement 
to attend all lessons with the 
correct equipment. Students 
MUST also participate in sport 
outside of lessons in extra-
curricular school clubs or in the 
community. 
 
Equipment required: 
PE kit consisting of: polo shirt, 
navy school training top, navy 
shorts, navy socks, trainers, 
boots, astro boots, shin pads and 
gum shield if appropriate 
 
You will have the opportunity to 
purchase a new GCSE polo shirt 
for practical lessons. You will be 
given an exercise book for theory 
lessons. 
 

What will I be able to do by 
the end of the course? 
This course will enable you to 
improve your ability to plan, 
perform and evaluate physical 
activities and allow you to have 
the confidence and knowledge to 
be able to follow a healthy 
lifestyle.  In addition, it will 
provide an ideal foundation 
should you wish to progress to    
A level Physical Education or 
BTEC Sport Level 3.  
 

 

 

 



32 
 

SPORT (BTEC - Edexcel) 
 

Subject Leader:  Mrs R Spanos (nicollr@lytchett.org.uk) 

 
What are the aims of the 
course?  

BTECs are vocationally related 
qualifications, where learners 
develop knowledge 
and understanding by applying 
their learning and skills in a work-
related context. Students will 
look at how athletes can reach 
optimal levels through training 
principles, Fitness Tests, how the 
body reacts adapts to training 
and the practical demands of 
sport on the body systems. 

 
What is the content of the 
course? 
 
To achieve the BTEC Level 1 / 
Level 1/2 First Award in Sport, 
learners must complete 3 core 
Units and 1 optional Unit. A total 
of 4 Units all together.  
 
Mandatory Units: 
Unit 1. Fitness  for Sport and 
Exercise (External) 
Unit 2. Practical Performance in 
Sports (Internal) 
Unit 3. Applying the principles of 
Personal Training (Internal 
Synoptic) 
 
Optional Specialist units: 
Unit 4. The Mind and Sports 
Performance 
Unit 5. The Sports Performer in 
Action 
Unit 6. Leading Sports Activities 
 
 

 
 

 
 

How will the course be 
assessed? 
 
25% - Online 1 hr Exam in 
Unit 1: Fitness For Sports and 
Exercise 
 
75% - Coursework marked 
and delivered in School 
through 3 Units. 
 
What will the course be like? 
 
The course will involve “offsite” 
visits and Sports professionals 
coming in to school to work with 
you.  It is vital that you are 
prepared to work effectively in 
such adult and work-related 
contexts in a way that projects an 
excellent image of the school and 
yourself.   
 
 
 

 

Are there any special 
requirements? 
 
A keen interest in Sport and a 
willingness to commit you to the 
range of activities offered by the 
course are essential.   The course 
will encourage personal 
development through practical 
participation and performance in 
a range of sports and exercise 
activities. It will also give learners 
the wider understanding and 
appreciation of Health related 
fitness, sports and exercise and 
focus on leadership skills.  
 

 
 

What will I be able to do by 
the end of the course? 
 
Success on the course can lead to 
higher qualifications being taken 
either at school or at college.  In 
our Sixth Form, we offer the 
progression route onto the Level 
3 BTEC Diploma in Sport. 
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at Lytchett Minster School 
 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme is a 
fantastic programme which will help you 
develop into a confident, independent, 
successful and well-rounded young person.  
 
Universities and employers are very 
interested in students who have completed 
their DofE because they know it is an award 
that requires a lot of character, determination 
and hard work. It is also great fun! 
 

 
 
Before you can take part in any expeditions 
you have to complete a training course 
involving first aid, navigation, map reading, 
camp craft and cooking on a camping stove. 
You also have to complete some voluntary 
service and develop your sporting and 
musical/artistic skills. 
 
For the Bronze Award, which students can 
take in Year 10, you have to take part in a two 
day hike (walking for approximately 6 hours a 
day) and camp overnight in a tent. The school 
will be able to provide you with a tent, 
camping stove and other vital equipment.  
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
You do not have to be super fit but you will 
need to be able to work in a team, show 
initiative, commitment and resilience. A sense 
of humour also does not go amiss... 
 
 

 
 
 
Training sessions are after school and 
expeditions are at weekends as this is an 
extra-curricular activity. 
 
If you need more information about DofE at 
Lytchett Minster School, please speak to 
either Mr Mead, Mr Coombes, or email 
dofe@lytchett.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dofe@lytchett.org.uk
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Beyond your 

GCSE  

options . . . .   
 
When you make your Option choices for Years 
10 and 11, you will need to bear in mind what 
you would like to do in the future.  Before the 
end of your Key Stage 4 courses, you will have 
another important decision to make.  After 
Year 11 school, college or training is 
compulsory up to the age of 18 and you will 
be able to choose whether or not to stay on 
into the Sixth Form, or move on to further 
Education or Training. You will not be able to 
take on employment until you are 18. 
 
A large number of Lytchett Minster students 
do stay on into the Sixth Form, where there is 
a wide range of both academic and vocational 
(work related) courses to suit students of all 
abilities and interests.  Being in the Sixth Form 
is an opportunity to develop independent 
study skills, use your initiative and develop 
your interests, while gaining the qualifications 
you need to take you forward into the next 
stage of your life.  This could be in 
employment, in further training or studying 
for a degree or diploma at university. 
 
To help you, there is a specialist team of 
experienced staff who will ensure that you 
enjoy your time in the Sixth Form and achieve 
the success you deserve.   
 

 

2022 onwards 
 
Whatever your interests and future career 
intentions there will probably be a Sixth Form 
course to suit you.  If you would like to know 
more about Sixth Form courses, ask your 
Head of House or Mr Hannaford (the Head for 
Sixth Form) for further information. 

 

Courses currently offered in 
the Sixth Form... 

 

A Levels in:- English Literature, English Language, 
French, Spanish, Mathematics, Further Maths, 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics,  Business Studies, 
Psychology, Sociology, History, Geography, 
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics, Product Design, 
Fine Art, Photography, Textile Design, Music, 
Drama, Computer Science, EPQ, Government and 
Politics 
 
Vocational Level 3 (Double Award Diploma –       
2 A Levels) courses in: - Film & Television,     
Health & Social Care, Performing Arts 
(Acting/Dance/Production Arts), Sport. 
 
Vocational Level 3 (Single Award Certificate –      
1 A Level) courses in:  Health & Social Care, Food 
Science & Nutrition, Performing Arts 
(Acting/Dance/Production Arts). 
 

We also run a BTEC Level 2 Programme for 
students who are likely to achieve a range of 
GCSE grades 4 or below, incorporating ASDAN 
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness, BTEC 
Awards in Travel & Tourism and Media 
 
N.B.  Please be aware that in order for 
courses to run, there needs to be sufficient 
numbers. 

 What Ofsted said about the Sixth Form 
 

“Students feel well supported by their teachers and well prepared for the next stage of their 
education. They value the breadth of opportunities available”.  
 


